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Development Services Department

Applicant: Cristina Lyn & Allen Wayne Dethloff Zoning: AS-1
Location: 4007 McGee Rd, Plant City, FL 33565

Request Summary:
The applicant is requesting a variance from the 30-foot Wetland Conservation Area setback requirement, Section 
4.01.07.B.4 of the Land Development Code (LDC).  The applicant’s specific request, as shown on the site plan submitted 
on 01/12/2024, is to allow for the construction of a barn and an after-the-fact permit for a 4-foot-tall chain-link fence
within the 30-foot Wetland Conservation Area Setback. 
Requested Variances:
LDC Section: LDC Requirement: Variance: Result:

Section 4.01.07.B.4

No filling, excavating, or placement of 
permanent structures or other 

impervious surfaces shall be allowed 
within a required 30-foot wetland 

conservation area setback.  

20-foot, .5-inch
encroachment for 

the construction of a 
barn and an after-

the-fact permit for a 
4-foot-tall chain-link 

fence. 

9-foot, .5-inch remaining
setback

Findings:

1. A wetland setback compensation planting plan has been provided on the site plan dated 
01/12/2024, that provides equivalent square footage of compensation planting to the 
amount of encroachment.
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Zoning Administrator Sign Off:   

DISCLAIMER: 
The variance(s) listed above is based on the information provided in the application by the applicant.  Additional variances 
may be needed after the site has applied for development permits.  The granting of these variances does not obviate the 
applicant or property owner from attaining all additional required approvals including but not limited to:  subdivision or site 
development approvals and building permit approvals. 
 
Approval of this variance petition by Hillsborough County does not constitute a guarantee that the Environmental Protection 
Commission of Hillsborough County (EPC) approvals/permits necessary for the development as proposed will be issued, does 
not itself serve to justify any impact to wetlands, and does not grant any implied or vested environmental approvals.  
 

SURVEY/SITE PLAN 
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8 of 11 10/2023VAR

_____________________________ 

“Water, Wastewater, and/or Re-

24-0318

We are seeking a variance to the 30-ft wetland setback requirement to construct a new barn in
our back yard. We are also seeking an after-the-fact variance for installation of a 4' tall chainlink
fence within the 30-ft wetland setback area.

There is a pond in the backyard that we understand was dug years ago to provide fill to elevate
the property for a poultry farm. Due to other constraints, including side yard setbacks and the
configuration of our septic drain field, our barn must encroach an average of approximately 18'
into the wetland setback area.

We investigated having our drain field reconfigured to allow for a reduction of the encroachment
into the setback area, but the cost and disruption associated with reconfiguration of the drain field
are prohibitive.

Lastly, we are seeking an "after the fact" variance to install a 4' tall chainlink fence within the
wetland setback area to keep our children and pets safely away from the pond. The
encroachment distance of the fence will vary from ~15' to ~21'.

Article IV., Part 4.01.07, B.4.

24-0318



9 of 11 10/2023VAR

_____________________________ 24-0318

We wish to construct a barn on our property for storage of equipment. Due to side yard setback
requirements and the configuration of our septic drain field, the proposed barn must encroach on
the 30' setback area. We have explored reconfiguring the drain field to avoid wetland setback
impacts, but it is cost prohibitive and would be very disruptive. Installing the fence outside of the
wetland setback area would significantly diminish the portion of the yard available to the kids

When we purchased the property with this goal, and didn't realize the extent of the constraints
that we would encounter for this project. A literal application of the LDC would result in our having
to reduce the size of the barn such that it would no longer serve our needs. Alternatively, we
would have to find another nearby parcel that could be used for this purpose, which is also
cost-prohibitive and impractical

Our property is situated such that this variance will not impact anyone else. The neighbor that is
closest to the proposed location of the barn has a pole barn that is very near the same property
line along which we'll be constructing our barn. (Our barn will actually be immediately adjacent to
his.) As such, his view of our barn will be obscured by his barn, and vice versa. The fence will
blend with the agricultural surroundings and will be more benign than a privacy fence

We understand that purpose of the Land Development Code is to set standards for development
of property such that individuals do not implement improvements that will affect the ability of
others (e.g. neighbors) to enjoy the same rights on their own property. We feel strongly that the
improvements we're proposing will have no negative impact on any of our neighbors and, in fact,
we have already discussed our plans with (and received support from) many of them

We have not constructed any structures on our property that are non-compliant with the
Hillsborough County LDC. Our home was already constructed on the property when we
purchased it, and we were not aware of the wetland setback criteria at that time. As such, we
assumed we had adequate space to construct our barn.

We purchased our property specifically with this purpose in mind, and simply did not understand
that there was a wetland setback requirement. If the variance is not granted, we'll have to
consider purchasing another property on which to construct our barn, as we will not be able to
construct a significantly large structure without this variance. Our barn will allow us to further
enjoy our property and home in which we plan to reside for decades to come

24-0318
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allen.dethloff@gmail.com

01/16/2024
03/25/2024 LUHO  334723

Allen Dethloff 8134941184

4723

24-0318

Received 
01/12/2024 
Development Services



10/2023VAR

24-0318

Cristina L. and Allen W. Dethloff

01/16/2024
03/25/2024 LUHO  334723

4007 McGee Rd Plant City, FL 33565
12-28-21 81029.7656 AS-1 R-1 1.07 ac

Cristina Lyn and Allen Wayne Dethloff 813-494-1184
4007 McGee Rd Plant City, FL, 33565

allen.dethloff@gmail.com

Allen Dethloff 813-494-1184
4007 McGee Rd Plant City, FL, 33565

allen.dethloff@gmail.com

Allen W. Dethloff

4723

24-0318

Received 
01/12/2024 
Development Services
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