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Case Reviewer: Sam Ball
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Development Services Department

Applicant: Global Sign & Awning Zoning: PD

Address/Location: 10763 Big Bend Road (Folio 77721.0404)

Request Summary
The applicant is requesting an increase in allowable building signage for a new car wash facility.

Requested Variance
LDC Section LDC Requirement Variance Result

7.03.00.A.2.a

The maximum building sign area for each 
premises, and in the case of multi-
occupancy buildings, each unit, shall be 
permitted to display building sign(s), the 
aggregate sign area of which cannot 
exceed 1.25 feet per each linear foot of 
building frontage facing a public street or 
parking lot, but in no event more than 
200 square feet of aggregate sign area.

97.83-square-foot 
increase.

145.43 square feet of sign 
area to be installed on the 
northern building elevation

Findings
The applicant submitted a building permit (HC-BLD-24-0064004) to install a 145.43-square-foot 
sign on a 38-foot, 1-inch-wide building front, where the maximum building sign area is 47.6 
square feet.

Zoning Administrator Sign Off: 
Colleen Marshall
Fri Jan  3 2025 14:47:09

DISCLAIMER:
The variance(s) listed above is based on the information provided in the application by the applicant.  Additional 
variances may be needed after the site has applied for development permits.  The granting of these variances does not 
obviate the applicant or property owner from attaining all additional required approvals including but not limited to:  
subdivision or site development approvals and building permit approvals.
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_____________________________ 

We are requesting a variance from Part 7.03.00.A.2 of the LDC to increase the allowable sign
size by 97.83 sq. ft. Per the code, the maximum area for signage is 200 st. ft. The proposed sign
is 145.43 sq. ft.

Code Section: Part 7.03.00.A.2
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See attached

See attached

See attached

See attached

See attached

See attached
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Variance Criteria Responses

1. Explain how the alleged hardships or practical difficulties are unique and singular to the
subject property and are not those suffered in common with other property similarly located.

Response #1: Due to the unique architectural design of our carwash brand our buildings are
very narrow and long. This design allows for ample space for exterior vacuum stations used by
our business, which is not typical of other retail businesses coupled with the fact that this
particular location is untraditionally placed to meet all requested setbacks from adjacent
properties. Thus, our buildings are usually placed perpendicularly to the roadway for maximum
exposure.

2. Describe how the literal requirements of the Land Development Code (LDC) would deprive
you of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same district and area under the
terms of the LDC.

Response # 2: During our initial construction and our planning due diligence, our interpretation
of the code would allow us 200 total sq. ft. of signage. This interpretation played a significant
role in the design of the building facade which has been proportionally designed to
accommodate a sign size that is comparable to neighboring businesses. Unfortunately, during
our plan review process, we have been denied our initial request. As we mentioned before, our
building is long and narrow to accommodate the parcel size and shape. Thus, our submission of
this variance application.

3. Explain how the variance, if allowed, will not substantially interfere with or injure the rights of
others whose property would be affected by the allowance of the variance.

Response #3: Granting of this variance would have no negative impact on surrounding
businesses or neighborhoods. As the sign size and location is in accordance with
neighborhoods and businesses and proportional to the architecture and land development code.

4. Explain how the variance is in harmony with and serves the general intent and purpose of the
LDC and the Comprehensive Plan (refer to Section 1.02.02 and 1.02.03 of the LDC for
description of intent/purpose).

Response #4: As per CODE PART 7.03.33 - We agree with this section of the code as it
makes it clear we are limited by the "Aggregate" area and not limiting the SqFt per the face of
the building the sign is installed on. Both elevations that are being used to calculate our Sq Ft
face a street and/or parking lot.

Response #4: As per CODE PART 7.03.33 - We agree with this section of the code as it
fmakes it clear we are limited by the "Aggregate" area and not limiting the SqFt per the face of

g g g q tthe building the sign is installed on. Both elevations that are being used to calculate our Sq Ft
face a street and/or parking lot.

Response #3: Granting of this variance would have no negative impact on surrounding
businesses or neighborhoods. As the sign size and location is in accordance with
neighborhoods and businesses and proportional to the architecture and land development code.

Response # 2: During our initial construction and our planning due diligence, our interpretation
of the code would allow us 200 total sq. ft. of signage. This interpretation played a significant
role in the design of the building facade which has been proportionally designed to
accommodate a sign size that is comparable to neighboring businesses. Unfortunately, during
our plan review process, we have been denied our initial request. As we mentioned before, our
building is long and narrow to accommodate the parcel size and shape. Thus, our submission of
this variance application.

Response #1: Due to the unique architectural design of our carwash brand our buildings are
very narrow and long. This design allows for ample space for exterior vacuum stations used by
our business, which is not typical of other retail businesses coupled with the fact that this
particular location is untraditionally placed to meet all requested setbacks from adjacent
properties. Thus, our buildings are usually placed perpendicularly to the roadway for maximum
exposure.
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- The limitation of Sq Ft to the liner distance of the building is ONLY applied on elevations that
DO NOT face a public road or parking lot.
Please see the highlighted section of the code below.

- It clearly defines the calculation for each elevation type determined by the environment the
elevation faces. All elevations are not treated the same. Thus, the reason for defining it in two
separate sections of the code while still using the same linear SqFt calculation and Max allowed
sign size.

- There is only one difference between the code sections, and that is the allocation of the sq. ft.
to separate elevations, not being limited to elevations that face public roads and parking lots.
The full code section is highlighted below.
CODE PART 7.03.33
Maximum sign area: Each Premises, and in the case of multi-occupancy buildings, each unit,
shall be permitted to display Building Sign(s), the Aggregate Sign Area of which shall not
exceed 1¼ square feet per each linear foot of building frontage facing a public street or
parking lot, but in no event more that 200 square feet of Aggregate Sign Area.
For each unit not facing a public street or parking lot, the Aggregate Sign Area shall not
exceed 1¼ square feet for each lineal foot of unit frontage for the elevation on which the
building sign will be installed, but in no event more than 200 square feet of Aggregate Sign
Area.

5. Explain how the situation sought to be relieved by the variance does not result from an illegal
act or result from the actions of the applicant, resulting in a self-imposed hardship.

Response #5: The position of our building is situated in such a way that it meets all applicable
land development criteria. It was designed and built with consideration for the size and shape of
the parcel. The design wouldn't have fit in this particular parcel which would've given us a longer
elevation to use for sign frontage.

6. Explain how allowing the variance will result in substantial justice being done, considering
both the public benefits intended to be secured by the LDC and the individual hardships that will
be suffered by a failure to grant a variance.

Response#6: By granting us this variance it will ensure proper and safe identification of the
business from the primary roadway. By allowing this variance justice will be served to the owner
of this property. If the variance is not granted, it will be of detrimental nature and possible
closure of this location. Bubble Down hopes that it can continue to grow and flourish in
Hillsborough County, create a brand image, and expand to other parts of the Southeastern
region of the US. Signage square footage and placement are critical to the success of this
brand.

Response #5: The position of our building is situated in such a way that it meets all applicable
fland development criteria. It was designed and built with consideration for the size and shape of
rthe parcel. The design wouldn't have fit in this particular parcel which would've given us a longer

elevation to use for sign frontage.

Response#6: By granting us this variance it will ensure proper and safe identification of the
rbusiness from the primary roadway. By allowing this variance justice will be served to the owner

of this property. If the variance is not granted, it will be of detrimental nature and possible
closure of this location. Bubble Down hopes that it can continue to grow and flourish in
Hillsborough County, create a brand image, and expand to other parts of the Southeastern
region of the US. Signage square footage and placement are critical to the success of this
brand.

- The limitation of Sq Ft to the liner distance of the building is ONLY applied on elevations that
DO NOT face a public road or parking lot.
Please see the highlighted section of the code below.

- It clearly defines the calculation for each elevation type determined by the environment the
elevation faces. All elevations are not treated the same. Thus, the reason for defining it in two
separate sections of the code while still using the same linear SqFt calculation and Max allowed
sign size.

- There is only one difference between the code sections, and that is the allocation of the sq. ft.
to separate elevations, not being limited to elevations that face public roads and parking lots.
The full code section is highlighted below.
CODE PART 7.03.33
Maximum sign area: Each Premises, and in the case of multi-occupancy buildings, each unit,

tshall be permitted to display Building Sign(s), the Aggregate Sign Area of which shall not
q p g gexceed 1¼ square feet rper each linear foot of building frontage facing a public street or

q gg g gparking lot, but in no event more that 200 square feet of Aggregate Sign Area.
For each unit not facing a public street or parking lot, tthe Aggregate Sign Area shall not

q gexceed 1¼ square feet for each lineal foot of unit frontage for the elevation on which the
q gg g gbuilding sign will be installed, but in no event more than 200 square feet of Aggregate Sign

Area.
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Vince@globalsigncompany.com

Global Sign & Awning 727-724-4169
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