
Variance Application: VAR 24-1192
LUHO Hearing Date: November 20, 2024

Case Reviewer: Orlando Borrás

Page 1 of 2

Development Services Department

Applicant: Terry Jr. and Selina Murphy Zoning: AS-1

Location: 8501 Lithia Pinecrest Road, Lithia, FL 33547; Folio: 93635.0200

Request Summary:

The applicant is requesting a variance to accommodate a ground mounted solar panel on the front side of the existing 
home on the property.

Requested Variances:
LDC Section: LDC Requirement: Variance: Result:

6.01.03.I.11
6.01.01

Ground mounted solar panels may not 
project into the required front yard. A 
minimum 50-foot front yard setback is 

required in the AS-1 zoning district. 

44-feet 6-foot front yard setback

Findings:

In June 2024, the applicant requested a building permit (HC-BLD-24-0061910). The Building 
Department noted that the application was not in compliance with the minimum setback 
requirements under the AS-1 zoning district. 

Zoning Administrator Sign Off: 
Colleen Marshall
Fri Nov  1 2024 12:35:13

DISCLAIMER:
The variance(s) listed above is based on the information provided in the application by the applicant.  Additional 
variances may be needed after the site has applied for development permits.  The granting of these variances does not 
obviate the applicant or property owner from attaining all additional required approvals including but not limited to:  
subdivision or site development approvals and building permit approvals.
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We are Current Home, Inc., a solar company operating in Florida. We received a request to
install a ground-mounted solar system at the referenced property.

We submitted our application through the Hillsborough County Building Department portal and
received an automatic approval for the installation permit (Permit Number:
HC-BTR-24-0210278), which is a residential electrical trade permit. After completing the
installation, we called for the required inspections and were notified that the wrong type of
permit had been submitted. We were informed that a Residential Miscellaneous Permit needed
to be applied for instead.

Upon submitting the correct permit, assigned Permit Number: HC-BLD-24-0061910, we
encountered an issue regarding zoning compliance. The parcel is located in zoning district
AS-1, which requires a front setback of 50 feet. According to Section 6.01.03.I.11 of the Land
Development Code (LDC), ground-mounted solar panels may not project into the required front
yard. We were advised to contact a zoning counselor for further assistance.

After consulting with the zoning counselor, we learned that if we cannot adjust the placement to
meet the required setbacks—at least 44 feet from the front property line and 15 feet from the
side property lines—we would need to apply for a variance.

The property contains several mature trees within the requested 44 feet. These trees cast
significant shadows, which would limit the solar energy production necessary to effectively
power the residence. Removing a considerable number of these trees would also impede the
conservation of natural resources. Therefore, we recommend installing the solar system in a
manner that avoids impacting the area where the trees are located.

The proposed installation is positioned 152 feet from the front of the house, with a height of 25
feet. This arrangement results in a variance of 102 feet from the required front yard setback,
ultimately establishing a front yard of 108 feet.
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