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Development Services Department

Applicant: Plato Academy Tampa Zoning: CPV

Location: 7705 Gunn Highway, Tampa; Folio 3392.0000

Request Summary:
The applicant is requesting variances from the requirements found in Land Development Code (LDC) Parts 3.10.00, 
Citrus Park Village Development Regulations, and 6.07.00, Fences and Walls. The site is approximately 4.6 acres in size
and is located within the CPV A-1 and CPV A-5 subdistricts.   The site is currently occupied by a private school (Plato 
Academy Tampa). The CPV Development Regulations requires specific standards for chain link fences, including 
placement, type and color of the cladding, and plantings along these fences. Additionally, per the LDC fence and wall 
regulations, fences on front yards are limited to a maximum height of 4 feet. According to the variance application and 
property survey, a 6-foot high, chain link fence currently surrounds the school perimeter.  The chain link fence contains 
a blue fabric utilized to screen the school property, and no plantings are provided to meet the CPV standards.

Requested Variances:
LDC Section: LDC Requirement: Variance: Result:

6.07.02.C.1.a
And

3.10.07.C

Fences over four feet in height shall not 
be allowed within the required front 
yards.

2-foot height increase 
for the chain link 
fence along front 
yards.

A 6-foot-high chain link fence 
would remain in place in the 
front yards, along Berkford 
Ave. and Spivey Dr.

6.07.02.C.1.d
In general, the design of fences shall be 
in keeping with neighborhood 
appearance. Fences may be constructed 
of commonly used materials such as 
chain link, masonry, wood or PVC.

To allow the use of a 
material (blue fabric 
over the chain link 
fence) not commonly 
used in the area.

The chain link fence along the 
school property would 
maintain the blue fabric 
material.

3.10.07.C

Chain link fences shall be clad in green, 
brown, or black vinyl and all sections shall 
have top rails. Additionally, evergreen 
vines, such as Confederate Jasmine, Coral 
Honeysuckle, or Beach Elder, shall be 
planted along the entire length of the 
fence, excluding gates, no more than six 
feet apart on centers. Said plants shall be 
in three-gallon containers, at a minimum, 
at time of planting.

To eliminate the 
chain link fence 
cladding and required 
planting.

The existing chain link fence 
would not include the 
additional plantings and will 
remain without cladding.
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Findings: 

According to the applicant, the existing 6-foot chain link has been in existence since the previous 
owner (church site). Per LDC Sec. 6.04.02.A.5, all fencing erected prior to April 15, 1987, shall be 
granted non-conforming status. Staff conducted research on the church site and based on County 
aerials from 1986, the church use was established prior to 1987. However, due to the low quality 
of the aerial photographs, staff was unable to confirm if a 6-foot-high chain link fence was in 
existence on the site.  The applicant was advised to include the fence height variance request since 
the age of the subject chain link fence could not be determined.  
 
The CPV-A5 district does not have a minimum front yard setback, but it requires a maximum front 
yard setback of 10 feet. Staff evaluated this requirement for the fence location and its height, and 
it was determined that the area for the maximum setback of 10 feet functions as the required 
yard, therefore, a 6-foot-high fence would need to be placed outside the 10-foot front yard.  
 
The site is under Code Enforcement violation (CE22014825) for the fence material (blue fabric). 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zoning Administrator Sign Off:  

Colleen Marshall
Wed Oct 11 2023 13:52:51  

DISCLAIMER: 
The variance(s) listed above is based on the information provided in the application by the applicant.  Additional 
variances may be needed after the site has applied for development permits.  The granting of these variances does 
not obviate the applicant or property owner from attaining all additional required approvals including but not limited 
to:  subdivision or site development approvals and building permit approvals. 
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SURVEY/SITE PLAN
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PICTURES/GRAPHICS 
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_________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________ 

the second page of this form must be 

______________________________ ________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ _______________________________ 

___________________________ 

____________________________ 

Yes 
If “Yes” is checked on the above please ensure you include all items marked with * on the last page. 

Yes 
If “Yes” is checked on the above please ensure you include all items marked with + on the last page. 
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02/2022

pursuant 
to Chapter 119 FS? Yes 

________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ ___________________ 
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Included 

1 + 

+ 

3 

*

Sunbiz Form* 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Site Plan +

11 

13 

Other Documents 

+
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Variance number 23-0594
This letter is to clarify the addition of 2 variance requests.   

1. Request for variance on LDC section 6.07.02.c.1 and 3.10.07.c 
2. Request for variance on LDC 3.10.07.c 

 

 Address: 7705 Gunn Hwy, Tampa, FL 33625

Sincerely,

Stephen Donnelly 
Stephen Donnelly

Facilities Director

Plato Academy Schools

facilitiesdirector@platoacdemy.net

727-631-4957
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06/05/2023VAR 23-0594
07/31/2023 LUHO 274846

Received 
06-05-23
Development
Services
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