
Variance Application: VAR 24-0740
LUHO Hearing Date: June 24, 2024

Case Reviewer: Tania C. Chapela
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Development Services Department

Applicant: Leslie Van Trump Zoning: RSC-3

Location: 7901 Spring Valley Drive, Tampa; Folio 4824.0000

Request Summary:
The applicant is requesting variances to the rear yard setbacks and height of a proposed accessory dwelling over an 
existing detached garage on property zoned RSC-3.

Requested Variances:
LDC Section: LDC Requirement: Variance: Result:

6.11.02.E
6.01.01

An accessory dwelling shall meet 
principal building setbacks.  A 25-foot 

rear yard setback is required in the RSC-
3 district.

21.5 feet 3.5-foot rear yard setback for 
the accessory dwelling

6.11.02.G

An accessory dwelling may be located 
above a detached garage or other 

accessory structure only where the 
principal dwelling on the lot has two or 

more stories

Allow accessory 
dwelling over 

detached garage 
where the principal 

dwelling on the lot is 
one story in height

Accessory dwelling over 
detached garage where the 
principal dwelling on the lot 

is one story in height.

Findings:

Building permit HC-BLD-23-0044685 in review for conversion of storage space above the existing 
detached garage to an accessory dwelling unit.  

Per the applicant’s narrative and plans, the living space of the accessory dwelling unit will be 900 
square feet.  The primary dwelling on the property will be owner occupied to allow for the 
accessory dwelling unit.

Zoning Administrator Sign Off: 
Colleen Marshall
Wed Jun 12 2024 21:01:05

DISCLAIMER:
The variance(s) listed above is based on the information provided in the application by the applicant.  Additional 
variances may be needed after the site has applied for development permits.  The granting of these variances does not 
obviate the applicant or property owner from attaining all additional required approvals including but not limited to:  
subdivision or site development approvals and building permit approvals.
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Accessory dwelling building footprint dimensions = 23.75’ x 68.87’ 
Accessory dwelling height to the peak of the structure = 19’ 8”
Accessory dwelling bottom floor total square feet, and  living space area in square feet 
as defined by the LDC Sec. 6.11.02 below. = total sf – 1635.7sf, living space – 0 sf
Accessory dwelling total upper floor area, and living space area in square feet as defined 

by the LDC Sec. 6.11.02 below. = total sf – 1635.7sf, living space – 900 sf
Pictures of the balcony = attached
Accessory dwelling Setbacks dimensions to the closest property lines to the north and 

east. The measurements shall be taken from the edges of the structure = 14.63’ to N, 3.54’ to E

Principal Dwelling unit total floor area = 2470 sf 
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9 of 11 02/2023VAR

_____________________________ 

This accessory building was built in 1968, before zoning went into effect.  I bought the property in 
May 2022 in good faith that it could be used as it has been used for the past 55 years.  It is my 
families intent to not change the long established footprint of this structure, but to make it an 
accessory dwelling for an extended family member.

The 2 buildings on this property have been existing since 1968, prior to the LDC. The rear 
setback & height of the structure have not been altered since built.  The rules changed, not the 
location & height of the building.  If these 2 variances are granted we will renovate, remodel and 
update both structures in accordance with today's Hillsborough County code requirements.

These structures have been in existence since 1968, causing no injury to anyone.  We are 
improving & modernizing the look of this property. The dwelling has not been maintained in the 
past years and it's my intent to improve the condition & appearance to not only this structure but 
also the primary dwelling which has also been neglected.

This accessory structure/dwelling & primary dwelling is currently not in harmony with the 
neighborhood, only because of it's neglect over the years and currently stands out as an eye 
sore to the neighborhood.  By granting this variance, it will allow us to renovate these structures 
so they will be brought back in harmony with our beautiful, unique neighborhood of spacious 
individual1/2 acre lots.

Our improvements to the property will bring the property up to today's code standards & allow us 
to have an extended family unit without the addition of additional footprint to either structure.

The public benefits are that the property will be substantially improved & no longer a grossly 
unmaintained eye sore to our neighborhood.
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