
 
 

 
 

LAND USE HEARING OFFICER VARIANCE REPORT 

 
 
-- Prepared:  10/07/2021   
 

  
APPLICATION NUMBER:  FW 21-0372 
LUHO HEARING DATE:   October 25, 2021 CASE REVIEWER:  Tom Hiznay, AICP 

 
 

REQUEST:  Pursuant to Section 9.7.D of the Development Review Procedures Manual, the applicant requests 
consideration of an Exception by the Land Use Hearing Officer for a fee waiver application that cannot be approved 
by the Administrator. The LUHO shall conduct an independent review of the request based on the fee waiver criteria 
found in the DRPM and the testimony at today’s hearing. In granting an Exception, the LUHO shall be required to 
find extraordinary financial circumstances, emergency, catastrophe or staff error which are outside the scope of the 
Administrator's authority to consider. 
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PARCEL INFORMATION HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY FLORIDA
Jurisdiction Unincorporated County

Zoning Category Planned Development

Zoning PD

Description Planned Development

RZ 10-1043

Flood Zone:AE BFE = 9.0 ft

FIRM Panel 0331H

FIRM Panel 12057C0331H

Suffix H

Effective Date Thu Aug 28 2008

Pre 2008 Flood Zone AE

Pre 2008 Flood Zone X500

Pre 2008 Firm Panel 1201120331C

County Wide Planning Area Town and Country

Community Base Planning 
Area

Town and Country

Community Base Planning 
Area

Town and Country Focus

Planned Development PD

Re-zoning null

Note RZ 10-1043 PART B

Census Data Tract: 011605
Block: 4015

Future Landuse R-6

Urban Service Area USA

Water Interlocal City of Tampa Water

Mobility Assessment 
District

Urban

Mobility Benefit District 1

Fire Impact Fee Northwest

Parks/Schools Impact Fee NORTHWEST

ROW/Transportation 
Impact Fee

ZONE 10

Wind Borne Debris Area 140 MPH Area

Aviation Authority Height 
Restrictions

70' AMSL

Aviation Authority Landfill Notification Area

Competitive Sites NO

Redevelopment Area NO

Folio: 8711.0000
PIN: U-36-28-17-0DD-000000-00027.3

SWEETWATER ORGANIC COMMUNITY FARM INC
Mailing Address: 

6942 W COMANCHE AVE
TAMPA, FL 33634-4944

Site Address: 
6942 W COMANCHE AVE

TAMPA, Fl 33634 
SEC-TWN-RNG: 36-28-17

Acreage: 2.7957201
Market Value: $321,591.00

Landuse Code: 7500 INSTITUTIONAL
 

Hillsborough County makes no warranty, representation or guaranty as to the content, sequence, accuracy, timeliness, or 
completeness of any of the geodata information provided herein. The reader should not rely on the data provided herein for any 
reason. Hillsborough County explicitly disclaims any representations and warranties, including, without limitations, the implied 
warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose. Hillsborough County shall assume no liability for:
1. Any error, omissions, or inaccuracies in the information provided regardless of how caused.
Or
2. Any decision made or action taken or not taken by any person in reliance upon any information or data furnished hereunder.
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https://maps.hillsboroughcounty.org/DSD/DSD.html
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1/28/2021 

 

Sweetwater Organic Community Farm 

6942 W Comanche Ave 

Tampa FL 33634 

 

 

Dear Hillsborough County Administration, 

 

Sweetwater Organic Community Farm would like to request a fee waiver for the Major 

Modification to the PD (Planned Development). Sweetwater Organic Community Farm has lost 

95% of our educational field trip funding due to schools being unable to visit the farm during the 

school season. Sweetwater is a 501c3 non profit educational farm and historically has served 

over 7,000 students a year. 

 

 

Thank you for your support and assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Kenrick 

Director 

Sweetwater Organic Community Farm 

Ph: 727-212-2883 
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
PO Box 1110, Tampa, FL 33601-1110
(813) 272-5600

HCFLGOV.NET

BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

Harry Cohen
Ken Hagan
Pat Kemp

Gwendolyn "Gwen" Myers
Kimberly Overman

Mariella Smith
Stacy R. White

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
Bonnie M. Wise

COUNTY ATTORNEY
Christine M. Beck

INTERNAL AUDITOR
Peggy Caskey

DEPUTY COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
Gregory S. Horwedel

September 14, 2021

RE: Fee Waiver FW 21-0372

Chris Kenrick
6942 W. Comanche Ave.
Tampa, FL 33634

Dear Mr. Kenrick,

This letter is in response to your fee waiver (FW) application, FW 21-0372, which seeks to 
waive the application fee for a major modification to the existing Planned Development zoning 
for property located at 6942 West Comanche Avenue for your non-profit organization, 
Sweetwater Organic Community Farm.

Staff has reviewed your request and finds that it cannot be approved pursuant to Section 9.7.F 
of the Development Review Procedures Manual (DRPM), which prohibit staff approval offee
waiver requests for non-profit agencies that do not meet the requirements found in DRPM 
Section 9.7.C.2. These requirements include submission of proof of an existing contract for the 
organization to provide social services on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners 
(BOCC) resulting from either participation in the County's biennial competitive or non-
competitive Request-for-Application (RFA) process, or as a result of having been previously 
selected by the BOCC through a competitive process to provide County social services.

Management and Budget staff advises that the BOCC resolution for the allocation of funds to 
your organization, R21-068, that you submitted with your fee waiver request did not result from 
participation in the RFA process or a competitive process, as required by DRPM Section 
9.7.C.2. Therefore, staff cannot approve your fee waiver request.  

Per DRPM Section 9.7.D, your fee waiver request will be scheduled for review by the Land Use
Hearing Officer (LUHO) to consider an Exception, unless you elect to withdraw your request. 
The LUHO shall conduct an independent review of your request based on the criteria found
in the DRPMand the testimony at the proceeding. In granting an Exception, the LUHO shall
be required tofind extraordinary financial circumstances, emergency, catastrophe or staff error
which areoutside the scope of the Administrator's authority to consider.

Accordingly, please be advised that your fee waiver request has been scheduled for review
by the LUHO on Monday, October 25, 2021, at Robert W. Saunders, Sr. Public Library
located 1505 N. Nebraska Avenue, Tampa. The meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m.
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Page 2

Please note that failure to appear at the hearing, unless you request a continuance in advance,
willresult in denial of your fee waiver request. You are encouraged to attend the hearing in
person; however, you have the option to participate virtually by means of communications media
technology if you wish. In order to participate virtually, you must have access to a 
communications media device (such as a tablet or a computer equipped with a camera and 
microphone) that will enable you to be seen (video) and heard (audio) by the LUHO during
the hearing.

If you wish to participate virtually, please complete the online Public Comment Signup Form
found at: HillsboroughCounty.org/SpeakUp. You will be required to provide your name and
telephone number on the online form. This information is being requested to facilitate the audio
conferencing process. The LUHO will call on you when the hearing on your application is ready
to begin. Call submissions for virtual participation will close 30 minutes priorto the start of the 
hearing on the day of the hearing; therefore, if you wish to participate virtually, please be sure to 
complete the Signup Form no later than 9:30 a.m. on the day of the appeal hearing. Comments
offered through communications media technology will be afforded equal consideration as if
your comments were offered in person.

If you wish to withdraw your fee waiver request, please inform Tom Hiznay of my staff
by e-mail at hiznayt@hillsboroughcounty.org.

If you have any questions about this letter, please direct them to Mr. Hiznay who may be
reachedat (813) 307-4504.

Sincerely,

Joseph Moreda, AICP, Director
Community Development Division
Development Services Department

JM/th/mn

cc: Tom Hiznay, Executive Planner, Community Development Division
Israel Monsanto, Principal Planner, Community Development Division
Carmen Mason, Sr. Planning & Zoning Technician, Community Development Division
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