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Development Services Department

1.0 APPLICATION SUMMARY

Applicant: Elena’s Blue Cigars and Hookah LLC

Zoning: CG

FLU Category: RES-6 

Service Area: Urban

Community Plan Area: Northwest Town and Country

Overlay: None

Special District: None

Use: Cigar Bar and Lounge

Total Wet Zone Area Requested: 2,494 square feet

Inside Area Requested: 1,641 square feet

Outside Area Requested: 853 square feet

Location: 9953 W. Hillsborough Avenue, Tampa; Folio 5999.0150

Introduction Summary:

The applicant is requesting a 4-COP alcoholic beverage permit with distance separation waivers to allow for a cigar 
room and cocktail lounge at 9953 W. Hillsborough Avenue.

Distance Separation Requirements Complies with Requirement
Distance to Certain Community Uses Shall Be 500 feet No

Distance to Residentially Zoned Property Shall be 250 Feet No

No More than 3 Approved Alcoholic Beverage uses within 1,000 
feet No

Development Services Recommendation:

Approvable, Subject to Conditions

Existing Alcoholic Beverage Permit 
Being Rescinded: No

Existing Alcoholic 
Beverage Permit 
Number:

NA
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2.0 REQUESTED DISTANCE SEPARATION WAIVER DETAILS 
Requested Waiver Required Separation Waiver Distance Resulting Separation 
Distance from proposed structure to certain 
community uses 

500 feet 166 feet 334 feet 

Community Uses: Educated Minds Academy (334’) and Educated Minds Primary School (461’) 
Applicant’s Justification: 
 
The proposed wet zoning will have little to no impact on the surrounding community uses.  It is located on the backside 
of an out parcel which is part of a much larger and higher density retail center.  The footprint is extremely small, 1,641 
square feet.  As far as community uses in particular, our peak hours will be outside the operational hours of the 
daycare, elementary and church, and thus will not have any major effect on their operations. 
 
W. Hillsborough Avenue is one of the highest traffic corridors in Hillsborough County.  We would see on average 62K 
cars per day pass by.  Special Use Permits have been granted along this corridor, so we believe there is a precedent 
set for the area.  Our intent is to enhance the entertainment experience in the community in question and have made 
every attempt to avoid having a negative impact on the area as a whole, including choosing a site that is shielded on 
all sides from the very negative impact that these ordinances seek to enforce. 
 
Requested Waiver Required Separation Waiver Distance Resulting Separation 
Distance from proposed structure to 
residentially zoned property 

250 feet 69 feet 181 feet 

Applicant’s Justification: 
 

The proposed wet zoning will have little to no impact on the surrounding residential uses.  It is located on the backside 
of an out parcel which is part of a much larger and higher density retail center.  The footprint is extremely small, 1,641 
square feet and its proximity to residential is blocked by a privacy wall on the opposite side of W. Hillsborough Avenue.   
 
W. Hillsborough Avenue is one of the highest traffic corridors in Hillsborough County.  We would see on average 62K 
cars per day pass by.  Special Use Permits have been granted along this corridor, so we believe there is a precedent 
set for the area.  Our intent is to enhance the entertainment experience in the community in question and have made 
every attempt to avoid having a negative impact on the area as a whole, including choosing a site that is shielded on 
all sides from the very negative impact that these ordinances seek to enforce. 

 
Requested Waiver # Approved Permits 
No more than 3 approved alcoholic beverage permits within 1,000 feet 4  
Applicant’s Justification: 
 
The proposed wetzoning will have little to no impact on the surrounding uses.  It is located on the backside of an out 
parcel which is part of a much larger and higher density retail center.  The footprint is extremely small, 1,641 square 
feet and its proximity to residential is blocked by a privacy wall on the opposite side of W. Hillsborough Avenue (Exhibit 
B).  As far as community uses in particular, our peak hours will be outside the operational hours of the daycare, 
elementary and church, and thus will not have any major effect on their operations. 
 
W. Hillsborough Avenue is one of the highest traffic corridors in Hillsborough County.  We would see on average 62K 
cars per day pass by.  Special Use Permits have been granted along this corridor, so we believe there is a precedent 
set for the area.  Our intent is to enhance the entertainment experience in the community in question and have made 
every attempt to avoid having a negative impact on the area as a whole, including choosing a site that is shielded on 
all sides from the very negative impact that these ordinances seek to enforce. 
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3.0 LAND USE MAP SET AND SUMMARY DATA  

3.1 Vicinity Map  

 

 

Context of Surrounding Area: 
 
The surrounding area is a mixture of commercial and multifamily uses along Hillsborough Avenue, as well as single 
family residential development further to the north and south of Hillsborough Avenue accessed by local roads. 
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3.0 LAND USE MAP SET AND SUMMARY DATA  

3.2 Immediate Area Map 

 

Adjacent Zonings and Uses 

Location: Zoning: Land Use: 

North CG Shopping Center 

South PD Hillsborough Avenue, then Multifamily Condominiums 

East  CG Shopping Center 

West CG Shopping Center 

 
 



APPLICATION NUMBER: SU-AB 24-0493 
LUHO HEARING DATE: MAY 20, 2024 
REQUESTED CLASSIFICATION: 4-COP Case Reviewer: Tania C. Chapela   

  

Page 5 of 7 

4.0 Staff Findings 
 
LDC Section 6.11.11.E.3 provides for approval of separation waivers where there are “special or unique circumstances 
where the alcoholic beverage use applied for does not have significant impacts on surrounding land uses and certain 
circumstances negate the necessity for the specified distance requirements.”   
 
Staff finds the requested separation waiver supportable because the proposed site is separated from Educated Minds 
Academy and Primary School by a parking area, and the childcare center and school are located within a commercial 
shopping center where various commercial uses would be expected to be found.    
 
The proposed wet zoning is separated from the residentially zoned property to the south by Hillsborough Ave. a 6-lane 
principal arterial road, and a six-foot-high masonry wall and row of shade trees. Additionally, the route of travel from 
the proposed wet zoning to the nearest residential property exceeds 1400 feet.  
 
There are three existing wet zonings of certain types within the shopping center. Staff finds the proposed wet zoning is 
consistent with the character of the shopping center and should not significantly increase the cumulative effects posed 
by the number of wet zonings in the shopping center. No objections to the proposed wet zoning from neighboring 
residents or other tenants of the shopping center have been received by staff. There is a fourth wetzoning located along 
Hillsborough Avenue, to the south that is being separated by an intervening property, and a local road. Therefore, staff 
does not object to the requested waiver regarding the number of existing wet zonings within 1,000 feet. 
 
For the reasons discussed above, staff finds the proposed wet zoning does not pose significant impacts on surrounding 
land uses and the necessity for the specified distance requirements is negated. 
 
5.0 RECOMMENDATION AND PROPOSED CONDITIONS (If Applicable) 
 
Staff finds the proposed 4-COP Alcoholic Beverage Permit to be APPROVABLE with conditions.  Approval is based upon 
the wet zone survey reflecting a total wet zone footprint of 2,494 square feet, as shown on the wet zone survey received 
February 27, 2024. 
 

1. A 5-foot-wide sidewalk clearance shall be maintained at all times adjacent to the parking lot to allow for 
continued ADA and pedestrian accessibility to building entrances. 

 
 
 

Zoning Administrator Sign Off:  

Colleen Marshall
Tue May  7 2024 17:08:59  

SITE, SUBDIVISION AND BUILDING CONSTRUCTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
& BUILDING REVIEW AND APPROVAL.  
Approval of this special use petition by Hillsborough County does not constitute a guarantee that the project will receive 
approvals/permits necessary for site development as proposed will be issued, nor does it imply that other required permits needed 
for site development or building construction are being waived or otherwise approved.  The project will be required to comply 
with the Site Development Plan Review approval process in addition to obtain all necessary building permits for on-site structures.  
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6.0 PROPOSED WET ZONE SURVEY
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6.0 PROPOSED WET ZONE SURVEY (Page 2 if Applicable)
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Project Description: 

 

Elena’s Blues & Cigars will be an upscale cigar room and cocktail lounge focusing on crafts 
11-year  Bay Bucs 

vet  goal is to create an entertaining & relaxing, upscale  to enjoy great friends, 
and great music wants to create a long -
lasting place for cigar  and Blue’s lovers alike  

24-0493
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Received
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