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Staff Report of the Consolidated Mines 
2023/2024 Annual Report 

 
Annual Review of Development Order Compliance Assessment 
The Hillsborough Consolidated Mines Development of Regional Impact #213 was approved by 
the Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) on March 23, 1995, covering 
53,388 acres.  The Hillsborough Consolidated Mines Development of Regional Impact #263 
Substantial Deviation (DRI #263) was approved on March 11, 2008, and decreased the size to 
48,115 acres.   Subsequent land acquisitions have increased the total area regulated by DRI 
#263 to 48,734 acres.   The development is located in southeast Hillsborough County and 
approved for Phosphate Mining.  On December 23, 2024, Hillsborough County recognized 
Mosaics notification to exercise permit tolling and extensions granted pursuant to Section 
252.363, Florida Statutes.  At this time, the project's build out date is July 16, 2036. 
 
Pursuant to LDC Section 8.02.09, the phosphate mining permittee is required to submit an 
Annual Report of Operations containing a general review of mining operations and reclamation 
during the preceding reporting year, July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2024, and identify expected 
activities for the subsequent reporting year.   
 
Agency Review 
The Annual Report of Operations (Attachment 2) submitted for the Hillsborough County Consolidated 
Mine project has been reviewed by the County and other applicable agencies for compliance with 
the terms and conditions of the Development Order, Operating Permit, and approved plans.  Review 
by Agencies (Attachment 1) generated a comment regarding Mosaic reporting “elevated” Total 
Phosphorus in surface waters.      
 
All stormwater runoff from the active mine area is released only through Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) National Pollution Discharge Elimination Discharge System 
(NPDES) permitted outfall locations.  Mosaic reported no discharges occurred through the 
permitted NPDES outfalls during the 2023/2024 reporting year.   
 
In response to the Total Phosphorus comment, Mosaic requested third party analysis of total 
phosphorus and biological data.  In summary, the third party reported that a surface water 
discharge through the NPDES outfalls has not occurred since 2021, data shows phosphorus 
concentrations a surface water sample locations either remained stable over time or decreased 
slightly, and the biological communities for the surface water bodies scored ‘healthy’.  
Hillsborough County Environmental Services Division will continue to observe surface water 
quality data.    
    
Approval by the Administrator and/or the Board of County Commissioners does not relieve the 
applicant from the responsibility to comply with any applicable federal, state, and other local laws, 
regulations, and ordinances.  Acceptance of the Annual Report of operations and approval of the 
Annual Review is not a substitute for other approval required by the Land Development Code.     



Staff Review of Annual Report 2023/2024 Hillsborough Consolidated Mines DRI #263 
Page 3 of 9 

During this reporting year, the following development was reported for informational purposes: 

Project Status 
The developer of record is Mosaic Fertilizer, LLC, (Mosaic). The authorized agent is Russell T. 
Schweiss. The Development Order has been amended nine times.  Mosaic reports that the total 
area mined (matrix) through June 30, 2023, was 31,253.0 acres (matrix) of the 48,734 acres of 
the total DRI site.       

Mining Operations 
Mosaic reports that phosphate mining continued in the Hillsborough Consolidated Mines with 
approximately 47.3 acres mined in the 2023-2024 report year.  One setback waiver was obtained 
for Lonesome Mining Unit 13 along County Road 39 on August 18, 2024. 

Clay Storage 
On November 14, 2019, the Hillsborough County BOCC approved to amend the DRI #263 
Composite Development Order and Operating Permit as resolved in Resolution R18-128, 
subject to the terms and conditions set forth therein.  Approval of Resolution R18-129 enabled 
waste clays originating from other counties to be disposed of in existing Hillsborough 
County Clay Settling Areas (CSA) November 14, 2023.

   

On November 7, 2023, the Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners adopted 
Resolution 23-095, amending the DRI #263 Composite Development Order and Operating Permit 
to extend the time period in which certain waste clays originating from Hardee County may be 
disposed in designated existing Hillsborough County clay settling areas. 

During 2023-2024 reporting year, clay storage activities continued at F-4, F-5, F-7, L-1, L-2, 
and L-3 CSAs.  The third-party annual dam inspections included in the 2023/2024 annual 
report indicated that the clay settling areas operated by Mosaic are generally maintained and 
safely operated within industry standards for their intended use.  The third-party inspectors 
provided normal maintenance recommendations and indicated there were no conditions 
observed that required immediate corrective action. 

Reclamation 
Since 1982, Mosaic and its predecessors, Mosaic Phosphates Company and IMC 
Phosphates Company have requested and obtained written reclamation release letters 
from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) for certain FDEP Logical 
Reclamation Units (LRU) in the Consolidated Mines.   

Mosaic reports a total of 61.4 acres of wetland mitigation areas were released by EPCHC 
during the 2023/2024 reporting year. 

Mosaic may request reclamation releases outside of the annual report twice a year in the 
Spring and the Fall to Hillsborough County.   
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The spring 2021 release request for 2,915.8 acres in LRUs IMC-FCL-AC(3A), IMC-FCLAC(5), 
IMC-FCL-LMR(7), IMC-KC-HB(1), IMC-KC-WB(1) was submitted to Hillsborough County on 
March 24, 2021.  On May 16, 2023, Hillsborough County staff requested additional information. 

Reclamation activities during the 2023-2024 report year, included: 
1) Contouring, 354.5 acres, 2) Upland Planting, 1,008.2 acres, 3) Wetland Planting, 89.2

acres.

Significant Upland Wildlife Habitat (SUWH) 
During the 2023/2024 reporting year, Mosaic planted 35 acres of plants within the SUWH area and 
all areas previously seeded or top soiled were treated to control nuisance and exotic vegetation. 

No owls and no scrub jays were translocated from Hillsborough County during 2023/2024.  Mosaic 
reports that the number of scrub jay families observed within the Mosaic Wellfield Duette Preserve 
Subpopulation, the Little Manatee River State Park, SWFWMD Coker Tract, and Moody Branch is 
meeting and exceeding the USFW permit criteria.  The annual report indicates that 60 family groups 
were observed, while the permit criteria require 14 family groups.       

During 2023/2024 reporting year, a total of 11 gopher tortoises were transported from Four 
Corners/Lonesome Mines and released to the Lykes Brothers Fisheating Creek long-term protected 
gopher tortoise recipient site.    

Annual Financial Responsibility 
Mosaic’s current year, 2024/2025, proposed comprehensive (Hillsborough Consolidated Mines, Big 
Four Mine, and Hopewell Mine) financial responsibility agreement was reviewed and negotiated with 
the Office of Management and Budget, Hillsborough County Financial and Debt Analysis 
Department and was approved by the Board of County Commissioners on 

.  This comprehensive financial responsibility agreement includes the following: (1) a 
Reclamation Surety Bond equal or greater than $94,299,815 (2) an Environmental Liability 
Insurance Policy in the minimum amount of $43,000,000, and (3) a Corporate Guarantee 
from the Mosaic Company of Delaware in the amount of $11,769,656.00 to cover EPC wetland 
mitigation constructed but not yet released at $7,393 per acre.  The total amount of $149,069,471 
reported is based on the current level of the Reclamation Bond and Corporate Guarantee, plus 
the Environmental Liability Insurance Policy.  For consistency purposes, a minor correction to 
the Corporate Guarantee (Attachment 3) was completed prior to the February 11, 2025, BOCC 
Meeting approval of the 2024/2025 Financial Responsibility.     

Projected Development 
Mosaic reports the following is projected for the upcoming reporting year: 

Total acreage expected to be mined in the Hillsborough Consolidated Mine during the
report year 2024/2025 will be approximately 44.5 acres.
Reclamation activities expected during the report year 2024/2025 include 1) Contouring,
834 acres, 2) Upland Planting, 970 acres, and 3) Wetland Planting, 300 acres.
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 Clay storage activities are projected to continue at Four Corners Mines CSAs F-4, F-5, F-

2D, F-7, and Lonesome Mine CSAs L-1, L-2, and L-3.   
 Routine herbicide maintenance for nuisance and exotic plant species will continue on all 

SUWH areas.  
 Supplemental plantings of desirable native species will be conducted as needed within 

the SUWH areas.  
 Within the SUWH areas, additional controlled/prescribed burns are planned for the 2024-

2025 burn season.  
 Initial planting will take place in the SUWH areas within FDEP Reclamation Units LRU 

HPB(6) and HPB(9), and supplemental plantings will be done in LRU LMR(7) and LMR(6). 
 Adjustment of the reclamation timelines due to various reasons such as past State of 

Emergency Orders and the Clay Settling Area Resolutions.   
 

Review of Development Order Conditions 
A review of development order conditions as defined in Section III Amended Development Order 
Conditions of the Composite Development Order for Hillsborough County Mines, Consolidation 
and Extension Phases was conducted.  Based on the information provided in the 2023/2024 
Annual Report, the review verifies compliance with the requirements of DRI 263 and that existing 
Standard Operating Procedures and Best Management Practices are being followed. While most 
of the Section III conditions did not apply based on the 2023/2024 activities or will apply in the 
future, the following did apply and were found to be in compliance:   

1) III.C.1. through 7. Water Management and Supply – Groundwater were found to be in 
compliance. Mosaic is in compliance with the consolidated water use permit issued from 
the SWFWMD and data provided in the DRI 263 Environmental Monitoring Report 
indicated ground water quality met or were below applicable ground water standards. 

2) III.D.1. through 6. Water Management Surface Water were found to be in compliance. 
The DRI 263 Environmental Monitoring Report indicated no degradation of water quality 
standards by stormwater existing the site. 

3) III.E.1. through 3. Soils were found to be in compliance. 
4) III.G.1. Floodplains were found to be in compliance as no mining occurred in the 25-

year floodplain. 
5) III.I.1,2, and 6. Vegetation were found to be in compliance, SOPs and BMPs are being 

followed and permits are obtained for gopher tortoise relocations as required.    
 
Project History 

On March 21, 1974, the Lonesome Mine Development of Regional Impact was originally approved 
by the Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners and was subsequently amended on 
February 21, 1984, January 9, 1990, September 25, 1990 and May 7, 1991. 
 
On January 15, 1975, the Kingsford Mine Development of Regional Impact was originally approved 
by the Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners and was subsequently amended on 
March 29, 1988. 
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On January 4, 1978, the Four Corners Mine Development of Regional Impact was originally 
approved by the Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners, and was subsequently 
amended on April 22, 1981, May 13, 1986, January 9, 1990 and September 25, 1990. 
 
On November 8, 1974, the Lonesome Mine Operating Permit was originally issued by the 
Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners and has been subsequently amended. 
 
On January 15, 1975, the Kingsford Mine Operating Permit was originally issued by the Hillsborough 
County Board of County Commissioners and has been subsequently amended. 
 
On January 5, 1978, the Four Corners Mine Operating Permit was originally issued by the 
Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners and has been subsequently amended. 
 
On July 1, 1990, IMC Fertilizer, Inc. filed an application for development approval for a substantial 
deviation to the approved Lonesome, Kingsford and Four Corners DRIs and related operating 
permit amendments with the Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners, pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 380.06, Florida Statutes; and 
 
A 1990 substantial deviation proposed, among other things, the addition of approximately 18,000 
acres to form the Extension Phase, the removal of approximately 850 acres from the Lonesome 
Mine boundary, an addition to the mining area, a revision to the mining schedule and 
equipment utilization, a revision of the clay and tailing storage areas and disposal methods, an 
addition to the approved methods for transporting product from the plants, a revision of the 
employee traffic impacts, the addition of a railroad to connect the Four Corners, Lonesome 
and Kingsford plants, the upgrading of the Lonesome Plan operations, including wet rock 
loading facilities, additional floodplain crossings, and the combination of the three approved mines 
into a single mine for reporting purposes; and 
 
On or about March 25, 1992, IMC Fertilizer, Inc. requested that the application be divided into 
Phase I (the "Consolidation Phase") and Phase II (the "Extension Phase"); and  
 
On July 1, 1993, IMC Fertilizer, Inc. became IMC-Agrico (IMC-Agrico). 
 
On July 21, 1993, the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) adopted Resolution No. R93-
0170, granting the consolidation of IMC’s existing approved mines (Lonesome, Kingsford, and 
Four Corners) in Hillsborough County into one mine (DRI-213, Hillsborough County 
Consolidated).  The Development Order authorized changes to these mines (described below) 
during Phase I (also referred to as the “Consolidation Phase”). The changes to the original 
mines include the following: the removal of approximately 850 acres from the Lonesome Mine 
(LSM) site; the addition of 3,248 minable acres within the existing mines’ boundaries; a 
revision to the mining schedule and equipment utilization; a time extension for mining; a 
revision to the clay and sand tailing storage areas and disposal methods; the approval of 
trucking as a method for transporting product from the plants; the addition of a railroad to 
connect all three mine plants; the upgrading of the Lonesome Plant operations; and additional 
25-year floodplain, wetland and roadway crossings requirements.   

On March 23, 1995, the BOCC adopted Resolution No. R95-062, amending the Development 
Order (DO) for the Hillsborough Consolidated Mines.  This was Phase II, "the Extension 
Phase" of the project, and included the addition of 17,915 acres (14,706 minable acres).  The 
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amendment also extended the mining schedule to 2018 (a cumulative four-year extension); 
extended the reclamation schedule (a cumulative 11-year extension); extended the 
Development Order by 14 years; added nine new tributary floodplain crossings; and revised 
tailing and clay disposal plans, including the size, capacity and general locations of nine clay 
settling ponds in the Expansion area.  The amendment indicates which conditions are 
applicable to which parts of the project.  Generally, the conditions of the older DRI’s are 
applicable to the added areas, unless superseded by stricter conditions.  The Development 
Order expires on December 31, 2027.   

On April 25, 1996, the BOCC adopted Resolution No. R96-120, amending the DRI Development 
Order, Operating Permit, and Master Mine Plan to add the Shuman Tract, approximately 35 acres. 

On January 13, 1998, Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners approved the NOPC 
and adopted Resolution 98-012, amending the DRI Development Order, Operating Permit, and 
Master Mine Plan to add the Spivey Tract, approximately 157 acres. 

On September 26, 2000, Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners approved the 
NOPC and adopted Resolution 00-223, amending the DRI Development Order, Operating Permit, 
and Master Mine Plan to add the Reynolds Parcel, approximately 357 acres. 

On February 11, 2003, the BOCC approved the NOPC and adopted Resolution 03-026, 
amending the DRI Development Order, Operating Permit, and Master Mine Plan to temporarily 
authorize a different destination for the approved Lonesome Mine plant truck traffic, so all 160 
trucks may travel north on CR 39 from the Lonesome Mine Plant site to the Tampa Bay Water 
Regional Reservoir site. 

On October 25, 2004, IMC Phosphates Company merged with Cargill Crop Nutrition and was 
renamed Mosaic Phosphates Company.  

On January 25, 2005, the BOCC approved the NOPC and adopted Resolution 05-021, amending 
the DRI Development Order, Operating Permit, and Master Mine Plan to allow construction and 
operation of the Central Screening Station. 

On July 29, 2005, Mosaic Phosphates Company merged with and into Mosaic Fertilizer, LLC. 

On March 11, 2008, the BOCC approved the DRI No. 263 Substantial Deviation and adopted 
Resolution No. 08-047, amending the DRI Development Order, Operating Permit, and Master 
Mine Plan. The Development Order authorized among other things the addition of seven 
parcels containing approximately 1,540 acres to form the Hillsborough County Mines Addition 
Area  - DRI #263 (hereinafter "DRI #263 Addition Area Phase"); the removal of approximately 
7,251.5 acres from the Lonesome and Four Corners Mine boundaries; the addition of a mine 
infrastructure corridor, including expanded use of approved Stream Crossing "O", together  
with a deletion of Stream Crossings D, M, Q, R, S, and T that will now remain undisturbed; the 
revision of mining plans and incorporation of clay settling area siting plans conceptually 
approved by the HCEPC on April 26, 2005 and July 7, 2005, as part of the Life of Mines 
application for wetland impacts and mitigation approval as depicted on Map 38H-4, Revised 
Clay Settling Area Locations, 2006 Revisions to MMRP - Revised 5/31/07; the revision of 
reclamation plans that reflect these changes as well as the reclamation already completed in 
the DRI #213 area; the updating of DRI #213 Development Order conditions that have been 
satisfied or are no longer applicable; the updating of the approved methods for transporting 
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product from the plants; the transfer of approved product shipments from Lonesome to Four 
Corners; and the updating of the product shipment destination points and deletion of certain 
destination points and route segments; and except for the amendments specified herein the 
previous DRI and Operating Permit approvals and conditions set forth in the previous 
development orders shall remain in full force and effect.  

On July 15, 2009, Mosaic Fertilizer, LLC filed a Notice of Proposed Change ("NOPC") and an 
application to amend the Operating Permit/Master Mine and Reclamation Plan for the Hillsborough 
County Mines Development of Regional Impact DRI #263 proposing to add approximately 75 acres 
of land, previously owned by Kathy Surface (hereinafter referred to as the "Surface Parcel"), to DRI 
#263 Composite Development Order and Operating Permit; and 
 
On August 10, 2010, the Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners approved the 
NOPC and adopted Resolution R10-113, amending DRI #263 Composite Development Order and 
Operating Permit, and the Master Mine and Reclamation Plan to add the approximately 75 acre 
Surface Parcel; and 
On April 4, 2018, per Section 252.363, Florida Statues and State of Florida Executive Order 
Numbers 17-204 and 17-260, the County recognized the extension of the Effective Period of 
Development Order from December 31, 2027 to December 22, 2030; Mining Completion Date 
from December 31, 2018 to December 22, 2021; and Reclamation Completion Date from 
December 31, 2026 to December 22, 2029. 
 
On November 14, 2018, the BOCC adopted Resolution No. R18-0129, amending the DRI #263 
Composite Development Order and Operating Permit requirement that the amount of clay 
produced in each county be disposed of in that county to allow existing clay settling areas 
(CSA) L-1, L-2, L-3, F-4, F-5, F-7 in Hillsborough County to accept clays from Hardee County 
until November 14, 2023 and eliminating the construction of specific CSAs.   

On January 25, 2019, Tampa Electric Company (TEC), the owner of a portion of Parcel 7 of the 
DRI #263 Addition Area Phase, a +/- 435 acre parcel (hereafter, the "TEC Parcel"), submitted an 
application to amend the DRI #263 Composite Development Order and Operating Permit to 
remove the TEC Parcel from the boundaries of DRI #263 and from the DRI #263 Composite 
Development Order and Operating Permit. 

On June 11, 2019, the BOCC adopted Resolution No. R19-082, amending DRI #263 
Composite Development Order and Operating Permit to remove the 435 acres owned by Tampa 
Electric Company from the boundaries of DRI #263 and from the DRI #263 Composite 
Development Order and Operating Permit.  

On January 14, 2022, the County recognized time extensions per § 252.363, Florida Statutes, and 
by letter dated September 13, 2021, from counsel for Mosaic.  The DRI #263 Composite 
Development Order and Operating Permit dates were extended as follows: the Section 5 
Restriction on Downzoning was extended from December 22, 2030 to October 9, 2032; the 
Composite Attachment A- Section III.A. Life and Timing of Development-Effective period of 
Development Order was extended from December 22, 2030 to October 9, 2032; the Composite 
Attachment A- Section III.A. Life and Timing of Development-Mining Completion Date was 
extended from December 21, 2021 to October 9, 2023; and Composite Attachment A- Section III.A. 
Life and Timing of Development-Reclamation Completion Date was extended from December 22, 
2029 to October 9, 2031. 
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On November 7, 2023, the Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners adopted 
Resolution 23-095, amending the DRI #263 Composite Development Order and Operating Permit 
to extend the time period in which certain waste clays originating from Hardee County may be 
disposed in designated existing Hillsborough County clay settling areas. 
 
On December 23, 2024, the County recognized time extensions per § 252.363, Florida Statutes, 
and by letter dated November 11, 2024, from counsel for Mosaic. The DRI #263 Composite 
Development Order and Operating Permit dates were extended as follows: the Section 5 
Restriction on Downzoning was extended from October 9, 2032 to July 16, 2036; the Composite 
Attachment A- Section III.A. Life and Timing of Development-Effective period of Development 
Order was extended from October 9, 2032 to July 16, 2036; the Composite Attachment A- Section 
III.A. Life and Timing of Development-Mining Completion Date was extended from October 9, 2023 
to July 15, 2027; and Composite Attachment A- Section III.A. Life and Timing of Development-
Reclamation Completion Date was extended from October 9, 2031 to July 15, 2035. 
On December 4, 2024, Keesai Farms, LLC (“Keesai”), the owner of parcel 088895.0050 (“Keesai 
Parcel”) of the DRI #263 submitted an application to amend the DRI #263 Composite Development 
Order and Operating Permit to remove the Keesai Parcel from the boundaries of DRI #263 and 
from the DRI #263 Composite Development Order and Operating Permit. 
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Gopher Tortoise Recipient Site (For Long-Term Protected Sites)
FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Division of Habitat and Species Conservation
Wildlife Diversity Conservation Section 

620 South Meridian Street, Mail Station 2A 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600 

(850) 921-1031

Permittee Name: Mosaic Fertilizer LLC
Permittee Address: 13830 Circa Crossing Drive

LITHIA, FLORIDA
33547 UNITED STATES

Permit Number: GTLR-22-00001
Effective Date: January 31, 2022
Expiration Date: Perpetual

Agent Name: Edward Murawski
Agent Address: Kleinfelder

1907 North US Highway 301 Suite 100
TAMPA, FLORIDA 33619
UNITED STATES

IS AUTHORIZED TO:

receive and release gopher tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus) within the long-term protected recipient site identified
below.

AUTHORIZED
LOCATION(S):

275.76-acre Mosaic Wellfield South long-term protected recipient site located at 33000 SR 64 E
(T35S,R21E,S3 & 4; with Latitude 27° 28' 2.21" N and Longitude 82° 12' 8.95" W), in Manatee
County.

Permittee Signature: Date:
Not valid unless signed. By signature, confirms that all information provided to issue the permit is accurate and
complete, and indicates acceptance and understanding of the provisions and conditions listed below. Any false
statements or misrepresentations when applying for this permit may result in felony charges and will
result in revocation of this permit.

Authorized By: Claire Blunden Authorized for: Eric Sutton, Executive Director

Authorizing Signature: Date: 01/31/2022
Wildlife Diversity Conservation Section

PERMIT CONDITIONS AND PROVISIONS:
1 Authorization to conduct the specified activities in association with the relocation of gopher tortoises in Florida is

subject to Rules 68A-9.002 and 68A-27, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), the Gopher Tortoise Permitting
Guidelines (April 2008 – revised January 2017) [hereafter, the 'Permitting Guidelines'], and subsequent revisions
of these guidelines that are in effect at the time permits are granted to relocate gopher tortoises to the
authorized location, and subject to the following provisions/conditions. The Mosaic Wellfield South Recipient Site
is permitted under the Gopher Tortoise Permitting Guidelines (revised January 2017).

2 The Permittee shall grant a perpetual conservation easement over the Mosaic Wellfield South recipient site to the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) and record the easement in the permanent Manatee
County property records. Either the original recorded easement, or a certified as recorded copy, shall be
provided to the Gopher Tortoise Program Coordinator, 620 S. Meridian Street (M.S. 2A), Tallahassee, Florida
32399-1600. The easement boundary shall have boundary points recorded on a Global Positioning System (GPS)
unit and an ArcGIS shapefile provided to FWC to facilitate boundary identification by FWC biologists. The GPS
records must be maintained for the life of the easement. This permit will not go into effect until FWC confirms
receipt for the recorded conservation easement from the Permittee as specified under this condition.

3 The activities authorized under this Permit may be carried out by authorized personnel or contractors of the
Permittee or the designated Authorized Gopher Tortoise Agent (Agent), provided all such activities are under the
direct supervision and responsibility of the Permittee or Agent.  The Permittee and Agent shall be as fully
responsible for any such activities to the same extent as if they had themselves carried out those activities under
this Permit.

PERMIT NO. GTLR-22-00001 Page :  1 / 3
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4 Approval of the recipient site is otherwise predicated and conditioned on the information and assurances provided
in the Permittee’s August 13, 2020 application (as supplemented), the assurances of which are herein
incorporated by reference.

5 The Permittee shall manage and maintain habitat for gopher tortoises in accordance with the Mosaic Fertilizer,
LLC Mosaic Wellfield South Long-term Protected Gopher Tortoise Recipient Site Habitat Management Plan (May
18, 2021) that has been approved by the FWC. This Management Plan includes a landowner commitment to
develop a gopher tortoise mortality contingency plan and notify FWC if tortoise mortality meets the criteria
identified in Appendix 3 of the Permitting Guidelines.  Any observed mortalities must be reported to FWC within
30 days of initial observation and must include information outlined in the Tortoise mortality/contingency plan
described in the FWC-approved recipient site management plan. This information must also be documented in the
recipient site monitoring report outlined in condition 6, below. The approved Management Plan shall be appended
to and incorporated by reference into the conservation easement.

6 The Permittee shall keep written records of all the habitat management activities conducted within, and all
tortoises relocated into the recipient site. A report of the habitat management activities, habitat monitoring and
gopher tortoise population monitoring, as described in the Management Plan, shall be provided to the Gopher
Tortoise Program Coordinator either by being uploaded to the FWC online permit system , sent via email to
GTPermits@MyFWC.com, or mailed to the address indicated in Condition #2, in accordance with the phased
recipient site monitoring and reporting requirements of the Permitting Guidelines, with the first report due April
30, 2025. The subsequent reports shall be received by the Gopher Tortoise Program's office by April 30th every
three years thereafter for the first 15 years this permit is in effect. If the landowner has met monitoring and
reporting requirements during the first 15 years, the monitoring and reporting requirement is reduced to every 5
years for the next 10 years. Following 25 years of successfully meeting all monitoring, habitat management and
reporting requirement, reports are required every ten years. Reports shall contain the content and be in the form
provided by the FWC and include the results of all monitoring and habitat management activities conducted
through January 31st of the year the report is due.

7 All tortoises accepted and received at the recipient site must be covered under a valid FWC permit that
specifically authorizes the relocation of those animals to this site.

8 All tortoises must be marked. The marginal scutes of tortoises >130 mm carapace length (CL) shall either be
drilled or notched, and marginal scutes of juveniles < 130 mm CL notched.  Passive Integrated Transponder
(PIT) tags may be used as an alternative to drilling or notching the marginal scutes.

9 During colder months, tortoises shall only be captured and relocated when the low temperature at the recipient
site is forecasted by the National Weather Service ( www.nws.noaa.gov) to be above 50° F for three consecutive
days [72 hours] after release (including the day of relocation). This three-day window of milder temperatures is
required to allow the relocated tortoises to settle into the recipient site and reduce the chance of cold-related
stress or mortality. 

10 Permittee shall not accept gopher tortoises that show signs of disease (i.e., nasal and ocular discharge,
emaciation, etc.).  The Permittee should direct individuals that bring symptomatic tortoises to the recipient site to
alternatively release those tortoises back within the donor/capture site; transport them to an FWC licensed
wildlife rehabilitation center (list available upon request) or licensed veterinary facility for quarantine
and observation for recovery and subsequent relocation; transport and donate them to an FWC permitted
disease research program; or have them humanely euthanized by a licensed veterinarian when disease is
advanced.

11 This permit does not authorize Permittee access to any public or private properties. Any required permission
accordingly must be secured from the appropriate landholders prior to undertaking any work on such properties.

12 This permit can be suspended, revoked or not renewed for just cause pursuant to 68-1.010, F.A.C. and Chapter
120, Florida Statutes.  It is non-transferable and must be readily available for inspection at all times while
engaging in the permitted activities.

13 Up to 667 gopher tortoises may be received at and relocated to the estimated 266.53 acres of tortoise habitat
contained within the 275.76-acre Mosaic Wellfield South recipient site identified above. 

14 The Permittee, by signing this permit, specifically agrees to allow authorized Commission personnel, upon
presentation of credentials as may be required by law, access to the recipient site, at reasonable times, for the
purpose of inspecting the relocation and release activities authorized under this permit.

15 The Permittee shall provide the FWC with sufficient assurance that it retains the financial capability to conduct the
habitat management necessary to enhance or maintain quality habitat for gopher tortoises by complying with the
requirements of Sections 10.b.ii through 10.b.vi, and Section 16.e of Amendment 2 to the MOA, executed June
18, 2015.

16 Applications to amend this permit to authorize relocations of gopher tortoises to other units within this recipient
site will be evaluated and acted upon by the FWC under either the Guidelines and MOA, if the amendment
application is filed pursuant to the MOA; or under the rules, permitting guidelines and provision/conditions in
place at the time of application. Specific areas within other units that are proposed to receive relocated tortoises
will also be evaluated for their suitability during the application review process.

17 Receipt of gopher tortoises that are relocated but not pursuant to the MOA will be subject to the rules, permitting
guidelines and provisions/conditions that are in effect at the time those activities are authorized. This provision
only applies to gopher tortoise relocation permits that are not covered under the MOA, and does not require this
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recipient site permit to be amended.

18 Gopher tortoises released at a recipient site shall be released into an enclosure in conformance with the FWC
enclosure requirements. The enclosure must be maintained for a minimum period of six months from the date
gopher tortoises were most recently released, but no longer than twelve months; however, the maximum 12-
month time limit will not apply when the entire perimeter of the approved recipient site parcel is permanently
fenced in conformance with the FWC enclosure requirements. Enclosure materials, construction methods and
dimensions must conform to the requirements specified in the Guidelines. The enclosures must be regularly
monitored and maintained, including the immediate repair of any damage to maintain the integrity of the
enclosure. Monitoring of the enclosure shall be conducted at least once a week for the first four weeks following
release of tortoises, and at least once a month thereafter.

A person whose substantial interests are affected by FWC’s action may petition for an administrative
proceeding (hearing) under sections 120.569 and 120.57 of the Florida Statutes. A person seeking a
hearing on FWC’s action shall file a petition for hearing with the agency within 21 days of receipt of
written notice of the decision. The petition must contain the information and otherwise comply with
section 120.569, Florida Statutes, and the uniform rules of the Florida Division of Administration, chapter
28-106, Florida Administrative Code. If the FWC receives a petition, FWC will notify the Permittee. The
attached Explanation of Rights statement provides additional information as to the rights of parties whose
substantial interests are or may be affected by this action.
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