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Development Services Department

1.0 APPLICATION SUMMARY

Applicant: Abacus Farms, LLC

FLU 
Category: SMU-6 (Suburban Mixed Use – 6) 

Service Area: Urban

Site Acreage: 6.23 

Community 
Plan Area: Ruskin 

Overlay:  None 

Introduction Summary
PD 04-0063 was approved in 2004 to allow the property located at the northwest corner of East College Avenue and 
15th Street SE, approximately 1.25 miles east of S US 41, to be developed for CG, CN, and BPO uses with up to 94,500 
square feet of gross floor area The applicant is requesting a modification to combine Parcels B, C and D of the PD, to 
reconfigure the building envelop and access, change the allowable hours of operation, and allow for a retail, office, 
warehouse, and distribution uses. The majority of the subject property is currently used as a plant nursery. Parcel A is 
developed for 22,000 square feet of retail use and is not being modified. 

Existing Approval(s) Proposed Modification(s)

Parcel A: 22,000 SF furniture store No change 

Parcel B: 50,000 SF of office, warehouse, and CG uses 
Combine Parcels B, C, and D to allow up to 40,000 SF of 
retail, warehouse, and distribution uses. Parcel C: 15,000 SF of restricted CN uses 

Parcel D: 7,500 SF of BPO uses

Additional Information

PD Variation(s)
None 

Waiver(s) to the Land Development Code 
None 

Planning Commission Recommendation
Consistent

Development Services Recommendation
Approvable, subject to proposed conditions 
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2.0 LAND USE MAP SET AND SUMMARY DATA
2.1 Vicinity Map

Context of Surrounding Area:

The subject property fronts the north side of a 206-foot-wide E College Avenue Right-of-Way and is located 
approximately halfway between S US Highway 41 and Interstate 75 in the Ruskin Community Plan Area. The primary 
uses in the immediate vicinity include single-family and multi-family residential, retail, and a church with a child care 
facility.  Several large properties in the area are undeveloped.
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2.0 LAND USE MAP SET AND SUMMARY DATA

2.2 Future Land Use Map

Subject Site Future Land Use Category Community Mixed Use – 12 (CMU-12)

Maximum Density/FAR 12 dwelling units per gross acre (du/ga) / 0.50 FAR

Typical Uses
Residential, community scale retail, commercial, office, research corporate 
park, light industrial multi-purpose and clustered residential and/or mixed 
use projects.
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2.0 LAND USE MAP SET AND SUMMARY DATA  

2.3 Immediate Area Map

Adjacent Zonings and Uses

Location Zoning
Maximum Density/FAR 

Permitted by Zoning Allowable Use Existing Use
North AS-1 1 DU per GA/FAR: NA Agricultural and Single Family Single Family

South

PD 07-0234 DU per GA: NA/FAR: 0.2 Medical Clinic, Pharmacy, Child Care Vacant

AR 1.0 DU per 5 GA/FAR: NA Agricultural and Single Family Single Family

AS-1 1 DU per GA/FAR: NA Agricultural and Single Family Multi Family

East 
AR 1.0 DU per 5 GA/FAR: NA Agricultural and Single Family Multi Family

AR 1.0 DU per 5 GA/FAR: NA Agricultural and Single Family Mixed-Use, 
Residential

West
CG DU per GA: NA/FAR: 0.27 Retail and Service Retail

PD 99-1383 19.3 DU per GA/FAR: 0.35 Church, School, Child Care, Multi Family Church, Child Care
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2.0 LAND USE MAP SET AND SUMMARY DATA

2.4 Approved Site Plan (partial provided below for size and orientation purposes. See Section 8.1 for full site plan)
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2.0 LAND USE MAP SET AND SUMMARY DATA

2.5 Proposed Site Plan (partial provided below for size and orientation purposes. See Section 8.2 for full site plan)
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4.0 ADDITIONAL SITE INFORMATION & AGENCY COMMENTS SUMMARY  

INFORMATION/REVIEWING AGENCY  
 

   
 

Environmental 
Comments 
Received Objections 

Conditions 
Requested 

Additional 
Information/Comments 

Environmental Protection Commission   Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 

Environmental Services  Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 

Natural Resources  Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 
 

Conservation & Environ. Lands Mgmt.  Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 
 

Check if Applicable: 
 Wetlands/Other Surface Waters         
 Use of Environmentally Sensitive Land Credit        
 Wellhead Protection Area                       
 Surface Water Resource Protection Area  

 Potable Water Wellfield Protection Area 
 Significant Wildlife Habitat  
 Coastal High Hazard Area 
 Urban/Suburban/Rural Scenic Corridor 
 Adjacent to ELAPP property 
 Other _________________________ 

Public Facilities 
Comments 
Received Objections 

Conditions 
Requested 

Additional 
Information/Comments 

Transportation 
 Design Exc./Adm. Variance Requested  
 Off-site Improvements Provided   

 Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

See report 

Service Area/ Water & Wastewater 
Urban       City of Tampa  
Rural        City of Temple Terrace  

 Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 

Hillsborough County School Board  
Adequate     K-5  6-8   9-12    N/A 
Inadequate  K-5  6-8   9-12    N/A 

 Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 Yes 
 No 

 

Impact/Mobility Fees: Urban Mobility, South Fire - Goodwill warehouse and store, estimated. 
Warehouse (Per 1,000 SF) 
Mobility: $1,337 
Fire:         $      34 

Comprehensive Plan 
Comments 
Received Findings 

Conditions 
Requested 

Additional 
Information/Comments 

Planning Commission  
 Meets Locational Criteria       N/A 
 Locational Criteria Waiver Requested 
 Minimum Density Met            N/A 

 Yes 
 No 

 Inconsistent 
 Consistent 

 Yes 
 No 
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5.0 IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS   
 
5.1 Compatibility  

Based on the zoning and development pattern in the area, staff finds that the 34 % reduction in nonresidential 
entitlements, restricted hours and days of outdoor activities, the placement of structures 170 feet from the adjoining 
residential property to the north and 100 feet from the residential properties to the east that the proposed 
development plan is sensitive to the adjacent residential uses and compatible with the nonresidential properties in the 
area. Additionally, staff finds that the proposed use is appropriate for the subject property due to its frontage along 
College Avenue, a 4-lane divided arterial with a 50 MPH speed limit. 

5.2 Recommendation      

Based on the above considerations, staff finds the request approvable subject to conditions. 
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6.0 PROPOSED CONDITIONS  
 
Requirement for Certification: 
1. Revise the Label “Proposed General Business/Warehouse/Distribution Building Envelope” to Proposed Retail 

(Shopper’s Goods)/Warehouse/Distribution Building Envelope”. 
 
Approval - Approval of the request, subject to the conditions listed below, is based on the general site plan submitted 
June 27, 2024. 
  
1. The project shall be permitted a maximum of 94,500 62,000 square feet of building area.  The specific uses are 

as follows: 
 

1.1 Parcel A – 22,000 square feet for a furniture store, 
 

1.2 Parcel B – 50,000 40,000 square feet for an office/warehouse (minor industry only), with the option for 
Commercial, General (CG) uses, excluding outdoor storage and major vehicle repair, Retail (Shopper’s 
Goods), warehouse, and distribution uses such that no more than 20,000 square feet of Retail (Shopper’s 
Goods) or 25,000 square feet of warehouse and distribution use shall be permitted within the 40,000 
square footage. Drug stores, drinking establishments, and drive-through facilities shall not be permitted; 
 

1.3 Parcel C – 15,000 square feet for Commercial, Neighborhood (CN) uses, excluding fast food with drive-
thru, gas stations, adult uses, liquor stores (a maximum 2,000-square-foot sandwich shop/deli  may be 
permitted), 
 

1.4 Parcel D – 7,500 square feet for Business Professional Office (BPO) uses. 
 

1.53 Parcels may be adjusted to accommodate stormwater and access issues during site development review. 
 

2. The project shall be subject to the CG development standards, unless otherwise referenced herein. 
 

2.1 Parcel B – Minimum 50-foot building setback from northern and eastern property boundaries 
            Maximum height – 30 feet 

No open doors/bays or loading docks shall face the northern or eastern property  boundaries   
Parcel A Maximum Height: 25 feet 

 
2.2 Parcels A, C, and D – Maximum height – 25 feet  Parcel B: Minimum 100 foot building setback from the 

north, 50-foot setback from the east, and 30-foot setback from the south property boundaries.  
Maximum height – 30 feet.  No open doors/bays or loading docks shall face the eastern property 
boundary.  Drop-off doors as noted on east fact of building are permitted.  

 
3. Subject to Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) approval, the development may be allowed one access 

point onto State Road (SR) 674.  As a worse-case, this access point may be restricted to right-in/right-out only.  
The applicant may be subject to the Rules of the Department of Transportation, Chapter 14-97. The project shall 
be served by one (1) vehicular and pedestrian access connection to E. College Ave. and two vehicular and 
pedestrian access connections to 15th St SE, as shown on the PD site plan.   

 
4. If required by a traffic analysis, and if warranted, at projects driveways, the developer shall construct a right turn 

lane (deceleration) on SR 674 and a right turn lane on 15th Street SE into the site.  Left turn lanes into the site 
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along 15th Street SE shall also be constructed.  Vehicular and pedestrian cross access shall be provided to folio # 
55512.0100.  

 
5. If  required by a traffic analysis, and if warranted, the developer shall construct/extend the left turn lanes for 

east-to-northbound traffic and for south-to-eastbound traffic at the intersection of SR 674/15th Street SE.  Prior 
to or concurrent with the initial increment of development within the area of major modification 24-0674, the 
developer shall make the following site access improvement, subject to FDOT approval: 

 
a.  Extend the westbound to northbound right turn lane on College Ave. at 15th St. SE to 350 feet; 
b. Extend the westbound to southbound left turn lane on College Ave. at 15th St. SE to 425 feet, 

and, 
c. Extend the eastbound to northbound left turn lane on College Ave. at 15th St. SE to 400 feet. 

 
6. If required by a traffic analysis, and if warranted, the developer shall construct a right turn lane (deceleration) 

into the site, an acceleration lane out of the site, and a left turn lane into the project’s driveway. Pending the 
results of a transportation analysis, other improvements may include building/extending turn lanes at the 
adjacent intersections.  If it is determined by the results of the left turn lane analysis submitted by the developer, 
that adequate right-of-way does not exist to construct any needed improvements (i.e. turn lanes), then the 
developer shall re-submit an analysis showing the maximum development that could occur to still enable the 
needed improvements to be constructed.  The development will be limited to the size as shown in the submitted 
analysis. 

 
76. If required by FDOT, and if warranted, the developer shall provide, at his expense, additional left turn storage 

lanes of sufficient length to accommodate anticipated left turning traffic, for vehicles making U-turns on SR 674 
at each median cut adjacent (east/west of the site) to the project where a U-turn is permitted.  Prior to detail 
site plan approval, the developer shall provide a traffic analysis, signed by a Professional Engineer, showing the 
amount of storage needed to serve development traffic.  The design and construction of these U-turn lanes shall 
be subject to FDOT approval. 

 
87. The applicant shall convey to Hillsborough County, upon written request of the County of the identified roadway 

improvements or prior to Construction Plan or Final Plat approval for development in accordance with this 
application (RZ04-0063), whichever comes first, up to 48 feet of right-of-way from the existing center line of 
right-of-way on 15th Street SE, to accommodate for the right-of-way as needed for a two lane collector.  This 
shall be up to 28 feet from the existing right-of-way. 

 
8. If MM 24-0674 is approved, the County Engineer will approve a Sec. 6.04.02.B. Administrative Variance (dated 

August 2, 2024), and which was found approvable by the County Engineer (on August 5, 2024) to waive the 
requirements of the Hillsborough County Land Development Code (LDC) Section 6.04.03.L.  Approval of this 
Administrative Variance will waive the substandard roadway improvements on 15th St. SE in association with 
the proposed development. 

 
9. If MM 24-0674 is approved, the County Engineer will approve a Sec. 6.04.02.B. Administrative Variance (dated 

August 2, 2024), and which was found approvable by the County Engineer (on August 5, 2024) to waive the 
requirements of the Hillsborough County Land Development Code (LDC) Section 6.04.03.I. Approval of this 
Administrative Variance will waive the limitation on number of driveways permitted for the project. 

 
10. Prior to or concurrent with the initial increment of development within area of major modification 24-0674, the 

developer shall provide a transit accessory pad including: shelter, seating, trash receptacle, and bicycle rack on 
15th Street SE, in the area identified on the PD site plan, consistent with LDC, Sec. 6.03.09.C.3.a.  Additionally, 
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the developer shall construct an ADA compliant 5-foot sidewalk connection from the site to the transit accessory 
pad. 

 
11. Notwithstanding anything herein or on the PD site plan to the contrary, bicycle and pedestrian access may be 

permitted anywhere along the PD boundaries. 
 
912. Outdoor lighting shall be full-cutoff light fixtures. 
 
1013. Parcel B hours of operation: are restricted to 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday.  No operation 

on Sundays or Holidays. 
 

a.  Retail (Shopper’s Goods) and inside warehouse/distribution uses are restricted to 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 
p.m. Monday through Saturday and 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Sundays. 

b. Outside warehouse/distribution activities, such as truck arrivals, truck departures, loading, and 
unloading are restricted to Monday through Sunday between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  

c. Outside warehouse/distribution activities, such as truck arrivals, truck departures, loading, and 
unloading are prohibited on Sundays. 

 
1114. Prohibited uses shall include billboards and pole signs. 
 
1215. Approval of this application does not ensure that water will be available at the time when the applicant seeks 

permits to actually develop. 
 
1316. Approval of this rezoning petition by Hillsborough County does not constitute a guarantee that the 

Environmental Protection Commission approvals/permits necessary for the development as proposed will be 
issued, does not itself serve to justify any impacts to wetlands, and does not grant any implied or vested right to 
environmental approvals. 

 
17. The construction and location of any proposed wetland impacts are not approved by this correspondence but 

shall be reviewed by EPC staff under separate application pursuant to the EPC Wetlands rule detailed in Chapter 
1-11, Rules of the EPC, (Chapter 1-11) to determine whether such impacts are necessary to accomplish 
reasonable use of the subject property. 

18. Prior to the issuance of any building or land alteration permits or other development, the approved wetland / 
other surface water (OSW) line must be incorporated into the site plan. The wetland/ OSW line must appear on 
all site plans, labeled as "EPC Wetland Line", and the wetland must be labeled as "Wetland Conservation Area" 
pursuant to the Hillsborough County Land Development Code (LDC). 

 
19.  Final design of buildings, stormwater retention areas, and ingress/egresses are subject to change pending formal 

agency jurisdictional determinations of wetland and other surface water boundaries and approval by the 
appropriate regulatory agencies. 

 
1420. If the notes and/or graphic on the site plan are in conflict with specific zoning conditions and/or the Land 

Development Code (LDC) regulations, the more restrictive regulation shall apply, unless specifically conditioned 
otherwise.  References to development standards of the LDC in the above stated conditions shall be interpreted 
as the regulations in effect at the time of preliminary site plan/plat approval. 

 
1521. The Development of the project shall proceed in strict accordance with the terms and conditions contained in 

the Development Order, the General Site Plan, the land use conditions contained herein, and all applicable rules, 
regulations, and ordinances of Hillsborough County. 
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16. Within 90 days of approval by the Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners, the applicant shall 
submit to the Planning and Growth Management Department a revised General Development Plan for 
certification which conforms the notes and graphic of the plan to the conditions outlined above and the Land 
Development Code (LDC).  Subsequent to certification of the plan, if it is determined the certified plan does not 
accurately reflect the conditions of approval or requirements of the LDC, said plan will be deemed invalid and 
certification of the revised plan will be required.

1722. Effective as of February 1, 1990, this development order/permit shall meet the concurrency requirements of 
Chapter 163, Part II, Florida Statutes.  Approval of this development order/permit does not constitute a 
guarantee that there will be public facilities at the time of application for subsequent development orders or 
permits to allow issuance of such development orders or permits.

23. In accordance with LDC Section 5.03.07.C,  the certified PD general site plan shall expire for the internal 
transportation network and external access points, as well as for any conditions related to the internal 
transportation network and external access points, if site construction plans, or equivalent thereof, have not 
been approved for all or part of the subject Planned Development within 5 years of the effective  date of the 
PD unless an extension is granted as provided in the LDC.  Upon expiration, re-certification of the PD General 
Site Plan shall be required in accordance with provisions set forth in LDC Section 5.03.07.C.

Zoning Administrator Sign Off: 

SITE, SUBDIVISION AND BUILDING CONSTRUCTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY SITE 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN & BUILDING REVIEW AND APPROVAL. 
Approval of this re-zoning petition by Hillsborough County does not constitute a guarantee that the project will receive 
approvals/permits necessary for site development as proposed will be issued, nor does it imply that other required 
permits needed for site development or building construction are being waived or otherwise approved.  The project 
will be required to comply with the Site Development Plan Review approval process in addition to obtain all necessary 
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7.0 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND/OR GRAPHICS 
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8.0 SITE PLANS (FULL) 

8.1 Approved Site Plan (Full) 
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8.0  SITE PLANS (FULL) 

8.2 Proposed Site Plan (Full) 
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9.0 FULL TRANSPORTATION REPORT (see following pages) 



AGENCY REVIEW COMMENT SHEET 

TO: Zoning Technician, Development Services Department DATE: 08/08/2024 
 

REVIEWER: Richard Perez, AICP AGENCY/DEPT: Transportation 

PLANNING AREA/SECTOR: Ruskin/South PETITION NO:  MM 24-0674 
 

 

  

 

  This agency has no objection. 

 

X  This agency has no objection, subject to listed or attached conditions. 

 

  This agency objects, based on the listed or attached conditions. 

 

NEW AND REVISED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

Revised Conditions 

1.2 Parcel B – 40,000 square feet for  Retail Shopper’s Goods, warehouse, and distribution use such that 
no more than 20,000 square feet of general business or 25,000 square feet of warehouse and 
distribution use shall be permitted within the 40,000 square footage. Drug stores, drinking 
establishments, and drive-thru facilities shall be not be permitted. 

 
3.   Subject to Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) approval, the development may be allowed 

one access point onto State Road (SR) 674.  As a worse-case, this access point may be restricted to 
right-in/right-out only.  The applicant may be subject to the Rules of the Department of 
Transportation, Chapter 14-97. The project shall be served by one (1) vehicular and pedestrian 
access connection to E. College Ave. and two vehicular and pedestrian access connections to 15th 
St. SE, as shown on the PD site plan.   

 
4.   If required by a traffic analysis, and if warranted, at projects driveways, the developer shall construct 

a  right turn lane (deceleration) on SR 674 and a right turn lane on 15th Street SE into the site.  Left 
turn lanes into the site along 15th Street SE shall also be constructed. Vehicular and pedestrian cross 
access shall be provided to folio#55512.0100.  

 
 

5.  If required by a traffic analysis, and if warranted, the developer shall construct/extend the left turn 
lanes for east-to-northbound traffic and for south-to-eastbound traffic at the intersection of SR 
674/15th Street SE. Prior to or concurrent with the initial increment of development within area of 
major modification 24-0674, the developer shall make the following site access improvements, 
subject to FDOT approval: 

 
 Extend the westbound to northbound right turn lane on College Ave. at 15th St. SE to 350 

feet,  
 

  This agency has no comments. 



 Extend the westbound to southbound left turn lane on College Ave. at 15 St. SE to 425 feet, 
and 

 
 Extend the eastbound to northbound left turn lane on College Ave. at 15 St. SE to 400 feet. 

 
6.  If required by a traffic analysis, and if warranted, the developer shall construct a  right turn lane 

(deceleration) into the site, an acceleration lane out of the site, and a left turn lane into the project's 
driveway. Pending the results of a  transportation analysis, other improvements may include 
building/extending turn lanes at the adjacent intersections.  If it is determined by the results of the left 
turn lane analysis submitted by the developer, that adequate right-of-way does not exist to construct 
any needed improvements (i.e. turn lanes), then the developer shall re-submit an analysis showing the 
maximum development that could occur to still enable the needed improvements to be constructed.  
The development will be limited to the size as shown in the submitted analysis.  
[Staff recommends deletion of this condition.  By its nature, a PD is a site plan-controlled zoning 
district and the applicant’s transportation analysis indicates where auxiliary turn lanes are 
anticipated.] 
 

New Conditions 

 If MM 24-0674 is approved, the County Engineer will approve a Sec. 6.04.02.B. Administrative 
Variance (dated August 2, 2024), and which was found approvable by the County Engineer (on 
August 5, 2024) to waive the requirements of the Hillsborough County Land Development Code 
(LDC) Section 6.04.03.L.  Approval of this Administrative Variance will waive the substandard 
roadway improvements on 15th St. SE in association with the proposed development.  
 

 If MM 24-0674 is approved, the County Engineer will approve a Sec. 6.04.02.B. Administrative 
Variance (dated August 2, 2024), and which was found approvable by the County Engineer (on 
August 5, 2024) to waive the requirements of the Hillsborough County Land Development Code 
(LDC) Section 6.04.03.I. Approval of this Administrative Variance will waive the limitation on 
number of driveways permitted for the project. 
 

 Prior to or concurrent with the initial increment of development within area of major modification 24-
0674, the developer shall provide a transit accessory pad including: shelter, seating, trash receptacle, 
and bicycle rack on 15th Street SE, in the area identified on the PD site plan, consistent with LDC, 
Sec. 6.03.09.C.3.a.  Additionally, the developer shall construct an ADA compliant 5-foot sidewalk 
connection from the site to the transit accessory pad.  

 
 Notwithstanding anything herein or on the PD site plan to the contrary, bicycle and pedestrian access 

may be permitted anywhere along the PD boundaries.   
 

Other Conditions 

 Prior to PD Site Plan Certification, the developer shall revise the PD site plan to: 
o Revise the Label “Proposed General Business/Warehouse/Distribution Building Envelope” 

to Proposed Retail Shopper’s Goods/Warehouse/Distribution Building Envelope”.  
 
 
 
 

PROJECT OVERVIEW & ANALYSIS 



The applicant is requesting a Major Modification (MM) to previously approved Planned Development (PD) 
04-0063, consisting of two parcels totaling +/- 8.43 ac.  The area of modification is approximately 6.22 ac. 
and has approval for 50,000 s.f. of Commercial General (CG) uses, 15,000 s.f. of Commercial Neighborhood 
(CN) uses, and 7,500 s.f. of Business Professional Office (BPO) uses.  The applicant is seeking this MM to 
replace the existing entitlements with a mix of 40,000 s.f. of “general business” and warehouse/distribution 
uses with Commercial General (CG) standards.  The future land use designation is Suburban Mixed Use 6 
(SMU-6). 
 
Staff finds that the requested “General Business” use is not a  clearly defined use in the County Land 
Development Code (LDC) and may potentially include other uses not contemplated for this application such 
as office uses, eating and drinking establishments, and drive thru uses.  As such, staff is recommending a 
condition to establish the proposed use as Retail Shopper’s Goods, as defined in the County LDC, with the 
exclusion of drug stores, drinking establishments, and drive-thru facilities.  
 
As required by the Development Review Procedures Manual (DRPM), the applicant submitted a  
transportation analysis for the subject property. Staff has prepared a comparison of the trips generated by 
development under the existing and proposed zoning designations, generally consistent with the applicant’s 
analysis and based upon a generalized worst-case scenario.  Information shown was developed using data 
from the Institute of Transportation Engineer’s Trip Generation Manual, 11th Edition. 
 
Existing Zoning (MM Area Only):  

Land Use/Size 24 Hour Two-
Way Volume 

Total Peak Hour Trips 
AM PM 

PD, 50,000 s.f. Shopping Plaza  
(ITE LUC 821) 3,376 87 259 

PD, 15,000 s.f. Strip Retail (ITE LUC 822) 817 35 104 
PD, 7,500 sf General Office 
(ITE LUC 710) 81 11 11 

Subtotal: 4,274 133 374 
Less Internal Capture: Unavailable 0 4 

Less Pass-By Trips: Unavailable 0 123 
Net External Trips: 4,274 133 247 

 
Proposed Modification (MM Area Only):  

Land Use/Size 24 Hour Two-
Way Volume 

Total Peak Hour Trips 
AM PM 

PD, 20,000 sf Retail Plaza 
(ITE LUC 630) 1,074 45 128 

PD, 20,000 sf Warehouse 
(ITE LUC 710) 70 26 29 

Subtotal: 1,144 71 157 
Less Internal Capture: Unavailable 0 0 
Less Pass-By Trips: Unavailable 0 44 

Net External Trips: 1,144 71 113 
 
 
 
Trip Generation Difference: 



Land Use/Size 24 Hour Two-
Way Volume 

Total Peak Hour Trips 

AM PM 
Difference (-) 3,130 (-) 62 (-) 134 

The proposed modification will result in a decrease in maximum potential trip generation by (-)3,130 
daily trips, (-)62 am peak hour trips, and (-)134 pm peak hour trips. 

 

TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE SERVING THE SITE  

15st St. SE is a  2-lane, undivided, substandard, county collector roadway.  Along the project’s frontage, the 
roadway sits within a variable width right-of-way (between +/- 43 and +/- 50 feet in width) according to the 
County’s Right-of-Way Inventory, however, the applicant provided a survey demonstrating +/- 80 feet of 
right of way including a portion that is designated as County maintained, but not yet dedicated.  In the vicinity 
of the project the roadway 60-foot wide right-of-way. The roadway is characterized by +/- 20 feet of 
pavement in average condition.  There are no bicycle facilities along 15th St. SE in the vicinity of the proposed 
project.  There are +/- 5-foot wide sidewalks on both sides of the 15st St. SE along the project frontage. 
 
E. College Ave. is a  4-lane, divided, arterial roadway owned and maintained by the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT).  Along the project’s frontage, the roadway sits within a +/- 210-foot wide right-of-
way and is characterized by +/- 12-foot wide travel lanes in average condition.  There are +/- 4 and 5-foot 
wide bicycle facilities (on paved shoulders) along E. College Ave. in the vicinity of the proposed project.  
There are +/- 5-foot wide sidewalks along both sides of E. College Ave. in the vicinity of the proposed 
project. 
 
The segment of E. College Ave. onto which the project has frontage is shown on the Hillsborough County 
Corridor Preservation Plan as a future 6-lane roadway; however, there is sufficient existing right-of-way to 
accommodate the future roadway expansion.  As such, no right-of-way preservation is required. 
 
 
SITE ACCESS AND CONNECTIVITY 
The entire PD has one existing access connection to College Ave. and two (2) existing access connections to 
15th St SE.  The applicant is proposing to relocate the access to E. College Ave. further to the east and 
maintain the accesses to 15th St. SE.  Vehicular and pedestrian cross access is proposed to the east 
(folio#55512.0100) consistent with the requirements of LDC, Sec. 6.04.03. Q.   
 
The applicant’s transportation analysis indicates that anticipated traffic warrants turn lane improvements at 
the intersection of College Ave. and 15th St. SE. As such the developer shall be required, subject to FDOT 
approval, to extend the westbound to northbound right turn lane on College Ave. at 15th St. SE to 350 feet, 
extend the westbound to southbound left turn lane on College Ave. at 15 St. SE to 425 feet, and extend the 
eastbound to northbound left turn lane on College Ave. at 15 St. SE to 400 feet.   
 
Pursuant to LDC, Sec. 6.03.09.C.3.a. Public Transit Facilities, the project meets the threshold at which it is 
required to provide a transit accessory pad including: shelter, seating, trash receptacle, and bicycle rack. The 
PD site plan show a general area where the developer will construct the required public transit facilities on 
15th St. SE in coordination with existing HART transit services operating on said roadway.  Staff is 
recommending a condition of approval to memorialize this requirement in the PD zoning. 
 
 
 
REQUESTED ADMINISTRATIVE VARIANCE – 15TH ST. SE SUBSTANDARD ROAD 



As 15th St. SE is a  substandard collector roadway, the applicant’s EOR submitted (on August 2, 2024) a 
Section 6.04.02.B. Administrative Variance request for 15th St. SE requesting relief from the Section 
6.04.03.L requirement to improve 15th St SE, between  E. College Ave. and the project access, to current 
County standards for a  Type TS-7, Collector Roadway Typical Section as found within the Hillsborough 
County Transportation Technical Manual (TTM). On August 5, 2024 the County Engineer found the variance 
approvable.  As such, no improvements to that portion of 15th St. SE would be required. 
 
 
REQUESTED ADMINISTRATIVE VARIANCE – NUMBER OF ACCESS CONNECTIONS 
The applicant’s Engineer of Record (EOR) submitted a Section 6.04.02.B. Administrative Variance Request 
(dated August 12, 2024) from the Section 6.04.03.I. LDC requirement, governing number of driveways which 
may be permitted.  Based upon the functional classification of adjacent roadways, the LDC requires (and 
permits) only one (1) access connection for the subject PD.  The applicant is proposing three (3) access 
connections to serve the proposed project.  Based on factors presented in the Administrative Variance 
Request, the County Engineer found the request approvable on August 5, 2024.  If this rezoning is approved, 
the County Engineer will approve the above referenced Administrative Variance Request. 
 
ROADWAY LEVEL OF SERVICE (LOS) INFORMATION 

Level of Service (LOS) information for an adjacent roadway segment is provided below; however, 
because 15st St. SE is not a  regulated roadway it was not included within the LOS Report.  As such LOS 
information cannot be provided for that facility. 
 

Roadway From To LOS 
Standard 

Peak Hour 
Directional 

LOS 
College Ave. 

(SR 674) US 41 I-75 D C 

Source:  Hillsborough County 2020 Level of Service Report.  
 



From: Williams, Michael [WilliamsM@hcfl.gov]
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 10:42 AM
To: Steven Henry [shenry@lincks.com]
CC:David Smith [DSmith@stearnsweaver.com]; Carol Walden [cwalden@stearnsweaver.com]; 
Ball, Fred (Sam) [BallF@hcfl.gov]; Perez, Richard [PerezRL@hcfl.gov]; Tirado, Sheida 
[TiradoS@hcfl.gov]; De Leon, Eleonor [DeLeonE@hcfl.gov]; PW-CEIntake [PW-
CEIntake@hcfl.gov]
Subject: FW: RE MM 24-0674 - Administrative Variance Reviews
Attachments: 24-0674 AVAd 08-02-24_1.pdf; 24-0674 AVAd 08-02-24_2.pdf

Steve,
I have found the two attached Section 6.04.02.B. Administrative Variances (AV) for PD 24 -0674 
APPROVABLE.

Please note that it is you (or your client’s) responsibility to follow-up with my administrative 
assistant, Eleonor De Leon (DeLeonE@hillsboroughcounty.org or 813-307-1707) after the BOCC 
approves the PD zoning or PD zoning modification related to below request. This is to obtain a 
signed copy of the DE/AV.

If the BOCC denies the PD zoning or PD zoning modification request, staff will request that you 
withdraw the AV/DE. In such instance, notwithstanding the above finding of approvability, if you fail 
to withdraw the request, I will deny the AV/DE (since the finding was predicated on a specific 
development program and site configuration which was not approved).

Once I have signed the document, it is your responsibility to submit the signed AV/DE(s) together 
with your initial plat/site/construction plan submittal. If the project is already in preliminary review, 
then you must submit the signed document before the review will be allowed to progress. Staff will 
require resubmittal of all plat/site/construction plan submittals that do not include the appropriate 
signed AV/DE documentation.

Lastly, please note that it is critical to ensure you copy all related correspondence to PW-
CEIntake@hillsboroughcounty.org

Mike

Michael J. Williams, P.E.
Director, Development Review
County Engineer
Development Services Department

P: (813) 307-1851
M: (813) 614-2190
E: Williamsm@HCFL.gov
W: HCFLGov.net

1



Hillsborough County
601 E. Kennedy Blvd., Tampa, FL 33602

Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn | HCFL Stay Safe

Please note: All correspondence to or from this office is subject to Florida’s Public Records law.

From: Tirado, Sheida <TiradoS@hcfl.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 6:31 PM
To: Williams, Michael <WilliamsM@hcfl.gov>
Cc: Perez, Richard <PerezRL@hcfl.gov>; De Leon, Eleonor <DeLeonE@hcfl.gov>
Subject: RE: RE MM 24-0674 - Administrative Variance Reviews

Hello Mike,

The attached AVs are approvable to me, please include the following people in your response 
email:

shenry@lincks.com
dsmith@stearnsweaver.com
cwalden@stearnsweaver.com
ballf@hcfl.gov
perezrl@hcfl.gov

Best Regards,

Sheida L. Tirado, PE
Transportation Review Manager
Development Services Department

P: (813) 276-8364
E: tirados@hcfl.gov
W: HCFLGov.net

Hillsborough County
601 E. Kennedy Blvd., Tampa, FL 33602

Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn | HCFL Stay Safe

Please note: All correspondence to or from this office is subject to Florida’s Public Records law.

2



1 of 1 06/2024

•
•

•
•
• Please contact Eleonor de Leon at 

Important:
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AV - 15th Street 

AV - 15th Street - Substandard Road

1506 College Avenue

055512.0000

Steven J. Henry, P.E.

PD 04-0063

MM 24-0674
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1 of 1 06/2024

•
•

•
•
• Please contact Eleonor de Leon at 

Important:

Important:

  
Important:

Important:

Important:

Important:

Important:

Number of Access Connections

15th St. Number of Acccess Connections

1506 College Avenue

055512.0000

Steven J. Henry, P.E.

PD 04-0063

MM 24-0674

N/A
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Transportation Comment Sheet  
 

 

 

3.0 TRANSPORTATION SUMMARY (FULL TRANSPORTATION REPORT IN SECTION 9 OF STAFF REPORT)  
Adjoining Roadways (check if applicable) 
Road Name Classification Current Conditions Select Future Improvements 

E. College Ave. FDOT Arterial - 
Rural 

2 Lanes 
Substandard Road 
Sufficient ROW Width 

 Corridor Preservation Plan   
 Site Access Improvements  
 Substandard Road Improvements  
 Other   

15th St. SE County Collector 
- Rural 

2 Lanes 
Substandard Road 
Sufficient ROW Width 

 Corridor Preservation Plan   
 Site Access Improvements  
 Substandard Road Improvements  
 Other   

Project Trip Generation  Not applicable for this request 
 Average Annual Daily Trips A.M. Peak Hour Trips P.M. Peak Hour Trips 
Existing 4,274 133 374 
Proposed 1,144 71 113 
Difference (+/-) (-)3,130 (-)62 (-)134 
*Trips reported are based on net new external trips unless otherwise noted. 
 
Connectivity and Cross Access  Not applicable for this request 

Project Boundary Primary Access Additional 
Connectivity/Access Cross Access Finding 

North  None None Meets LDC 
South X None None Meets LDC 
East  None Vehicular & Pedestrian Meets LDC 
West X None None Meets LDC 
Notes:  
 
Design Exception/Administrative Variance   Not applicable for this request 
Road Name/Nature of Request Type Finding 
15th St. SE/Substandard Roadway Administrative Variance Requested Approvable 
Multiple/Number of Driveways Administrative Variance Requested Approvable 
Notes: 

4.0 Additional Site Information & Agency Comments Summary  

Transportation Objections Conditions 
Requested 

Additional 
Information/Comments 

 Design Exception/Adm. Variance Requested 
 Off-Site Improvements Provided 

 Yes  N/A 
 No 

 Yes 
 No See report. 



 
 

 

Unincorporated Hillsborough County Rezoning Consistency Review 
 

 
Hearing Date: August 19, 2024 
 
Report Prepared:  August 8, 2024 
 

 
Case Number: MM 24-0674 
 
Folio(s): 55512.0000 
 
General Location: North side of College Avenue 
South, south of 3rd Avenue Southeast, east of 15th 
Street Southeast, and west of 18th Street 
Southeast.  
 

 
Comprehensive Plan Finding 

 
CONSISTENT 
 

 
Adopted Future Land Use 
 

 
Suburban Mixed Use-6 (6 du/ga;0.25 FAR) 

 
Service Area 
 

 
Urban 
 

 
Community Plan(s) 
 

 
Ruskin + SouthShore Areawide Systems 

 
Rezoning Request 
 

 
Major modification to allow the development of 
a general business/warehouse/distribution use of 
up to 40,000 square feet for a Goodwill Retail 
Store. 
 

 
Parcel Size 
 

 
+/- 6.22 acres 

 
Street Functional Classification 
 

 
3rd Avenue Southeast – Local 
15th Street Southeast – County Collector 
18th Street Southeast – Local 
College Avenue South – State Arterial 
 

 
Commercial Locational Criteria 

 
Not met; Waiver requested 

 
 

Plan Hillsborough 
planhillsborough.org 

planner@plancom.org 
813 – 272 – 5940 

601 E Kennedy Blvd 
18th floor  

Tampa, FL, 33602 

http://www.planhillsborough.org/
mailto:planner@plancom.org
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Evacuation Area 
 

 
Zone B 

 
 

 
Staff Analysis of Goals, Objectives and Policies: 
The 6.22 +/- acre subject site is located on the north side of College Avenue South, south of 3rd Avenue 
Southeast, east of 15th Street Southeast, and west of 18th Street Southeast. The subject site is located 
within the Urban Service Area and is located within the limits of both the Ruskin and SouthShore 
Community Plans. The applicant is requesting a major modification to the current planned development 
(PD 04-0063). Specifically, the applicant is requesting to allow a 40,000 +/- square foot Goodwill Retail 
Store for general business/warehouse/distribution use where previously warehouse, retail and office uses 
are permitted in Parcels B, C and D of the PD. 
 
The subject site is in the Urban Service Area where according to Objective 1 of the Future Land Use 
Element (FLUE), 80 percent of the county’s growth is to be directed. Policy 1.4 requires all new 
developments to be compatible with the surrounding area, noting that “Compatibility does not mean “the 
same as.” Rather, it refers to the sensitivity of development proposals in maintaining the character of 
existing development.” The proposed general business / warehouse / distribution uses are compatible 
with the existing single family residential character of the area through the use of significant landscape 
buffers to the north and east and noting that more intensive uses are currently entitled through the 

 
Table 1: COMPARISON OF SURROUNDING PROPERTIES 

 
Vicinity 

 
Future Land Use 

Designation 

 
Zoning 

 
Existing Land Use 

  

 
Subject 

Property 

 
Suburban Mixed Use-6 

 
PD 

 Agricultural  

North Suburban Mixed Use-6 AS-1  Single-Family Residential  

South Suburban Mixed Use-6 AR + AS-1  
Single-Family Residential + 

Two Family Residential 
 

East Suburban Mixed Use-6 AR  
Two Family Residential + 

Light Commercial 
 

West Suburban Mixed Use-6 CG + PD  
Light Commercial + Public 

/ Quasi-Public / 
Institutions 
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existing PD (04-0063). In addition, the proposed Major Modification reduces the proposed development 
area square footage by 34%.  
 
The current PD that governs this site is PD 04-0063 which allows a total of 94,500 square feet of buildable 
area and the Major Modification is asking to reduce that total down to 62,000 square feet. The full break 
down of uses and square footage allowances can be found in the table below.  
 

PD 04-0063 MM 24-0674 

Parcel Uses Square Feet Parcel Uses Square Feet 
A Furniture Store 22,000 SF Not a part of the request (no changes) 
B Office/ 

Warehouse 
(Minor 

Industrial Uses) 

50,000 SF  
 

B 
(Combined B, C, & D) 

 
General 

Business/ 
Warehouse/ 
Distribution 

 
 

40,000 SF 

C Retail (CN Uses) 15,000 SF 

D Office (BPO 
Uses) 

7,500 SF 

TOTAL: 94,500 SF TOTAL: 62,000 SF 

 
Per Objective 8, Future Land Use categories outline the maximum level of intensity or density, and the 
range of permitted land uses allowed in each category. The applicant requests a maximum of 62,000 
square feet. For the 6.22 acre site, a 0.25 FAR allows for a maximum of 67,735 square feet. Appendix A 
contains a description of the character and intent permitted in each of the Future Land Use categories. 
The site is within the Suburban Mixed Use-6 (SMU-6) Future Land Use category. The SMU-6 Future Land 
use category allows the following uses: “residential, suburban scale neighborhood commercial, office uses, 
research corporate park uses, light industrial multi-purpose and clustered residential and/or mixed use 
projects at appropriate locations.” As the language above states, neighborhood serving commercial uses 
are allowed in SMU-6. Therefore, the requested modification is consistent with development permitted 
in the SMU-6 Future Land Use category and meets Objective 8 and its policies.  
 
There are residential uses to the north and to the east of the subject property.  To address potential 
compatibility issues, the applicant has proposed mitigation measures including a 100-foot setback on the 
north and a 50-foot setback on the east with a 20-foot type B buffer with a fence or wall. A proposed 
stormwater pond is on the north portion of the site which will act as a buffer. Staff’s only concern is the 
location of the proposed “drop-off” location noting its proximity to the residential uses to the east where 
increased vehicle traffic, vehicle idling, and general noise that accompanies unloading/loading materials 
may be a concern. The applicant should consider relocating the drop-off area to the northern portion of 
the site where this is a larger setback or a suitable landscape buffer and wall that will help to disperse any 
potential nuisances. Based upon the increased setbacks on the north and east and the reduction in square 
footage from the existing entitlements, the proposal is consistent with Objective 16 and its policies. 
 
The Comprehensive Plan requires that all development meet or exceed the land development regulations 
in Hillsborough County (FLUE Objective 9, FLUE Policy 9.1 and FLUE Policy 9.2). However, at the time of 
uploading this report, Transportation comments were not yet available in Optix and thus were not taken 
into consideration for analysis of this request.  
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The site does not meet Commercial Locational Criteria (CLC) per FLUE Policy 22.2, as the nearest qualifying 
intersection is located at College Avenue East (a 4-lane roadway) and 15th Street Southeast (a 2-lane 
roadway), which is approximately 315 feet away. Distance requirements in FLUE Policy 22.2 requires 75% 
of the subject site to be within 300 feet of a qualifying intersection, which this site does not meet.  FLUE 
Objective 22 seeks to scale new commercial development consistent with the character of the area. A 
request to waive the CLC criteria, per FLUE policy 22.8, has been submitted. The waiver request states 
that the request is justified since the CLC was not in effect when the 2004 PD received approval. More 
specifically, the request is to modify RZ 04-0063 which is approved for: 22,000 sf Furniture Store (built on 
Parcel A), 50000 sf office/warehouse/ minor industry or 50,000 sf of CG uses (no vehicle repair or outdoor 
storage) Parcel B, 15,000 sf CN uses Parcel C and 7500 sf of BPO on Parcel D. Approved Entitlements total 
94,500 sf. The proposed Major Modification brings the property more into conformance with the current 
Comprehensive Plan by reducing the currently approved entitlements and providing additional setbacks 
and modified hours of operation to protect nearby residential uses. Transportation Staff recognize 15th 
Street as a collector road and the CLC, if applicable would be 900 feet from the intersection placing the 
entire site of MM 24-0674 within the CLC. Notwithstanding the above, PD 04-0674 and its entitlements 
are vested entitlements and predate the adoption of the CLC. The Major Modification as filed as stated 
above brings the approved development into greater compliance with Plans and Policies adopted after its 
approval. Planning Commission staff supports the CLC waiver request because the applicant is proposing 
increased setbacks to the north and east to mitigate negative effects of the proposed use, the proposed 
modification reduces the intensity of uses and the amount of square footage previously approved. 
Planning Commission staff recommends that the Board of County Commissioners approve the CLC waiver. 
 
The Ruskin Community Plan desires to locate commercial, office, and residential uses from the 
intersection of 21st Street and College Avenue to the eastern boundary of the Community Plan area and 
the proposed general business, warehouse, and distribution uses are not within this area. The Ruskin 
Community Plan also promotes commercial development at a scale and design that reflects the character 
of the community. It is important to note that the existing PD (04-0063) was approved prior to the 
adoption of the Ruskin Community Plan. The proposed Major Modification is requesting to modify the PD 
to allow for fewer entitlements that were previously approved for, thereby creating a less intense and 
more compatible use in this area. 
 
Overall, staff finds that the proposed Major Modification is compatible with the existing development 
pattern found within the surrounding area and support the vision of the Ruskin Community Plan and the 
Southshore Areawide Systems Plan. The proposed Planned Development would allow for development 
that is consistent with the Goals, Objectives, and Policies of the Future Land Use Element of the 
Unincorporated Hillsborough County Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Recommendation 
Based upon the above considerations and the following Goals, Objectives and Policies, Planning 
Commission staff finds the proposed Major Modification CONSISTENT with the Unincorporated 
Hillsborough County Comprehensive Plan, subject to the conditions proposed by the Development 
Services Department. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Staff Identified Goals, Objectives and Policies of the Unincorporated Hillsborough County 
Comprehensive Plan Related to the Request: 
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FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT 
 
Urban Service Area 
 
Objective 1: Hillsborough County shall pro-actively direct new growth into the urban service area with the 
goal that at least 80% of all population growth will occur within the USA during the planning horizon of 
this Plan.  Within the Urban Service Area, Hillsborough County will not impede agriculture. Building permit 
activity and other similar measures will be used to evaluate this objective.   
 
Policy 1.4: Compatibility is defined as the characteristics of different uses or activities or design which allow 
them to be located near or adjacent to each other in harmony. Some elements affecting compatibility 
include the following: height, scale, mass and bulk of structures, pedestrian or vehicular traffic, circulation, 
access and parking impacts, landscaping, lighting, noise, odor and architecture. Compatibility does not 
mean “the same as.” Rather, it refers to the sensitivity of development proposals in maintaining the 
character of existing development. 
 
Land Use Categories  
  
Objective 8:  The Future Land Use Map will include Land Use Categories which outline the maximum level 
of intensity or density and range of permitted land uses allowed and planned for an area.   A table of the 
land use categories and description of each category can be found in Appendix A.   
  
Policy 8.1:  The character of each land use category is defined by building type, residential density, 
functional use, and the physical composition of the land.  The integration of these factors sets the general 
atmosphere and character of each land use category.  Each category has a range of potentially permissible 
uses which are not exhaustive, but are intended to be illustrative of the character of uses permitted within 
the land use designation.  Not all of those potential uses are routinely acceptable anywhere within that 
land use category.   
 
Relationship to Land Development Regulations 
 
Objective 9: All existing and future land development regulations shall be made consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan, and all development approvals shall be consistent with those development 
regulations as per the timeframe provided for within Chapter 163, Florida Statutes. Whenever feasible and 
consistent with Comprehensive Plan policies, land development regulations shall be designed to provide 
flexible, alternative solutions to problems.   
 
Policy 9.1: Each land use plan category shall have a set of zoning districts that may be permitted within 
that land use plan category, and development shall not be approved for zoning that is inconsistent with 
the plan. 
 
Policy 9.2: Developments must meet or exceed the requirements of all land development regulations as 
established and adopted by Hillsborough County, the state of Florida and the federal government unless 
such requirements have been previously waived by those governmental bodies. 
 
Neighborhood/Community Development 
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Objective 16: Neighborhood Protection – The neighborhood is the functional unit of community 
development.  There is a need to protect existing, neighborhoods and communities and those that will 
emerge in the future. To preserve, protect, and enhance neighborhoods and communities, all new 
development must conform to the following policies. 

 
Policy 16.2: Gradual transitions of intensities between different land uses shall be provided for as new 
development is proposed and approved, through the use of professional site planning, buffering, and 
screening techniques and control of specific land uses. 
 
Policy 16.3: Development and redevelopment shall be integrated with the adjacent land uses through: 
a) the creation of like uses; or 
b) creation of complementary uses; or 
c) mitigation of adverse impacts; and 
d) transportation/pedestrian connections 
 
Policy 16.5:  Development of higher intensity non-residential land uses that are adjacent to established 
neighborhoods shall be restricted to collectors and arterials and to locations external to established and 
developing neighborhoods.   
 
Policy 17.7:  New development and redevelopment must mitigate the adverse noise, visual, odor and 
vibration impacts created by that development upon all adjacent land uses. 
 
Community Design Component (CDC) 
 
4.3 COMMERCIAL CHARACTER 
 
GOAL 9:  Evaluate the creation of commercial design standards in a scale and design that complements 
the character of the community. 
 
Policy 9-1.2: Avoid “strip development patterns for commercial uses. 
 
5.0 NEIGHBORHOOD LEVEL DESIGN  
5.1 COMPATIBILITY 
 
OBJECTIVE 12-1: New developments should recognize the existing community and be designed in a way 
that is compatible with the established character of the surrounding neighborhood.   
 
Policy 12-1.4: Compatibility may be achieved through the utilization of site design techniques including 
but not limited to transitions in uses, buffering, setbacks, open space and graduated height restrictions, to 
affect elements such as height, scale, mass and bulk of structures, pedestrian or vehicular traffic, 
circulation, access and parking impacts, landscaping, lighting, noise, odor and architecture. 
 
7.0 SITE DESIGN  
 
7.1 DEVELOPMENT PATTERN  
 
GOAL 17:  Develop commercial areas in a manner which enhances the County’s character and ambiance. 
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OBJECTIVE 17-1: Facilitate patterns of site development that appear purposeful and organized.  
 
Policy 17-1.4:  Affect the design of new commercial structures to provide an organized and purposeful 
character for the whole commercial environment. 
 
 
LIVABLE COMMUNITIES ELEMENT: RUSKIN COMMUNITY PLAN 

 

Goal 7: College Avenue – Ensure that development along College Avenue enhances the appearance of 
Ruskin, avoids strip commercial patterns, and is compatible with the revitalization of downtown Ruskin. 
 
Strategies:  

• Implement the College Avenue Retail Development Guidelines.  

• Locate new uses along College Avenue in the following manner:  
▪ Commercial, office and residential uses from the intersection of 21st Street and College Avenue 

to the eastern boundary of the Community Plan area. 
▪ Office and professional services, and residential uses between 12th Street and 21st Street.  

 
▪  

LIVABLE COMMUNITIES ELEMENT: SOUTHSHORE AREAWIDE SYSTEMS PLAN 
 
Economic Development Objective 
 
The SouthShore community encourages activities that benefits residents, employers, employees, 
entrepreneurs, and businesses that will enhance economic prosperity and improve quality of life. 
 
The community desires to pursue economic development activities in the following areas: 
1. Land Use/ Transportation  

a) Analyze, identify and market lands that are available for economic development, including: 
residential, commercial, office, industrial, agricultural (i.e., lands that already have 
development orders or lands that are not developable.)  

b) Recognize preferred development patterns as described in individual community plans and 
implement the communities’ desires to the greatest extent possible (including codification 
into the land development code). I.e., activity center, compatibility, design and form, 
pedestrian and bicycle/trail connectivity. 

c) Utilize the Hillsborough County Competitive Sites Program to identify potential 
competitive sites (e.g. SouthShore Park DRI). 

d) Analyze potential new economic sites, (e.g. Port Redwing) based on development 
e) Support the potential Ferry Study and auxiliary services around Port Redwing 
f) Utilize Hillsborough County Post Disaster Redevelopment Plan 
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