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Staff's Recommended Board Motion:

Approve the Historic Landmark Designation of the Wimauma Memorial Cemetery, 6012 and 6014 Edina
Street, Wimauma, Florida. Landmark designation of this property will not require the expenditure of any
County funds.

Financial Impact Statement:

Landmark designation of this property will not require the expenditure of any County funds. As a
Landmark, this property will be potentially eligible for a Historic Preservation Ad Valorem Tax Exemption
for the value of future historically appropriate improvements for a period of up to 10 years. Additionally,
the property will be potentially eligible for a Historic Preservation Matching Grant award of up to $17,500
per fiscal year.

Background:

On June 17, 2025, Jacquelyn Brown and Pastor George Cooks appeared before the Historic Resources
Review Board to request consideration of a Landmark designation, as provided by Section 3.03.03 of the
Land Development Code. Based on the information provided by Ms. Brown and Pastor Cooks, the
HRRB found cause to initiate the designation process and directed staff to prepare a written report and
analysis of the proposed Landmark pursuant to the review criteria found in the LDC.

The services of Ayres in collaboration with the Community Planning Collaborative, were acquired to
prepare the report, which was presented to the HRRB at a noticed public hearing on December 16, 2025.
The report included a detailed site description, the history of the area in which the cemetery is located,
the history of the Wimauma Memorial Cemetery, a detailed description of significance of the cemetery
as it relates to the criteria for local landmarking, and character defining features to guide evaluation of
any proposed future changes to the property.




Per LDC Section 3.03.03.D, the proposed Landmark may qualify for Landmark designation provided it
is at least 50 years old and meets one or more additional prescribed criteria. The report found the subject
property qualifies for Landmark designation for the following reasons:

1. The cemetery’s origins are documented through testimony back to the late 19™ century. The
earliest headstones and memorials date to the early 1930s and therefore satisfies the 50-year age
requirement.

2. It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the past. The cemetery
contains the graves of early Black community members and veterans important to the Wimauma
community and immediately surrounding areas.

3. It exemplifies the historical, cultural, political, economic, or social trends of the community, state
or nation. The cemetery exemplifies the patterns of African American burial grounds established
in the post-Reconstruction era, the presence of formerly enslaved people, labor history including
railroad and field work, and veteran interments in the Wimauma community.

4. It contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship of outstanding quality or
represents significant innovation or adaptation to the Florida environment or materials not now
used. Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery has vernacular grave markers that are
representative of African American cemeteries in the South. This contributes to a larger story
about this style of burial markers in Florida and the connection between vernacular headstones as
representative of autonomy and authority for memorializing loved ones.

5. Ityielded or is likely to yield archaeological information important in prehistory or history. The
site includes burials of formerly enslaved persons and early African American community
members and veterans. However, any potential archaeological inquiry must be led by the
descendant community.

6. Itis a geographically definable area or neighborhood united by culture, architectural styles or
physical development, which has historic cultural significance in the community. The cemetery
as proposed for designation is a definable parcel of land with cultural significance. While there
are continued investigations into a larger boundary, for purposes of the designation, the cemetery
is a geographically definable area.

7. Because of its prominence or spatial location, contrasts of siting, age or scale is an easily
identifiable visual feature of the community and contributes to the distinctive quality or identity
of the community. As a historically African American burial ground in a changing community,
the cemetery holds a visual and symbolic presence in Wimauma, contributing to local identity
and memory. Because Wimauma Cemetery has persisted through the decades without being lost
or erased, its continuity as an easily identifiable visual feature over time is significant.

8. It is where veterans of America’s wars are buried and where public tribute may be paid in their
memory. The cemetery includes veteran burials from America’s wars and functions as a site of
public tribute and remembrance.

The HRRB concurred with the findings of the study and voted unanimously to recommend to the Board
of County Commissioners that the cemetery be designated a Historic Landmark.

The HRRB recommendation was forwarded to the Hillsborough County City-County Planning
Commission for review of the proposed Landmark Designation as it relates to the Comprehensive Plan.
The Planning Commission reviewed the matter at its January 12, 2026, public meeting and found the
proposed Landmark designation consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.

List Attachments:
Landmark Designation Report including Planning Commission Resolution
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.  GENERAL INFORMATION

Historic Name: Prospect Baptist Church
Wimauma Community Cemetery

Current Name: Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery
Address: 6014 Edina Street, Wimauma, FL 33598

Folio Numbers:

079088-0000 - First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church
079089-0000 - Southern cemetery parcel

079295-0000 - Northern cemetery parcel

Unimproved Vel Street Right-of-Way

Legal Description:

WIMAUMA TOWN OF REVISED MAP LOT 5 BLOCK 6

WIMAUMA TOWN OF REVISED MAP LOTS 1 AND 2 BLOCK 86 CEMETERY
Present Owners:

FIRST PROSPECT BAPTIST CHURCH OF WIMAUMA INC.
PO BOX 676 Wimauma, FL 33598-0676

FIRST PROSPECT MISSNY BAPTIST CHURCH OF WIMAUMA, FL
PO BOX 676 Wimauma, FL 33598-0676

Present Use: Cemetery
Historic Use: Burial Grounds
Present Zoning: RSC-6, RSC-3
Present Land Use: Cemetery

Landmark designation boundary: As per legal description

Il. SITE DESCRIPTION

Cemeteries are a cultural landscape, having been studied as such since the 1950s." Cultural
landscapes are a “geographic area, including both cultural and natural resources and the wildlife
and domestic animals therein, associated with a historic event, activity, or person or exhibiting

" Sherene Baugher & Richard F. Veit, The Archaeology of American Cemeteries and Gravemarkers 7
(Univ. Press of Fla. 2014).
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other cultural or aesthetic values.”? These landscapes share information about historical origins
and development through form, features, and the way they were and are used.?

Cemeteries “...contain human remains, and...the act of observing an individual’s importance in
a location, of commemorating through some kind of ceremony at the site, sanctifies and
transforms a place. No longer is the space merely a material place, it has social significance.”
Cemeteries are representative of the social and cultural values of a community, through faith,
beliefs, ceremony, and memory, “important repositories of cultural information.”® They are a
blend of both the natural environment and the history of a community. Historic Wimauma
Memorial Cemetery can be considered an “outdoor museum of African American culture.”®

Within the framework of a cultural landscape, Wimauma Cemetery is a “historic vernacular

landscape,” which is:
“a landscape that evolved through use by the people whose activities or occupancy
shaped that landscape. Through social or cultural attitudes of an individual, family or a
community, the landscape reflects the physical, biological, and cultural character of
those everyday lives. Function plays a significant role in vernacular landscapes. They
can be a single property such as a farm or a collection of properties such as a district of
historic farms along a river valley. Examples include rural villages, industrial complexes,
and agricultural landscapes.””

Cemeteries that do not have a formally designed landscape plan fall into the category of a
historic vernacular landscape. Documentation of cultural landscape features includes: setting
and context, topography and natural systems, spatial organization, vegetation, circulation, site
features, and associated structures. Looking at these elements helps understand Historic
Wimauma Memorial Cemetery.

Setting and Context

Wimauma Cemetery is located within the community of Wimauma in southeastern Hillsborough
County. The cemetery occupies approximately 4.75 acres and includes a portion of the
unimproved Vel Street right-of-way. The site is embedded within a predominantly residential
area and retains a rural vernacular character reflective of its early 20th-century origins and
community stewardship. The Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery is an active cemetery with
burials still occurring.

2 Charles A. Birnbaum, Preservation Brief 36: Protecting Cultural Landscapes: Planning, Treatment, and
Management of Historic Landscapes 1 (U.S. Dep’t of the Interior, Nat'| Park Serv. 1994),
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-36-cultural-landscapes.pdf

3 1d.

4 Erika A. Wright, Rhetorical Spaces in Memorial Places: The Cemetery as a Rhetorical Memory, 35
Rhetoric Soc’y Q. 51, 70 (2005).

5 Supra, note 1, at 2.

6 Lynn Rainville, Hidden History: African American Cemeteries in Central Virginia 11 (Univ. of Va. Press
2014).

7 Supra, note 2, at 2.
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Adjacent properties to the north, south, and west are zoned RSC-6 (Residential, Single-Family
Conventional) and developed with single-family homes. To the east, the property adjoins a
former railroad right-of-way, now utilized as a Tampa Electric Company (TECOQO) utility corridor.
Despite the encroachment of development, the cemetery maintains its spatial integrity and
serves as a visual and cultural anchor within the historic fabric of Wimauma.

The following parcels are included in the proposed local landmark designation:

Folio 079088-0000 - First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church
Folio 079089-0000 - Southern cemetery parcel

Folio 079295-0000 - Northern cemetery parcel

Unimproved Vel Street Right-of-Way

7
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Topography and Natural Systems

The topography of the cemetery is relatively flat, consistent with the natural landscape of inland
Hillsborough County. The average elevation in the Wimauma area is around 100’ above sea
level.® In the most recent soil study for Hillsborough County, the cemetery falls within the Soils
of the Flatwoods map unit known as Myakka-Immokalee-Pomello. Soils in this unit are nearly
level to gently sloping, consisting of either poorly drained or moderately well-drained soils that
have a sandy subsoil. The specific soil type at the cemetery is Archbold fine sand.® Archbold
soil is one of the soils of minor extent in the Flatwoods map unit.

Archbold fine sand soil is nearly level and moderately well-drained. This soil exists on low ridges
on the flatwoods with a slope of 0-2%. The surface layer is light gray fine sand about 2 inches
thick; underlying soil material to about 80 inches is fine white sand. The seasonal high water
table is about 42 to 60 inches for about six months and recedes to 60 to 80 inches during dry
periods. Permeability is very rapid and water capacity is low. This soil supports scrub forest, and
natural vegetation includes sand pines, pineland threeawn, prickly pear cactus, and saw
palmetto. This soil is prone to droughtiness and deep-rooted plants would only thrive if properly
fertilized and limed. The soil doesn’t support use of equipment and groundwater contamination
is of concern if the land is developed.

The cemetery exhibits minimal grading or engineered alterations, allowing the natural systems
(soil, vegetation, and hydrology) to function and survive as they would have historically. The
sandy soils are visually a large part of the cemetery landscape. No reports of significant flooding
or drainage issues exist at the cemetery.

Historic cemeteries commonly have depressions in the soil that can potentially represent burial
sites. Burials without underground concrete vaults may lead to soil depressions over time, due
to the deterioration of a casket or a burial without a casket. Wimauma Cemetery does not have
many of these depressions in contrast to other historic cemeteries.

8 U.S. Geological Survey, Wimauma Quadrangle, Florida, 7.5-Minute Series (1:24,000, 2024).

9 U.S. Dep't of Agric., Soil Conservation Serv., Soil Survey of Hillsborough County, Florida 107, sheet 88
(1989).

0 /d. at 16-17.
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Flat topography, even terrain, and sandy soils typify the cemetery landscape. Credit: CPC.
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Spatial Organization

The cemetery is organized informally, with graves oriented generally toward the east. A formal
plat for the cemetery plots has not been discovered to date. This is consistent with vernacular
landscape characteristics that evolve through community use rather than professional design.

Open viewsheds extend across much of the property, allowing visitors to perceive the full extent
of the burial ground and the relationship between the cemetery and the adjacent First Prospect
Missionary Baptist Church. The northern end of the cemetery has the most open space
remaining that is not populated with headstones or vaults. Mature trees punctuate the
landscape, offering shade without imposing a geometric order. Fencing and vegetation
delineate the boundaries of the cemetery on the east and west sides.

Viewshed at the entrance to the cemetery. Credit: CPC.
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Open area in northern parcel of the cemetery. Credit: CPC.
Vegetation

The cemetery’s landscape is representative of native Florida vegetation that grows in the
Archbold fine sand soil type. Vegetation includes a mix of naturally occurring groundcovers,
grasses, and mature scattered trees. No formal vegetation planting plan appears to exist.
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Similarly, no intentionally planted grass or formal irrigation system exists, and maintenance
relies on community and congregational care. The landscape’s informality contributes to its
authenticity and connection to traditional African American burial customs in rural Florida, which
are typically natural settings and vegetation versus formalized, ornamental landscaping.

Oak trees are present throughout. Credit: CPC. Palmettos present near gravesites. Credit: CPC.

Some vegetation is very near existing gravesites. Fencing at cemetery perimeters are largely
Credit: CPC. covered in vegetation. Credit: CPC.
M CSABER e AYRES (e Hillsborough  Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery Landmark Designation | 12
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Circulation

Internal circulation within the cemetery is defined by informal paths and unpaved drives,
reflecting the practical needs of access rather than a designed system. No sidewalks or
formalized walking paths exist among the burial sites.

o ‘ T.' ' .| o
o e S
S e M Vi
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A 2025 aerial view illustrates the drive path that exists along the west side of the eastern tree line at the
cemetery. The path forks around the middle of the cemetery to create two drive access points. Credit:
CPC; ArcGIS 2025 Aerial View.

BT AE T anys  AVYRES @ *&lghsr?%rgg%ﬁ Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery Landmark Designation | 13



Drive path within the cemetery. Credit: CPC.

The unimproved Vel Street right-of-way contains numerous burial sites, indicating portions of it
have not been used for access for some time. However, street view imagery from April 2011
indicates a northern access point for the cemetery existed into the most northern part of the Vel
Street right-of-way off of Bassa Street. This image illustrates fencing with an access gate and a
more clearly defined path. By February 2025, this fence is largely gone, as is the path, and
vegetation is growing in that may preclude such access over time.
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February 2025 image from Bassa Street to the north. Fencing is gone and access appears more limited.
Credit: Google.
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Site Features

The cemetery includes several noteworthy site features, primarily monuments and markers
denoting burial sites. “Gravemarkers...are the ultimate historical artifact: they are part material
culture and part document...purposefully made to convey information to future generations.”'"
The cemetery contains a variety of burial marker types, materials, and conditions,
representative of cultural norms, socioeconomic circumstances, and evolution over time.

Concrete vaults are the most common marker type. Concrete vaults may have an associated
vertical headstone, or they may not. Some vaults are painted, while the majority are unpainted.
Some vaults have flat nameplates, and some do not. Metal funeral home markers are present to
mark burial sites in place of a formal headstone or vault. Vernacular headstones, those not
created by a professional monument company, are present throughout the cemetery. Official
government markers for military veterans are present throughout the cemetery. Contemporary
burials may have modern headstones made of granite and with laser etching. Some gravesites
have coping, or an individual perimeter created with different materials, around the gravesite.

The ground-penetrating radar (GPR) study (see Archaeological Findings section below)
identified a number of likely unmarked graves, some delineated by small silver crosses,
denoting community efforts to acknowledge or memorialize lost or unmarked burials.

The diversity of grave markers reflects the evolving cultural practices of the Wimauma African
American community and illustrates broader regional trends in funerary traditions. Further
photographic documentation could identify distinctive iconography, inscriptions, or handmade
markers that contribute to the site’s significance. For example, markers may denote affiliation
with religious, civic, or fraternal organizations, which is common in African American cemeteries;
Black gravestones typically focus more on community connections than individual
accomplishments.’? The possible presence of grave goods or personal artifacts, such as shells,
ceramics, or offerings, could be verified and described through fieldwork.

" Supra, note 1, at 2.
2 Supra, note 6, at 73.
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Many veteran burials with military headstones are ~ Vault-style burials are common, some have been
at Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery. Credit: painted. Credit: CPC.
CPC.

Gravesites may have grave goods present. Vaults may have associated headstones or not.
Credit: CPC. Credit: CPC.
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Vernacular, or handmade, headstones exist Modern headstones are present throughout the
throughout the cemetery. Credit: CPC. cemetery. Credit: CPC.

Funeral home markers denote burials without Silver crosses mark potential burial sites as
headstones. Credit: CPC. determined by GPR studies. Credit: CPC.

No formal benches, signage, wayfinding, or ornamental structures have been documented,
consistent with the vernacular nature of the site. A baptismal pool is present at the rear of the
church towards the western side of the cemetery. A flagpole is present at the entrance to the
cemetery on the east side.
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Baptismal pool behind the church building and to the west of the cemetery. Credit: CPC.

Associated Structures

The First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church building stands within the cemetery property and
serves as its most prominent structure. The church has historically been a spiritual center of the
local African American community, and its proximity to the burial ground reinforces the
intertwined religious and cultural functions of the site. GPR analysis indicates probable burials
near the church building, underscoring its longstanding role in funerary and memorial practices.

Although the church contributes to the historical context of the cemetery, physical changes to
the church building are not recommended for inclusion in the local landmark designation. Its
inclusion in the designation is intended to recognize that burials exist on the church parcel itself
(Folio 079088-0000). A formalized boundary survey can further validate this finding.

Proximity of First Prospect church building to the cemetery. Credit: CPC.
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Aerial imagery of Folio 0790880000 (church parcel) demonstrates presence of burials within the parcel
boundaries. Credit: Ayres Associates.

Evolution of the Site

The development of Wimauma Cemetery corresponds with the broader establishment of the
African American community in Wimauma during the early to mid-20th century. The site’s
proximity to the former railroad corridor, now the TECO right-of-way, reflects the transportation
routes that once shaped settlement and access patterns in the area. Over time, as residential
development expanded, the cemetery remained a rare surviving open space linking
contemporary Wimauma to its historic Black community roots.

Modern changes, such as nearby subdivision growth or utility expansion, have altered the
immediate surroundings, but have not compromised the cemetery’s integrity of location, setting,
or feeling. Continued monitoring and documentation are recommended to assess potential
impacts from infrastructure projects or property encroachments.
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A 1938 aerial photograph illustrating the location of the cemetery. The red circle identifies the location of
the church. Credit: University of Florida.
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A 1968 aerial photograph illustrating the location of the cemetery. The current concrete block church
sanctuary building is present and located to the west of the original wood frame church building, both
identified by the red circle. The wood frame church was later demolished to make way for the fellowship
hall. Credit: University of Florida.
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Archaeological Findings

Two ground-penetrating radar (GPR) surveys have been conducted at Historic Wimauma
Memorial Cemetery.'3 The first survey completed in July 2023 evaluated areas in the cemetery
and the TECO right-of-way immediately adjacent to the cemetery. The second survey was
completed in December 2023, re-evaluating portions of the cemetery and possible burial activity
extending onto adjacent private property (Parcel 079295-0040) to the north. Parcel 079295-
0040 is not included in the local landmark designation. Together, the GPR surveys within the
cemetery identified numerous potential unmarked burials, particularly in the northern and
eastern portions of the property and adjacent to the church. These findings underscore the need
for sensitive management and protection of subsurface resources. No potential burial sites were
located within TECO right-of-way.

Site Description Summary

Wimauma Cemetery exemplifies a historic vernacular landscape. The cemetery’s physical
characteristics, its natural systems and vegetation, spatial organization, informal circulation and
layout, site features, and associated structures reflect the social and cultural practices of the
African American residents of Wimauma as further addressed in Section Il

lll. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: HISTORY

Historic Context: Black Cemeteries in the Southern United States

“[Clemeteries are not simply passive sites of rest and repose, but rather reflections of history,
society, and structures of power.”'* Slavery, Jim Crow segregation, and the institutions that
shaped these systems dominated the South for generations. Consequently, Southern
cemeteries were shaped by these systems as well. Southern cemeteries demonstrate historic
views about race, class, and gender through the landscape.'® “As sites of memory, cemeteries
are simultaneously material, symbolic, and functional expressions of lived experiences and
serve as windows to the past.”'®

African American cemeteries across the American South represent more than burial space.
These burial grounds “reveal details about historical events, settlement patterns, and the
demographic makeup of communities.”'” They are significant cultural landscapes that reflect the
history, resilience, beliefs, and values of Black communities. In the wake of emancipation,
African American families and congregations sought to establish their own spaces of memory

3 M.J. Wightman, Geophysical Investigation Reports: First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church Site
(GeoView Assocs., Inc. 2023).

4 Kami Fletcher & Ashley Towle, eds., Grave History: Death, Race, and Gender in Southern Cemeteries
2 (Univ. of Ga. Press 2023).

5 d.

6 /d. at 5.

7 Cole Calhoun, How African American Cemeteries Are Lost, Found, and Protected, Getty Conservation
Institute News (Feb. 9, 2022), https://www.getty.edu/news/how-african-american-cemeteries-are-lost-
found-and-protected/
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and dignity in the face of segregation and constrained resources. These cemeteries often
emerged informally, without formal landscape design or large institutional backers. They
became spaces of expressions of community identity, faith and spirituality, and continuity.

Pre-Emancipation Era (Prior to 1863)

The presence of death in Black peoples’ lives in the United States is inherently connected to the
time of the Transatlantic Slave Trade and slavery, lasting roughly from the mid-16th century to
the 1860s. The number of fatalities due to the slave trade and plantation and urban slavery led
to a normalization of death and led Black people to have expectations or beliefs that accepted a
practical and worldly view of death, which they viewed as the continuation of life.'® Spirituals,
poems, and literature demonstrate this worldview and also connected death to freedom, which
factually was the only freedom most enslaved people would find at that time.°

“For the enslaved, death equaled freedom from bondage, which in turn made last rites and
eternal resting places that much more important to Black peoples. Burial grounds in slavery and
freedom were important sites of resistance, community building, and remembrance.”?° “The
burial place was powerful, because the last rites performed there ritualized the decedent into the
family of the ancestral spirits.”?' Indeed, “...for many African Americans the cemetery was the
one concession recognizing their humanity.”?? This was in part because it was a tangible, public
space where the Black community could honor their loved ones in a way that was not available
to them in any other public space at the time.?3

Enslaved people may have been buried on the edge of White plantation cemeteries or urban
cemeteries, or they may have been buried in separate cemeteries. They were not buried with
White people. Enslavers may or may not have provided markers; if they did, enslavers may
have chosen to show off wealth by providing elaborate markers.?* It was not uncommon for
gravesites to remain unmarked or marked by the enslaved people themselves through
handmade markers or materials available to them such as shells, stones, or plants.?®

Burials during enslavement typically took place at night or more commonly on Sundays, when
enslavers allowed time off. Care for the deceased was often left to women, both White and
Black. Enslaved women in particular were often in charge of caring for an enslaved person’s
body prior to burial, which gave them “authority over the last legacy and memory of their

8 Morton Jackson, The Black Experience with Death: A Brief Analysis Through Black Writings, 3 Omega:
J. Death & Dying 92 (1972).

19 4.
20 Supra, note 14, at 4.
21 .
22 Supra, note 4, at 64.
2 Id.

24 Supra, note 1.
25 Supra, note 6.
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deceased kin.”? Funeral shrouds were made by women, often White women who had access to
the materials, who would then provide them to enslaved people.?”

Reconstruction and Segregation Era (Post-Civil War through 1964)

After Emancipation, freed people entered a period of opportunity. In 1870, Senator Charles
Sumner proposed federal legislation banning racial discrimination in public places, including
cemeteries, as a supplement to the 1866 Civil Rights Act. Sumner believed full citizenship could
not be achieved until Black people had equal access to public accommodations. “Allowing
African Americans to be buried in a cemetery of their choice, rather than forcing them to be
buried in Black cemeteries, was part of Sumner’'s comprehensive vision of citizenship.”?8

In 1873, Joseph H. Rainey, formerly enslaved and then a South Carolina Congressman, spoke
before the House of Representatives in favor of the bill saying, “Why is a discrimination made
against us in the church and in the cemeteries where we go to pay that last debt of nature that
brings us all upon a level?””?° Sumner’s bill ultimately passed in 1875, but had been watered
down, and public schools, churches, and cemeteries were removed. Little debate is
documented around the removal of cemeteries from the legislation. “[B]urial customs that
enshrined racial distinctions largely remained unquestioned and intact...burials had a long
history of reinforcing hierarchies of power that proved difficult to dislodge.”*° Legal decisions
such as Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896 further enshrined segregation by race.3!' Cemeteries, like
other public spaces, evolved separately along racial lines.3?

As a result, beginning in the late 19th century and throughout the early 20th century, “formerly
enslaved people eagerly erected their own private Black cemeteries to properly bury their dead.
They formed burial and mutual aid societies in which they combined their money to establish
cemeteries and provide proper funerals for their members. Through such actions, African
Americans affirmed their familial and communal bonds and built a robust institutional life.”33 This
coincides with the time period where the funeral industry was formalized, embalming methods
became common, and burial traditions were changing in general in the United States. However,
building on the Black belief system around death, the White tendency to romanticize death
during the Victorian era likely made little impact in African American communities, who
continued their own traditions around burials.34

26 Supra, note 14, at 4.

27 Supra, note 14.

28 Supra, note 14, at 1.

29 Id.

30 Supra, note 14, at 2.

31 Plessy v. Ferguson, 163 U.S. 537 (1896), https://www.oyez.org/cases/1850-1900/163us537

32 David Sherman, Grave Matters: Segregation and Racism in U.S. Cemeteries, The Order of the Good
Death, Apr. 20, 2020, https://www.orderofthegooddeath.com/article/grave-matters-segregation-and-
racism-in-u-s-cemeteries/

33 Supra, note 14, at 4.

34 Supra, note 1.
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Black women were instrumental in forming mutual aid societies that created and maintained
Black cemeteries, engaging in creating spaces for healing and commemoration, at the same
time White women were creating memorial associations, improving cemeteries and erecting
monuments for the Confederate dead.3®

African American churches served many functions within the community. They looked after
church members’ spiritual, social and material needs, including providing burial space, if the
church had an associated cemetery. Some churches offered membership in a burial society that
would guarantee assistance with burial at the time of death. Churches may have formed
cemetery committees to assist with these duties. Additionally, churches may have assisted
financially with indigent burials or provided space in church cemeteries for indigent burials.36

Despite community care and support for these spaces, African American cemeteries in the
South faced erasure during the first half of the 20th century as cities expanded and land values
rose. Black cemeteries were also being erased as early as the late 19th century in places like
Richmond.3” Segregation-era planning relegated Black burial grounds to marginal or
undesirable locations: piney woods, low-lying areas, edges of towns, and sites considered
unimportant by White landowners.38 As urban development accelerated in the 1910s to 1950s,
these lands were frequently targeted for repurposing.3® Black cemeteries were paved over,
relocated without consent, or left unrecorded on official plats. In many cases, municipalities or
private developers failed to acknowledge the existence of these burial grounds at all, treating
them as vacant land because grave markers made from wood or temporary materials had
deteriorated. This period saw numerous examples of Black cemeteries being obliterated through
infrastructure projects, zoning changes, suburban expansion, or the construction of schools,
roads, and public housing.4°

The erasure of these cemeteries was often facilitated by the lack of legal protections during the
Jim Crow-era. When cemeteries were disturbed or destroyed, families were rarely notified, and
remains were often left in place, even when publicly it was stated that the burials had been
relocated. The first half of the 20th century thus simultaneously represents one of the most
significant periods of cemetery creation and cemetery loss for African American communities in
the South.

35 Supra, note 14, at 11-12.

36 Rainville 74-75 Supra, note 6, at 74-75.

37 Chip Colwell, The Disgraceful History of Erasing Black Cemeteries in the United States, The
Conversation (Oct. 26, 2025), https://www.theconversation.com/the-disgraceful-history-of-erasing-black-
cemeteries-in-the-united-states-264864

38Associated Press, From Birth to Death, Black Americans Fare Worse in Measures of Health Compared
to Their White Counterparts, AP News, https://apnews.com/article/us-news-race-and-ethnicity-lifestyle-
a9f21c30f0cd556e9161f5c43a14dcf2 (last visited Nov. 20, 2025).

39 Gabriella Paul, A Historical Marker Is Unveiled at the Once-Forgotten Zion Cemetery in Tampa, WUSF,
Feb. 27, 2025, https://www.wusf.org/arts-culture/2025-02-27/a-historic-marker-is-unveiled-at-the-once-
forgotten-zion-cemetery-in-tampa (last visited Nov. 20, 2025).

40 The Fight to Save America’s Historic Black Cemeteries, Nat'| Geographic,
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/historic-black-cemeteries-at-risk-can-they-be-preserved
(last visited Nov. 20, 2025).
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Post-Seqgreqgation Era (1964-Present)

The desegregation era beginning in the 1960s brought major shifts to Southern burial practices.
Civil rights legislation removed legal barriers to previously segregated White cemeteries.
However, it did not dismantle the legacy of racialized landscapes already shaped by centuries of
exclusion, disenfranchisement, and unequal access. “[S]Jouthern culture, policies, politics, and
social norms have shaped the creation, development, and function of cemeteries.”*' Many
historically Black cemeteries that had been maintained for generations through churches,
mutual-aid societies, and extended kin networks experienced increasing neglect as younger
generations moved away, burial associations dissolved, or families opted to inter their loved
ones in integrated, commercially-operated cemeteries that had previously not been an option.

As a result, many African American cemeteries entered periods of decline beginning in the later
20th century. Without consistent maintenance or financial support, these landscapes became
vulnerable to overgrowth, toppled or sunken headstones, vandalism, and storm damage.
Vernacular markers made of wood, concrete, or temporary materials deteriorated or
disappeared entirely. Informal pathways closed, boundaries blurred, and burial records were
lost. Rather than benefitting from desegregation, these cemeteries faced unintended
consequences resulting in disrepair, misinterpretation, and in some cases, redevelopment
pressures. The deterioration of physical features in this period must be understood not as a
reflection of cultural disregard, but as the result of systemic inequities and shifting burial
practices in a rapidly changing social landscape.*?

However, the decline of the physical cemetery space did not equal a decline in the cultural
significance of these landscapes. In many communities, Black cemeteries became even more
important as physical reminders of ancestors, family, history, and rootedness in place. Even
after desegregation, these cemeteries remain visible markers of a segregated past.

Because of this, the preservation of Black cemeteries in the South became, and remains,
especially important. Community activists, church members, scholars, and descendants have
long fought to protect these sites from erasure, development, and mismanagement. Their work
reflects “the potency of the cemetery as s/place,” a landscape where memory, symbolism, and
identity converge.*3 Attempts to remove, relocate, or pave over Black burial grounds are
attempts to deny not only the physical space, but the symbolic authority it holds: “the only way
to deny a cemetery its role as a sacred space is to deny its existence as a cemetery, as
symbolic space. When the cemetery remains a cemetery, it can still speak.”#4

This power of the cemetery as a truth-telling cultural landscape has made Black burial grounds
central to contemporary preservation movements. “[W]ith a concrete space commemorating
these human beings, their stories are much more difficult to forget...these gravesites are

41 Supra, note 14, at 11.

42 NPR, Black Cemeteries Left in Disrepair Reflect Years of Segregation, Feb. 4, 2024,
https://www.npr.org/2024/02/04/1228905668/black-cemeteries-left-in-disrepair-reflect-years-of-
segregation (last visited Nov. 20, 2025).

43 Supra, note 4, at 67.

44 Supra, note 4, at 68.
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constant reminders of these people’s stories...the reality of the physical place gives authority to
the story. It makes the stories not only difficult to forget, but difficult to deny.”#® For historically
marginalized communities, the presence of marked and unmarked graves provides undeniable
testimony of existence and survival. Archaeological investigations, contemporary technology like
ground-penetrating radar, and community advocacy have helped to bring these stories back to
life. Historic Black cemeteries are reminders that the ancestors remain present in the landscape,
that their histories are remembered, and that the community retains a tangible connection to its
origins and collective memory.

Elements of African American Cemeteries

African American cemeteries across the South reflect cultural, spiritual, and aesthetic traditions
that differ from White cemetery landscapes in the region. As noted above, these differences are
grounded in the cultural adaptations born of enslavement, and the practical realities of
segregation, limited resources, and community-based caretaking. Fundamental differences in
belief shaped the form and meaning of Black burial landscapes in ways that persist into the
present.*® Some elements of African American cemeteries in the South that are distinct include,
but are not limited to: east-west grave orientation, organic development, vernacular headstones,
and grave decorations.

One of the most widely observed features of African American cemeteries is the typical east—
west orientation of graves. This can reflect Christian traditions in positioning the deceased to
rise facing the coming of Christ on Judgement Day. But it also carries a second meaning unique
to African American burial practice: facing east toward Africa, the ancestral homeland. This dual
symbolism links each burial to both spiritual salvation and African diasporic identity.*” The
evolution of homegoing ceremonies for the deceased that include music, prayer, eulogies, and
communal memory-keeping all contributed to a ritual that honored both the Christian promise of
resurrection and the symbolic return home to Africa and the ancestors.*®

Unlike the formal, platted layouts common in White cemeteries, African American cemeteries
more commonly develop organically. This is more common in smaller, rural cemeteries
especially. (Larger or urban cemeteries may have a formal plan for gravesites.) Graves may not
be arranged in formal rows but instead follow family groupings or community patterns
established over generations. This spatial informality reflects a vernacular landscape shaped by
use, memory, and kinship rather than professional planning.

45 Supra, note 4, at 70.

46 Chicora Foundation, Grave Matters: The Preservation of African-American Cemeteries (1996),
https://www.chicora.org/pdfs/Grave %20Matters%20-
%20The%20Preservation%200f%20African%20American%20Cemeteries.pdf

47 Supra, note 6.

48 Dr. Kami Fletcher, 7 Elements of African American Mourning Practices & Burial Traditions, TalkDeath
(Feb. 8, 2021), https://talkdeath.com/7-elements-of-african-american-mourning-practices-burial-traditions/;
Monica EI-Amin, Black Cemeteries: Preserving History and Dignity in Death, Part I, DeKalb History
Center (Sept. 8, 2025), https://dekalbhistory.org/blog-posts/black-cemeteries-preserving-history-and-
dignity-in-death-part-i/
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In addition to the vernacular landscape, African American cemeteries are notable for their
vernacular headstones. These are markers created by families, local artisans, or skilled
community members. “African American artisans create original gravemarker designs...[with]
various building materials and actual objects that have symbolic meaning or aesthetic
appeal...they use ephemeral materials such as shells and bric-a-brac, commercial metal and
plastic items intended for functional use, concrete, or perishable materials such as sculpted
earth or wood.”4°

Marker types and iconography can be indicative of socioeconomic status. Family purchasing
power impacts choices made for marker types. Members of the Black community who held
leadership positions or were in a different economic status may have iconography or information
on their monuments that differ from other community members. In some instances, families
could not afford grave markers, and they may have been marked by funeral home markers,
vernacular headstones, wooden crosses that ultimately deteriorate, or by a temporal object like
stones, seashells, or a plant that are not understood to be associated with a gravesite or get
removed over time.° However, handmade memorials should not necessarily be considered
only an economic issue. Vernacular headstones also provide family members an opportunity to
create their own memorials to loved ones, echoing the opportunity to again have “authority over
the last legacy and memory of their deceased kin.”%’

African American graves often incorporate decorations or grave goods, echoing traditions from
West and Central Africa. These objects could include shells, bottles, ceramics, tools, household
goods, bed frames, toys, clothing, or personal belongings. The decorations can serve multiple
purposes: assisting the deceased in the afterlife, expressing aspects of their identity, or
providing comfort, or protection. The practice of leaving grave goods has persisted over time.

While it is noted that Black people had practical and worldly views surrounding death due to
their frequent proximity, African American cemeteries are also spiritual landscapes rooted in
beliefs carried across the Atlantic. Enslaved African people brought with them cosmologies that
emphasized the permeability between the physical and spiritual worlds.5? Despite slaveholders’
attempts to suppress African cultural practices, burial traditions proved resilient spaces of
cultural retention and adaptation. The cemetery remained a sacred environment where
“ancestral forces were active, accessible, and deserving of reverence.”®® Leaving goods such as
charms, shells, or personal items on graves served to protect the deceased’s spirit or aid their
passage. Even when enslaved people had no access to formal cemeteries and were buried in
marginal plantation lands, loved ones transformed these areas into deeply meaningful
landscapes.

Unfortunately, because grave markers and grave goods may appear ordinary or ephemeral,
they are sometimes misidentified as debris and removed, leading to inadvertent erasure of

49 Supra, note 1, at 175.

50 Supra, note 1.

51 Supra, note 14, at 4.

52 Supra, note 48, EI-Amin.
53 Id.
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cultural information. Preservation guidelines emphasize the need for careful interpretation to
distinguish intentional memorial items.

Historic Context: Black Cemeteries in Florida

In Florida, the story of historic Black cemeteries follows similar patterns of community formation,
segregation, self-reliance, and later preservation challenges. As Sarah Miller with the Florida
Public Archaeology Network notes, “[lJooking beyond local significance, Florida’s historic African
American cemeteries are threads in the greater story that link us, as Floridians, to a regional,
national, and world tapestry.”>* Black cemeteries serve as tangible links to community formation
and the lived experience of African Americans in Florida across the 19th and 20th centuries.

Cemeteries across the state demonstrate recurring themes aligned with the overall historic
context of Black cemeteries in the U.S. South: pre-Emancipation development of cultural
practices, association with Black churches and mutual-aid or burial associations, varied land
tenure, early 20th century development and/or erasure, periods of neglect after desegregation,
and current efforts to recover and honor these sacred places. While cemeteries across the state
are illustrative of these patterns, a selection of examples follow:

Old City Cemetery, Tallahassee (Leon County)

Old City Cemetery in Tallahassee, the city’s first public cemetery, offers a longer-range example
of segregation in burial practices. Established in 1829, it became the resting place for a cross-
section of the community, enslaved and free Black residents, White planters and politicians,
soldiers, and laborers, but local regulations required that Black burials be confined to the
western half of the site. The cemetery thus illustrates both spatial segregation and the ways
Black presence is built into the layers of Florida’s landscape.®®

Zion Cemetery, Tampa (Hillsborough County)

Zion Cemetery, established in 1901 and believed to be Tampa’s first African American
cemetery, became a prominent symbol of how Black burial grounds could be literally erased
from the landscape. The roughly 2.5-acre cemetery was gradually built over in the mid-20th
century, including the construction of the Robles Park Village public housing complex on top of
the graves. Recent archival work and ground-penetrating radar confirmed that burials remain
beneath existing development, prompting public acknowledgment and the installation of a
historic marker in 2025.56

Ridgewood Cemetery, Tampa (Hillsborough County)

Ridgewood Cemetery represents a different but related pattern: a municipally created cemetery
for African Americans and indigent residents that was later obscured by institutional
development. Founded in 1942 on land owned by the City of Tampa, Ridgewood functioned as

54 Supra, note 17.

55 Marcus Curtis, Lest We Forget: Preserving the Rich History Buried in Neglected African-American
Cemeteries, StoryMaps (ArcGIS),
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ebdff3a228b74d63a8bbc11d9f4c8b68

56 Zion Cemetery/Black Cemetery Network, https://blackcemeterynetwork.org/bcnsites/zion (last visited
Nov. 20, 2025).
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a burial ground for Black and poor families until the mid-1950s. The land was then sold, and by
1960 a public high school occupied the site. GPR survey work in 2019 identified at least 145
unmarked graves beneath the campus, leading to a memorial dedicated to those buried there

and renewed attention to Tampa’s “erased” Black cemeteries.®’

Lincoln Cemetery, Gulfport/St. Petersburg (Pinellas County)

Lincoln Cemetery, established in 1926, served as the principal burial ground for St. Petersburg’s
Black community through the segregation era. Veterans dating back to the Civil War and
prominent local civic leaders are buried there, alongside everyday community members.
Decades of neglect left the cemetery in deteriorated condition, but recent grassroots efforts and
university-based research have reframed Lincoln as a significant African American historic site
and a focal point for descendant-led preservation.%

Moncrief Road Cemeteries Historic District, Jacksonville (Duval County)

The Moncrief Road Cemeteries Historic District in Jacksonville brings together a cluster of early
20th-century African American cemeteries, including Memorial, Sunset, and Pinehurst. The
district developed after the Great Fire of 1901, when limited burial options for Black residents
prompted the creation of new cemeteries along Moncrief Road. The Afro-American Life
Insurance Company was instrumental in developing the cemeteries. Over time, these
cemeteries suffered from neglect, vandalism, and lack of perpetual care, prompting local
advocates to push for cleanup, restoration, and major investment in long-term stewardship.°

Palm Spring Cemetery, Jacksonville (Duval County)

Palm Spring Cemetery in Jacksonville was a rural cemetery at the time of development,
associated with the historic Gullah Geechee community of Cosmo, as well as Black
communities in Mayport and Jacksonville Beach. The cemetery is entirely surrounded by
suburban development, but despite these pressures, the cemetery was never lost and has
remained under the care of the community. It was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 2020.°

St. Nicholas Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery, Jacksonville (Duval County)

St. Nicholas Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery is an example of an African American cemetery
affiliated with a church congregation. The cemetery is completely surrounded by other
development, and the majority of grave markers have been lost to time. Only a few markers
remained at the time the Church began preservation efforts to restore the cemetery. Two of the
markers are military headstones. With the leadership of Church members who have worked with

57 Ridgewood Cemetery/Black Cemetery Network, https://blackcemeterynetwork.org/bcnsites/ridgewood
(last visited Nov. 20, 2025).

58 Lincoln Cemetery/Black Cemetery Network, https://blackcemeterynetwork.org/bensites/lincoln-
cemetery (last visited Nov. 20, 2025).

59 Ennis Davis, $70.8 Million Project Planned for Moncrief Cemeteries, The Jaxson Mag., June 27, 2018,
https://www.thejaxsonmag.com/article/108-million-project-planned-for-moncrief-cemeteries/

60 palm Spring Cemetery/Black Cemetery Network, https:/blackcemeterynetwork.org/bcnsites/palm-
spring-cemetery (last visited Nov. 20, 2025).
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various partners including local elected officials and have received grant funding, the cemetery
preservation efforts have been a success.®’

Lincoln Memorial Park, Miami (Miami-Dade County)

Lincoln Memorial Park Cemetery in Miami reflects the broader patterns found in many historic
Black burial grounds, while also demonstrating the cultural diversity present within Black
communities. Unlike cemeteries in North or Central Florida, those in Southeast Florida often
exhibit strong Afro-Caribbean influences in funerary traditions, grave decoration, and community
memory practices. Lincoln Memorial Park echoes the overall context of Black cemeteries in the
South: its origins in segregation, its community-led development under Dr. Kelsey Pharr, and its
later decline due to shifts in demographics and resources. It also stands apart as a cemetery
that has remained in private ownership. This unique circumstance has shaped its stewardship,
preservation challenges, and the ways in which descendant communities continue to engage
with and advocate for the site. Lincoln was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in
2018.52

History of Wimauma’s Black Community

The development of Wimauma’s Black community is closely tied to the emergence of the town
itself, the growth of agriculture and the railroad in southern Hillsborough County, and the
formation of religious and social institutions that anchored neighborhood life. First Prospect
Missionary Baptist Church and Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery represent core historic
resources that embody this history.

Long before the modern history of Wimauma, the Seminole, Miccosukee, Tocobaga, Uzita,
Pohoy, and Mocoso people were the original stewards of the lands in the vicinity of Hillsborough
County.®® The land is still connected to the living cultures of the Seminole and Miccosukee
Tribes of Florida.

61 Kelsi Hasden, Update on St. Nicholas Bethel Baptist Church Cemetery, The Jaxson Mag.,
https://www.thejaxsonmag.com/article/update-on-st-nicholas-bethel-baptist-church-cemetery/ (last visited
Nov. 21, 2025).

62 The Cultural Landscape Foundation, Lincoln Memorial Park, https://www.tclf.org/lincoln-memorial-park
(last visited Nov. 21, 2025).

63 Tampa Bay History Center, Florida’s Early American Indians, Mar. 31, 2023,
https://tampabayhistorycenter.org/blog/floridas-early-american-indians/
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Early Agricultural Development and Black Labor (1870s-1890s)

The foundations for Wimauma'’s later Black community were laid in the late 19th century, when
agricultural and transportation interests began transforming rural Hillsborough County. In 1875,
Pleasant Franklin “Frank” Stanaland (1853-1917) relocated from the Thomasville-Boston,
Georgia area to begin farming citrus in what would eventually become the Wimauma vicinity.
Stanaland, who also owned a livery stable, worked in both the citrus and cattle industries and
was among the early White agricultural settlers in the region.%*

By 1880, Black residents were documented living and working near these early farms. The 1880
United States Federal Census for Precinct 6, Hillsborough County, records African Americans in
the vicinity of the Stanalands, including Albert and Violet Martin, listed as farm laborers. Albert,
born in Georgia around 1852, and Violet, born in Florida around 1855, exemplify the early
African American presence in the area, drawn by agricultural work opportunities in the decades
after the Civil War.®®

In the broader post-Civil War South, employment options for African Americans were limited and
often exploitative. However, the rapid expansion of the railroad network in Central Florida
created new wage labor opportunities. Railroad construction crews, maintenance gangs, and
associated industries, often staffed heavily by Black workers, pushed steadily into Hillsborough
County in the 1880s. Railroad magnate Henry B. Plant’s extension of the railroad to Tampa in
1884 employed significant Black labor, setting a precedent for later railroad and industrial
development that would directly influence Wimauma. %8

64 U.S. Census Bureau, United States Census, 1870—-1950.

65 /4., 1880.

66 T. Fillmon, The Moorehead Community, Historical Marker Database (May 22, 2022),
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=198387.
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Creation of the Florida West Shore Line and Founding of Wimauma (1901-1907)
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A map of Hillsborough County in 1911, showing the location of Wimauma along the Seaboard Air Line
Railroad between Turkey Creek and Palmetto. Credit: University of South Florida.

In 1901, the United States & West Indies Railroad and Steamship Company (USWIR&SC) was
established as a subsidiary of the Seaboard Air Line (SAL) Railroad to build a branch line to
Sarasota. Under the direction of Seaboard agent Captain C.H. Davis, construction began in
October 1901. The line, later renamed the Florida West Shore Railroad in 1903, extended a little
over twenty-five miles from the Seaboard main line at Turkey Creek in a nearly straight north—
south route to the Manatee County line at Willow. This new line provided direct access to
markets in Bradenton and Tampa and transformed the economic prospects of southern
Hillsborough County by making large-scale truck farming, lumbering, naval stores, and cattle
operations more profitable and better connected.®”

In 1902, Davis platted a brand-new town along this rail line exactly midway between Turkey
Creek and Bradenton. He named the town “Wimauma” by combining the names of his three
daughters, Wilma, Maude, and Mary. Davis, originally from Townsend, Georgia, also served as
president of the Florida Naval Stores, Lumber and Cattle Company, which controlled 40,000
acres of land east of Tampa Bay and west of the West Shore Railway.8

67 C. Nelson, All Aboard! The Train Comes to Hillsborough County, Osprey Observer (Apr. 8, 2021),
https://www.ospreyobserver.com/2021/04/all-aboard-the-train-comes-to-hillsborough-county/
68 .

it T e MES \ HgLSIE’t(;FOUQh Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery Landmark Designation | 33



A 1903 interview with Davis described the scope of these operations. His company had opened
a turpentine plant at the mouth of the Manatee River, formerly owned by the Williams
Turpentine Company and operated by D.M. Dowdell, and was clearing and draining a dense
hammock east of Tiger Springs (later Lake Wimauma) to plant strawberries, celery, vegetables,
and orange groves. As turpentine was extracted from the pine trees, the timber was turned over
to sawmills for lumber, and the company planned to expand into sheep and cattle raising on
approximately 2,200 fenced acres for “fancy stock” such as Shetland ponies, Angora goats,
fancy poultry, and Jersey cows.®°

Throughout Florida, the turpentine and naval stores industry relied heavily on Black labor.
Before the Civil War, most of this work was performed by enslaved people; after Emancipation,
African American workers, often under harsh conditions, continued to dominate this dangerous
and physically demanding field. In the Wimauma area, Black workers would have cut, chipped,
and dipped the pines, hauled resin, and later shifted into sawmill, farm, and railroad jobs as the
landscape transitioned from forest to fields and town lots.

One of the earliest documented indicators of an organized African American presence in
Wimauma itself appears in a Tampa Tribune report dated December 7, 1903. The article noted
that the people of Wimauma had enjoyed a “series of colored religious meetings and services”
led by Reverend Williams, described as a “worthy colored pastor.” This reference suggests that,
even in the community’s infancy, Black residents were gathering for worship and community life,
foreshadowing the later establishment of Black churches in the town.”®

On July 29, 1907, the original town plat for Wimauma was filed. In this plat, the northeast
section of the town was divided into nine square blocks bounded by North Street, Railroad
Avenue, Bassa Street, and First Street. Importantly, the parcel that would become Historic
Wimauma Memorial Cemetery appears on this plat as a large triangular-shaped property
bounded by First Street, the Seaboard Air Line Railroad, and Bassa Street.”’

Growth of the Black Community and Religious Institutions (1910-1925)

By the 1910 U.S. Census, thirty African Americans were recorded as residing in Wimauma.
Sixteen worked in the turpentine industry, four as farm laborers, and four with the railroad;
others served as a cook or laundress. The majority of these residents originated from various
parts of Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, with a smaller number
from lllinois and Canada. Their occupations reflect the local economy’s dependence on
resource extraction, railroad maintenance, and agriculture.”

Around 1911, the turpentine camp and many of its workers relocated, leaving a smaller
population of about seventy-five people in Wimauma. In response, D.M. Dowdell shifted his

69 C.H. Davis Talks of South Florida, FLA. TIMES-UNION, Dec. 1, 1903, at 10.
0 Wimauma, TAMPA TRIB., Dec. 17, 1903, at 2.

"1 C. Knott, Map of Wimauma (Hillsborough County 1907).

2 Supra, note 60, 1910.
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focus to truck farming, and by 1914 Wimauma'’s population had rebounded to roughly 500
residents, supported by expanding agricultural operations.”

On June 1, 1914, a revised plat of the Town of Wimauma was filed. This new plat further
structured the northeast section, one half-block north of Edina Street and east of 5th Street, into
eight blocks, six of which were divided into large 125-foot-wide by 335-foot-deep lots. The
rights-of-way for Vel and Bassa Streets were shifted south, with Vel Street located 238 feet
north of Edina Street. Of particular significance to the history of the Black community, the 1914
plat identifies a “church” on lot 4, block 6, in the northeast quarter of Section 10. This lot would
become the site of Prospect Baptist Church.”

In August 1914, Captain C.H. Davis and D.M. Dowdell of Manatee, together with W.H. Beckwith
of Tampa, incorporated the Wimauma Fruit & Vegetable Company. The company’s 150-acre
“West Farm,” connected to the packing house and depot by a one-and-a-half-mile shell road
constructed at Dowdell’'s expense, grew celery, cabbage, cucumbers, tomatoes, and citrus for
shipment via rail. By 1915, Wimauma had 70 acres in celery, 40 in cucumbers, 60 in cabbage,
and 150 in tomatoes; West Farm alone produced seventy carloads of celery in a single season.
Dowdell’'s separate “Dovedale” farm, with 150 acres in cultivation and 100 in citrus, further
expanded the demand for agricultural labor.”®

These enterprises attracted additional Black families to Wimauma to work in the fields, packing
operations, sawmills, and other manual labor roles. As the Black population increased, so too
did the need for institutions that could serve their spiritual, social, and communal needs.

In 1918, the Wimauma Fruit & Vegetable Company formally transferred lot 4, block 6, the
church site identified on the 1914 plat, to the trustees of Prospect Baptist Church.This action
provided a permanent, legally recognized home for an African American congregation in the
northeast section of town. A few years later, in 1921, the Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist
Church was established at 5909 Vel Street, further solidifying the northeast area as the center
of Black religious life in Wimauma. Prospect Baptist Church and Mount Moriah quickly became
more than houses of worship; they functioned as centers of community organization, mutual aid,
education, and social gatherings for Wimauma'’s Black residents.”®

By 1920, the town’s Black population had grown to 121 permanent residents. Twenty-seven
worked in the region’s sawmills, twenty as truck farm laborers, six as turpentine laborers, two as
railroad section hands, two as ministers, and one as a laundress. Notably, four Black truck
farmers, Madison Rugger, Willie Teart, Bill Stevens, and John Stevenson, owned their own
farms. A 1917 Tampa Tribune article documents Rugger’s purchase of multiple lots in Davis &

73 S.A. Dowdell, Wimauma’s Growth Showing Its Wonderful Possibilities, Tampa Trib., Dec. 15, 1915, at
67.

4 Sullivan, B., Revised Map of the Town of Wimauma (Hillsborough County 1914).

5 Supra, note 69.

76 Alanah Cooper, “We Will Tend to It”: The Reconstruction of the Wimauma, Florida’s Bethune Area
Through Archival Research and Oral Histories (2025) (Master’s thesis, Univ. of S. Fla.),
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/etd/10934
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Dowdell’'s Addition to Wimauma from D.M. Dowdell, illustrating early patterns of Black
landownership in the town.””

Oral history supports this pattern of settlement. In a 2017 interview, Everett and Sharon Prevatt
recalled that in the early years of the town, their White ancestors relied on a contingent of Black
residents north of downtown Wimauma, which is where much of the local labor force lived. This
recollection aligns with both the plat configuration and later demographic trends, placing
Wimauma'’s Black community in and around the area that now includes First Prospect
Missionary Baptist Church and Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery."®

Incorporation, Segreqgation, and Neighborhood Formation (1925-1940)

Picking beans in a Wimauma bean field. Credit: Hillsborough Community College Digital Library.

In 1925, Wimauma was incorporated as Hillsborough County’s fourth municipality, with a
population nearing 1,000. The municipal charter granted authority to segregate the town into
racially defined sections. The Bethune area, anchored by Prospect Baptist Church, Mount
Moriah Missionary Baptist Church, and Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery, served as the

7 Supra, note 60, 1920.
8 C. Nelson, Oral History Transcript: Everett and Sharon Prevatt (Nov. 2017),
https://hccfl.digital.flve.org/islandora/object/hccfl%3A1777
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primary residential district for Black laborers and their families and developed into the town’s
largest African American neighborhood.”®

The Great Depression brought significant economic hardship. By 1930, Wimauma'’s permanent
population had declined to about 400 residents, with African Americans representing roughly
twenty-five percent of the total. Fifteen Black residents worked in sawmills, twelve in truck
farming, eight on the railroad, and five as servants and caretakers for white families. A 1938
aerial photograph of the northeast neighborhood shows a landscape of small wood-frame
dwellings arranged along unpaved roads and paths, conditions typical of rural Black
communities subjected to limited infrastructure investment.

Despite these challenges, the Black community remained a substantial portion of Wimauma’s
population. By 1940, African Americans accounted for approximately forty-three percent of the
town’s permanent residents, with most employed as sawmill or farm laborers. The institutions in
the northeast section of town, especially the churches and the cemetery, continued to function
as focal points for community life, providing spiritual support, organizing funerals and
memorials, and reinforcing a shared identity rooted in place.?’

Postwar Transformations and Segregated Community Life (1940s-1960s)

Truck farm laborers working a potato field in Wimauma in 1926. Credit: Hillsborough Community College
Digital Library.

79 Supra, note 72.
80 Supra, note 60, 1930.
81 Supra, note 60, 1940.
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Following World War Il, agricultural practices around Wimauma shifted as small, locally owned
truck farms that hauled produce to Tampa were increasingly replaced by larger, more capital-
intensive farms employing migrant labor crews. During the 1950s, many local residents,
including Black residents of the Bethune neighborhood, worked at U.S. Phosphoric, on the
railroad, and in sawmills.®? A series of winter freezes forced the closure of the local packing
plant, altering employment patterns. A 1956 map documented two churches in the northeast
neighborhood and showed that Edina Street had recently been paved, indicating modest
infrastructure improvements, but continued physical separation from other parts of town.83

In 1959, a Tampa Times article titled “Wimauma Is Secluded From County Growth” noted that
Wimauma'’s Black community comprised approximately half of the town’s population at the time.
The article also documented that freight carloads of pine stumps left Wimauma by rail each
week for a powder plant in Georgia, underscoring the continued importance of timber-related
work and rail service.®

Well into the 1960s, the Bethune area of Wimuama retained a predominantly rural character.
Housing often consisted of wood-frame, one-to-three-room shotgun houses. Residents shared a
community well with an electric pump, there was no sustainable system for trash disposal, most
homes relied on outhouses, roads remained unpaved, and there was no centralized sewage
system. These conditions reflected the persistent neglect and inequality that characterized
many historically Black communities in the Jim Crow South.

Educational facilities reflected similar disparities. In the 1960s, Black children attended the
Bethune School, composed of portable classrooms at the northwest corner of North and
Railroad Streets, near the heart of the neighborhood. White children attended Wimauma
Elementary School, a two-story structure with stable facilities and new textbooks. The Bethune
School closed in September 1966 as part of school integration in Hillsborough County. In 1968,
the former school site was converted into Bethune Park, a recreational center serving the
surrounding community.8®

Despite limited resources, local Black-owned or Black-serving businesses played a vital role in
neighborhood cohesion and cultural life. Establishments such as Uncle Doug’s Place and Tut’s
Place have been described as “monuments to Black community life” in Wimauma. Oral histories
recount Uncle Doug’s Place as both a small shop and social hall. During a 2024 interview by
Alanah Cooper, longtime resident Emma Freedom remembered it as a place where children
could watch movies. Others recall the site as a lively dance hall where residents gathered to
listen to music, purchase small treats, and dance late into the night. These establishments
provided safe, welcoming spaces for recreation and social interaction at a time when
segregation severely constrained African Americans’ access to mainstream public venues.86

82 Supra, note 72.

83 U.S. Geological Survey, Wimauma Quadrangle, Florida, 7.5-Minute Series (1:25,000, 1956).
84 Bayle, F., Wimauma Is Secluded From County Growth, TAMPA TIMES, Apr. 10, 1959, at 1.
85 Crothers, D., He Remembers Good and Bad in Wimauma, TAMPA TRIB., Apr. 22, 1987, at 9.
86 Supra, note 72.
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Oral histories consistently emphasize the strong sense of mutual care and neighborliness that
characterized the Black community. Longtime resident Emma Freedom described Wimauma’s
Black neighborhood as a place where “everybody was friendly, and everybody looked out for
each other.” Prospect Baptist Church, Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist, Historic Wimauma
Memorial Cemetery, neighborhood schools, and small businesses all contributed to a cohesive
local culture and shared identity.8”

Decline of Rail Service, Demographic Shifts, and the Bethune Neighborhood (1970s-Present)

The Wimauma Train Station in 1962. Credit: Hillsborough Community College Digital Library.

The 1970s brought major structural changes to Wimauma. The Wimauma railroad station
closed in 1976, marking the end of the town’s long-standing direct rail connection that had
originally spurred its creation and sustained its agricultural economy. At the same time, many
African American residents left the area in search of better employment opportunities
elsewhere, following broader regional and national trends. Their departure, combined with
changes in agricultural labor practices, opened space for new populations to arrive.

In the 1970s, Hispanic and Latino workers, especially Mexican and Central American
immigrants, moved into Wimauma drawn by agricultural jobs. Over time, this demographic shift
reshaped the cultural landscape of the town, but the physical framework of the historic Black
neighborhood, its churches, cemetery, street grid, and modest housing, remained as evidence
of the earlier community.8°

87 Id.
88 Supra, note 81.
89 /d.
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Today, the Bethune neighborhood, reflecting this historic Black settlement, can be generally
described as bounded by Bassa Street to the north, Edina Street to the east (along the former
Seaboard Air Line railroad tracks), State Road 674 to the south, and Scarboro Street to the
west. Within this area, First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church and Historic Wimauma
Memorial Cemetery continue to serve as tangible and symbolic anchors of the historic Black
community. The cemetery’s early appearance on the 1907 town plat, the 1914 plat notation of a
church on what became Prospect Baptist’s lot, the 1918 deed transfer to the church’s trustees,
and the subsequent growth of Black religious, social, and residential life in the northeast section
all underscore the long-standing importance of this landscape.

As such, First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church and Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery
are not isolated sites, but central elements in the more than century-long story of Wimauma’s
Black community, its labor, faith, resilience, and evolving identity.

History of First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church

I

i
il Jaf’u’?‘: ’

An early photograph of the Prospect Baptist Church. Credit: Jackie Brown
The origins of the First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church are deeply entwined with the early

African American experience in southern Hillsborough County, particularly the labor systems
and settlement patterns that shaped Black life in and around Wimauma.
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The roots of Wimauma’s early Black community lie in the labor systems associated with the
turpentine, lumber, and railroad industries. The production of naval stores, derived from the
longleaf pine forests, had been a major southern industry since the Colonial Era. By the 1840s,
growing national demand made turpentine one of the South’s major exports. Enslaved laborers
were organized into work camps and assigned sections of pine forest to harvest for resin; when
the trees were exhausted, they were cut for lumber, and the work crews moved on. This system
persisted until the Civil War, when emancipation transformed the industry’s labor structure.®®

Following emancipation, many formerly enslaved people adopted subsistence farming while
continuing to work in turpentine camps as paid laborers. By the early 1900s, depletion of pine
forests in the Carolinas and Georgia led turpentine operators to seek new stands in Florida.®"
This southward movement included the establishment of Captain C. H. Davis’s Florida Naval
Stores, Lumber and Cattle Company, a major enterprise that played a central role in the
founding of Wimauma in 1902-1903. As the industry expanded, African American workers and
their families migrated to the region, forming the nucleus of what became Wimauma’s Black
community and supporting the development of local churches, including Prospect Baptist
Church.

One of the earliest newspaper references to African American religious activity in Wimauma
occurred on December 7, 1903, when the Tampa Tribune reported that residents “had the
pleasure of attending a series of colored religious meetings and services conducted by the
worthy colored pastor, Reverend Williams.” This early account reflects the presence of an
African American community and religious practices being present during the founding of the
town. 92

The first definitive cartographic evidence of the church comes from the June 1, 1914, Revised
Map of the Town of Wimauma, which depicts a church being present at the current location of
today’s First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church. This mapping documents the congregation’s
formal establishment during a period of railroad expansion, agricultural development, and
increasing African American settlement in South Hillsborough County.®

In 1915, the Wimauma Fruit & Vegetable Company transferred property rights to the trustees of
the Prospect Baptist Church, marking one of the earliest documented legal recognitions of the
congregation. In 1918, the Wimauma Fruit & Vegetable Company transferred lot 4, block 6,
located in the NE 1-4 of section 10, Wimauma to the trustees of the Prospect Baptist Church.
The original trustees were Ben J. Smith, Edward D. Hugee, Willie M. Teart, David Johnson and
Alex Gay. These men represent some of Wimauma’s earliest and most influential Black

community leaders, many of whom were linked to the turpentine and agricultural economies.
94

90 The History of Florida Turpentine Camps, SARASOTA HERALD-TRIB., Mar. 15, 2004.
1 d.

92 Supra, note 66.

93 Supra, note 70.

94 Supra, note 72.
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Reverend David J. Johnson, born in South Carolina in 1876, worked in the naval stores industry
in Jacksonville before migrating to Wimauma after 1910. Reverend Ben J. Smith, a North
Carolina native and truck farm laborer, would go on to organize the Mount Moriah Missionary
Baptist Church in Wimauma in 1921. Both Smith and Johnson are recorded in the 1920 U.S.
Census as the two Black Baptist ministers residing in Wimauma, providing pastoral leadership
to the growing community.®®

Other trustees were also prominent early residents. Willie Teart, born in Georgia in 1886,
operated one of Wimauma'’s few African American—owned truck farms by 1920 after earlier
employment by D. M. Dowdell, son-in-law of town founder Captain C. H. Davis. Edward Hugee,
another South Carolina migrant, farmed successfully for decades. Alex Gay, born in Georgia in
1880, and his wife Ella, originally from Jefferson County, Florida, also migrated to Wimauma in
the early 1910s and contributed to the agricultural economy.®

The church remained a central landmark in the Black community as Wimauma evolved during
the mid-20th century. A 1938 aerial photograph clearly shows the original Prospect Baptist
Church structure, confirming its longstanding presence at the site.®” A 1944 map of Wimauma
shows that Edina Street, which fronts the church, remained unpaved, and no paved roads
existed east of Railroad Street and north of Center Street.?® By 1956, Edina Street had finally
been paved, improving access to the neighborhood and Prospect Baptist Church.®®

Although the Hillsborough County Property Appraiser lists 1977 as the construction date for the
existing concrete block church building, aerial photography demonstrates that the current
sanctuary already stood by 1968. This building was constructed directly west of the original
wood-frame structure, illustrating a period of church expansion. The original church building was
later demolished to make way for what is now the fellowship hall.1%°

The congregation formally incorporated under the name First Prospect Missionary Baptist
Church of Wimauma, FL on January 23, 1986, marking its transition into a modern religious
institution while maintaining its historical roots within the African American community of
Wimauma.

Today, the First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church stands as one of the oldest and most
significant cultural institutions in Wimauma. Rooted in the labor history of the turpentine and
agricultural industries, sustained by generations of African American families, and closely tied to
the adjacent Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery, the church remains a vital symbol of faith,
continuity, and community identity. Its history reflects broader regional patterns of Black

95 Supra, note 60.

9 Id.

97 Univ. of Fla., Aerial Photographs of Hillsborough County — 1938 Index,
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00071784/00013

98 U.S. Geological Survey, Wimauma Quadrangle, Florida, 7.5-Minute Series (1:31,680, 1944).

99 Univ. of Fla., Aerial Photographs of Hillsborough County — 1956 Index,
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00071784/00013

100 Hillsborough County Property Appraiser, https://gis.hcpafl.org/gissearch/ (last visited Nov. 19, 2025).
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migration, labor, landownership, and institution-building in Wimauma and during the 20th
century in rural Florida.

History of the Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery

The Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery is one of the earliest and most enduring cultural
landmarks associated with Wimauma'’s historic African American community. Oral testimony
from community elders holds that the property was a “Potter’s Field” (a burial place for
unclaimed individuals or those without funds to have a formal burial in a cemetery) prior to the
founding of Wimauma. ' Its documented origins can be traced to the early 20th century, with
the use of an African American labor force during the construction of the Seaboard Air Line
(SAL) Railroad and Captain C.H. Davis’ founding of the town of Wimauma in 1902. The
cemetery was established on the west side of the 200-foot-wide railroad reserve, a defining
feature of the town’s early geography. %2

When the original town plat was recorded in 1907, what would become known as the Bethune
area of Wimauma and the location of the cemetery appeared as a nine-block section of town
bounded by Railroad Avenue, North Street, First Street, and Bassa Street. The cemetery itself
was depicted as a large triangular parcel framed by the SAL railroad reserve on the east, Bassa
Street to the north, and the unbuilt First Street right-of-way to the west. This early mapping
provides the earliest known visual documentation of the cemetery's presence and significance
within the newly developing community.'® The earliest known burial, based on available death
certificates, dates to 1910, confirming that the cemetery was actively used by the early residents
of Wimauma within just a few years of the town’s establishment.%4

The character of the cemetery landscape began to shift after the Revised Map of the Town of
Wimauma was issued in 1914. This later plat dramatically altered the arrangement of streets
and parcels north of Edina Street. Both Vel Street and Bassa Street were shifted southward, a
realignment that likely incorporated some of the cemetery’s earliest burial areas into newly
defined rights-of-way. At the same time, a portion of the unbuilt First Street corridor was
absorbed into the cemetery parcel and added to adjacent property west of the right-of-way. In
this revised map, the First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church, today a key institutional anchor
for Wimauma’s African American community, is also clearly identified, demonstrating the early
relationship between the church and the cemetery.%

By the late 1930s, aerial photographs helped illustrate the character of the surrounding
neighborhood and the cemetery’s physical evolution. A 1938 aerial image shows a small
community of modest wood-frame dwellings situated along unpaved roads and footpaths. A dirt
path is visible along what would later become a paved Edina Street, and two dirt roads ran

101 Jackie Brown, personal interview (October 6, 2025).

102 Supra, note 72.

103 Supra, note 67.

104 Brown, J. Florida Master Site File Historical Cemetery Form HI14554: Historic Wimauma Memorial
Cemetery (July 15, 2024).

105 Supra, note 70.
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north—south along the west side of the SAL tracks. Within this landscape, the southwestern
portion of the cemetery appears cleared, indicating active maintenance or new burial activity.
This cleared area lay adjacent to the original Prospect Baptist Church building, within and just
south of the Vel Street right-of-way. %6

By 1948, vegetation across much of the cemetery had increased significantly compared to the
previous decade, although unpaved roads and footpaths continued to circle the east and west
sides of the burial ground. These shifting patterns of vegetation and circulation reflect both
continued use and intermittent maintenance typical of rural community cemeteries during this
period. 07

The mid-20th century brought important legal and institutional developments. A 1965 deed
identified the property as belonging to the Wimauma Community Cemetery, and a 1966
photograph of a “burning mortgage” ceremony documents the apparent retirement of debt
associated with the northern lots of the cemetery, Lots 1 and 2, Block 86, Revised Map of Town
of Wimauma Subdivision, as per Map of Plat thereof recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 136, public
records of Hillsborough County, Florida. At the time, James W. Berrien, Fred Johnson, W.M.
Thompson and Harry J. Anderson were listed as the trustees for Wimauma Community
Cemetery.

These northern sections likely represent expansions of the burial ground, while the oldest
known burials supported by the recent ground-penetrating radar findings and site visits, are
concentrated just east and north of the First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church building.

By 1968, changes in the surrounding infrastructure further shaped the cemetery environment.
Vel Street had been paved on the north and west sides of the cemetery, though informal,
unpaved paths still connected Vel Street and Edina Street and provided access around the
burial ground. Bassa Street to the north had been paved more recently. At the same time, a
large orange grove had been established east of the SAL railroad tracks. Aerials from 1968
again show the cemetery property adjacent to the original church building as cleared, consistent
with earlier burial activity patterns.%8

The decade also marked a turning point in the history of the railroad corridor framing the
cemetery’s eastern boundary. In 1967, the Seaboard Air Line Railroad merged with its longtime
competitor, the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad, forming the Seaboard Coast Line Railroad. The
consolidation reduced rail traffic through Wimauma, and the town’s passenger depot closed in
1968. Rail service along this line ceased entirely in 1976, ending 74 years of operation, and the

106 Supra, note 93.

07 Univ. of Fla., Aerial Photographs of Hillsborough County — 1948 Index,
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00071784/00013

108 Univ. of Fla., Aerial Photographs of Hillsborough County — 1968 Index,
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00071784/00013
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abandoned tracks were removed in 1986. The removal of the rail corridor significantly altered
the physical and cultural landscape surrounding the cemetery. 199

Although the surrounding landscape has changed dramatically over time, from altered street
grids and shifting residential patterns to the decline of the railroad and the growth of agricultural
lands, the cemetery endures as a tangible connection to the region's earliest African American
settlers, community leaders, and migrant laborers.

In recent years, residents, community advocates, and descendants have come together to
support and protect the cemetery. Their efforts led to the official renaming of the site as the
Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery in July 2022, a change made to honor the many African
Americans, including military veterans, laid to rest there. The renaming was part of a broader
community initiative to shield the cemetery from development pressures and to advance its
recognition as a historic place.

On February 24, 2024, the community further honored this legacy through the Historic
Wimauma Memorial Cemetery Repass, held at the First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church.
The event brought residents and descendants together to reflect on and celebrate the past,
present, and future of both Wimauma and the cemetery.'"°

109 Seaboard Air Line Railroad, WIKIPEDIA,

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seaboard Air_Line_ Railroad#cite note-22 (last visited Nov. 15, 2025).

10 williams, J. (2024, February 22). "Memorial planned for the hundreds of people buried in previously
forgotten Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery." Tampa Bay 28,
https://www.tampabay28.com/news/region-hillsborough/memorial-planned-for-the-hundreds-of-people-
buried-in-previously-forgotten-historic-wimauma-memorial-cemetery
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Stories of Early Settlers Buried at Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery
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The United States World War Il Draft Registration Form for Joseph Don Carrie. Born in Sumner, FL,
Carrie was a survivor of the Rosewood massacre in 1923 before migrating to Wimauma. Credit:
Ancestry.com"?

The Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery serves as a resting place for some of Wimauma’s
and South Hillsborough County’s earliest African American settlers, individuals whose lives and
labor shaped the agricultural, industrial, military, and civic foundations of the region. Their
stories reflect broader patterns of migration, work, and perseverance in the post-Reconstruction
South. The following biographies highlight just a few of the many men, women, and children
whose histories contribute to the cultural significance of the cemetery.

e Henrietta Bailey (1861-1934)
Born around 1861, Henrietta Bailey represents the first generation of African Americans
to build new lives in freedom following the end of the Civil War. By the early 20th century
she had established herself in Tampa, residing along Highland Avenue where she
supported herself as a laundress and later as a truck farmer. Her household included
several agricultural laborers who boarded with her, evidence of the networks of mutual
support common among Black residents working in and around Hillsborough County.
Bailey’s life reflects the perseverance of women who carved out economic
independence despite limited opportunities. 12

"1 Carrie, Joseph Don. “United States World War Il Draft Registration Cards, 1940,” serial no. 3342,
Local Draft Board 6, Plant City, Florida. Ancestry.com (last visited November 20, 2025).
"2 Supra, note 60.
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John Barr (1893-1960)

John Barr’s life illustrates the migration of African American laborers from the Carolinas
into Florida’s turpentine and agricultural industries. Born in South Carolina with only a
second-grade education, Barr moved to Hillsborough County by 1930, where he was
employed at a turpentine still and lived along Johnston Community Road. By 1940 he
had settled in Wimauma with his wife, Rosa Lee Barr (1889-1967), herself a Florida
native who would later be interred beside him. Their story echoes the journeys of many
Black families who followed the ebb and flow of the rural labor economy across the
South. 3

Elliott Chambers Bruton Sr. (1893-1942)

A World War | veteran and railroad laborer, Elliott C. Bruton Sr. demonstrated both
service and resilience. Born in Mclntosh, Florida, he served as a Private in the 330th
Labor Battalion until 1919. After the war, Bruton worked as a railroad section hand,
married Rosa Bolden, and by 1940 was living on a dirt road in Wimauma where he
labored to support his family. His trajectory reflects the heavy burdens placed on Black
servicemen who returned from war to low-wage manual labor, yet remained committed
to building stable community lives.*

Nathaniel Cobb (1925-1956)

Born in Sarasota during the height of Florida’s agricultural expansion and land boom,
Nathaniel Cobb grew up in a working-class family tied to both railroad employment and
celery farming. By 1943 he worked on the docks for the Seaboard Air Line Railroad
while his mother lived in Wimauma. Cobb enlisted in the U.S. Navy Reserve in 1944 and
served aboard the USS Tadgen during World War Il. Cobb died young in 1956 in
Manatee County, but his burial in Wimauma connects him to a community where his
family maintained long-term roots. "%

John D. (“Jim”) Dorsey (1891-1955)

John D. Dorsey represents early 20th-century migration from Georgia into Florida’s
expanding timber industry. Born in Georgia, he married Annie Lee Morrow in 1915 and
farmed in Brooks County before relocating to Hillsborough County. During the 1930s he
worked in a sawmill and continued laboring through the Depression and post-war years.
By 1950 he was known locally as Jim Dorsey and lived on Railroad Avenue in Wimauma
while working in a chemical plant. His life reflects the steady movement of Black rural
workers toward jobs that supported Florida’s booming economy. "6

Lonnie Lattienore (1877-1936)

A Georgia-born farm and mill laborer, Lonnie Lattienore followed the migration stream of
African Americans who entered Florida’s turpentine industry in the early 1900s. He lived
and worked in Conyers, Georgia, before relocating to Ruskin by 1918, where he found

113 Id.

114 Id.

115 Id.

116 Id.
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employment with regional turpentine companies such as West & Williford and G. Smith’s
Turpentine Still in Boyette. By 1930 he lived in St. Catherine in Sumter County, still
laboring in turpentine production. Lattienore’s long career reveals the harsh but vital
industry that drew many Black families into central Florida.'"”

John Edward and Susie Levins (1878-1958; 1876-1965)

John Benjamin Edward (“Ed”) Levins and his wife, Susie, represent the many married
couples who moved through a succession of rural labor jobs before settling in Wimauma.
Ed worked as a common laborer, turpentine chipper, and later as a sawmill and truck
farm laborer across Santa Rosa County. Susie, born Susie Goodwine, came from a
Bradford County family rooted in North Florida’s agricultural communities. By the 1930s
the couple was employed in truck farming and by 1940 had relocated to Wimauma,
where Ed worked as a farm laborer. Their son Josiah later registered for the World War
Il draft while employed by local grower Bennett Elsberry, demonstrating the family’s
sustained presence in regional agricultural work.''®

Mazie Bell Watson (1937-2015)

Born in Wimauma, Mazie Bell Watson came from a family with deep labor and migration
ties. While her mother, Marie Jones Watson, was born in Omaha but by 1920 her
grandparents were living in Hillsborough County, where her grandfather worked as a
railroad section hand. Mazie’s father, John C. Watson, was born in South Carolina and
worked locally for grower G.R. Barfield. Mazie remained connected to the region
throughout her life, later residing in Tampa. Her life bridges Wimauma'’s agricultural past
and the urban migration patterns of the late 20th century.'"®

Elijah James West Sr. (1927-2013)

A U.S. Navy veteran who served during both World War Il and the Korean War, Elijah
James West Sr. was celebrated locally as one of the area’s finest Black cowboys.
Raised by Mr. and Mrs. W.H. West, he worked as a rancher skilled in moving and roping
cattle throughout Wimauma, Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco and Polk counties. West was
a devoted member of Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church, where he worshipped
throughout his life. His burial in Wimauma honors his dual legacies of military service
and ranching expertise.'?

Wade H. West (1859-1942)

Born in Alabama to parents from Virginia, Wade H. West represents an earlier
generation of agricultural settlers. By 1930 he lived on Johnston Community Road as a
farmer, later working as a truck-crop farmer near Fort Lonesome. Also a Spanish-
American War veteran, he is representative of the story of Black military service that
predates the 20th century.'?!

117 Id.
118 Id.
119 Id.

120 Melone, M., Cowboy Has Lived a Life He’s Proud Of, TAMPA BAY TIMES, May 28, 1991.
21 Supra, note 60.

P . T .
M ESTRBo R AYRES (4 Hillsborough  Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery Landmark Designation | 48

@ County rorica



e Deacon James Mathew Berrien (1920-2020)
James Mathew Berrien, known locally as the “Honorary Mayor of Wimauma,” left a
century-long legacy of community service. Born in Rincon, Georgia, he spent his youth
moving between Georgia, Cedar Key, and Fort Lonesome before marrying Lillie Mae
Levins in 1939. He worked in sawmills, on farms, and later dumping rock at phosphate
facilities. Drafted during World War 1l, he served in Guam and Pearl Harbor.

Berrien became one of Wimauma'’s most influential civic leaders, advocating tirelessly
for housing improvements, educational access, and community development. As
president of the Citizens Improvement Board, he helped secure HUD housing and
played a key role in relocating the Old Sun City School to Bethune Park. A dedicated
leader within Mt. Moriah M.B. Church for over 70 years, he served as Trustee, Deacon,
and mentor. His life embodies the spirit of service that shaped the modern Wimauma
community. 122

e Rev. James Wilkie Berrien (1941-2023)
Son of James Mathew and Lillie Mae Berrien, Rev. James Wilkie Berrien was born in
Fort Lonesome in 1941 and grew up in Wimauma'’s close-knit Black community. His
mother, a leader in Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church and the Lodge of the
Calanthes, influenced his early involvement in faith-based community life. By 1950 he
lived with his parents in Polk County, later carrying forward his family’s legacy of
religious and civic leadership. His burial at Wimauma ties another generation of the
Berrien family to the historic community they helped nurture.?3

Summary of Historic Significance

Wimauma Cemetery is significant as part of the long and deeply rooted tradition of African
American burial landscapes in the South. Across the region, Black cemeteries emerged as
essential community institutions during and after Reconstruction, representing spaces of
autonomy, dignity, and cultural continuity in a segregated society that frequently denied African
Americans equal access even in death. These burial grounds often developed organically,
shaped by the needs, resources, and cultural practices of Black families and congregations
rather than by formal landscape design. Their vernacular character, seen in handmade markers,
natural vegetation, irregular layouts, and the presence of grave goods, reflects long-standing
African American funerary traditions that privilege spiritual meaning, ancestral presence, and
community stewardship. Beloved ancestors buried in Black cemeteries represent the foundation
of today’s contemporary communities. The Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery is
representative of all of these elements.

In Florida, African American cemeteries follow these same overarching patterns. Like other such
sites statewide, Wimauma Cemetery emerged as both a sacred landscape and a stabilizing

122 Ray Williams Funeral Home, Obituary: James Berrien,
https://www.raywilliamsfuneralhome.com/obituary/James-Berrien (last visited Nov. 21, 2025).
123 Supra, note 60.
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social anchor for its surrounding community, reflecting the lived experience, faith, and identity of
generations of African American residents in Hillsborough County.

The significance of Wimauma Cemetery becomes especially clear when placed alongside
comparable African American cemeteries across Florida. Other Black cemeteries in Florida
demonstrate how Black burial grounds were vulnerable to erasure when land pressures,
municipal policies, or discriminatory practices allowed development to encroach upon
undocumented graves. In contrast, the preservation of Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery
offers an example of how a historic Black cemetery can remain visible and intact within a
changing landscape.

Within this broader context, Wimauma Cemetery stands out as a surviving vernacular African
American burial landscape in Hillsborough County with high integrity of setting, materials, and
feeling. Its informal layout, diverse range of marker styles, and continued association with First
Prospect Missionary Baptist Church reflect enduring cultural practices that echo those found
statewide. The presence of unmarked graves further aligns Wimauma with other Black
cemeteries where markers may have been lost to time or erroneously removed. Importantly,
unlike many comparable sites in Florida, Wimauma Cemetery has not been entirely displaced or
paved over, making it an especially valuable and honored repository of community memory and
cultural heritage.

Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery embodies key themes in the African American
experience in Florida: community formation, resistance to erasure, continuity of tradition, and
the sacred relationship between land and ancestry. Its preservation ensures that the histories
and legacies of Wimauma'’s African American families, many of whom helped build and sustain
the town, remain visible within the landscape.

IV. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: CRITERIA

Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery retains integrity of location (original site), setting (in the
Wimauma community), association (still used as a burial ground and as a memorial space), and
feeling (reflective of its historic function). While specific documentation may be limited in some
cases, the presence of historic grave markers and the known continuity of use support the site’s
ability to convey its significance.

Below is an assessment of Wimauma Cemetery under the criteria set forth in Hillsborough
County Code Section 3.03.03 (D). The cemetery’s origins are documented through testimony
back to the late 19th century. The earliest extant headstones and memorials date to the early
1930s. The site exceeds the 50-year age threshold required by National Register of Historic
Places guidelines and Section 3.03.03(D) of the County’s landmark code. Accordingly, the site
meets the age criterion and may proceed to evaluation of significance under the landmark
criteria. Potential landmarks must meet one or more of the criteria.
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Sec.3.03.03 - Landmark Designation

(D) A Landmark shall have achieved significance within the time period established by the
National Register of Historic Places, which is 50 years old or older (an exception to the 50-year
rule may be made if the resource is of Exceptional Importance or if it contributes to a district that
is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places) and shall qualify for designation
when it meets one or more of the following criteria.

Criterion

1) Is associated in a significant way
with the life of a person important in
the past.

2) Is the site of a historic event with
significant effect upon the
community, state, or nation.

3) Exemplifies the historical, cultural,
political, economic, or social trends
of the community, state or nation.

4) Embodies distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural
style, period or method of
construction.

5) Is the work of an architect or
builder whose work has influenced
the development of the community,
state or nation.

Applicability to Wimauma Cemetery

Yes. The cemetery contains the graves of early Black
community members and veterans important to the
Wimauma community and the immediately
surrounding areas.

Not applicable. While the cemetery reflects the local
history of African American settlement and labor in
southern Hillsborough County, no single documented
event of broad significance appears to be recorded at
the cemetery as of now.

Yes. The cemetery exemplifies the patterns of African
American burial grounds established in the post-
Reconstruction era, the presence of formerly-
enslaved people, labor history including railroad and
field work, and veteran interments in the Wimauma
community.

Yes and No. Technically, Historic Wimauma
Memorial Cemetery does not meet this criteria as it is
written related to architecture and construction;
however, when viewing the cemetery as a cultural
landscape with physical features, the cemetery does
exhibit distinguishing characteristics unique to African
American cemeteries in Florida (style of memorials
and vegetation in particular).

Not applicable. There is no identified architect or
builder associated with the cemetery’s layout or
monuments of influence.
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Criterion

6) Contains elements of design,
detail, materials or craftsmanship of
outstanding quality or represents
significant innovation or adaptation
to the Florida environment or
materials not now used.

7) Has value as a building that is
recognized for the quality of its
architecture and that retains
sufficient features showing its
architectural significance.

8) Has yielded, or is likely to yield,
archaeological information important
in prehistory or history.

9) Is a geographically definable area
or neighborhood united by culture,
architectural styles or physical
development, which has historic or
cultural significance in the
community.

10) Because of its prominence or
spatial location, contrasts of siting,
age or scale is an easily identifiable
visual feature of the community and
contributes to the distinctive quality
or identity of the community.

11) Is where veterans of America’s
wars are buried and where public
tribute may be paid in their memory.

Applicability to Wimauma Cemetery

Yes. Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery has
vernacular grave markers that are representative of
African American cemeteries in the South. This
contributes to a larger story about this style of burial
markers in Florida and the connection between
vernacular headstones as representative of
autonomy and authority for memorializing loved ones.

Not applicable. The site is a landscape rather than a
building. While the church parcel is included in the
designation, it is for burials affiliated with the
cemetery, not the church building itself.

Yes. The site includes burials of formerly-enslaved
persons and early African American community
members and veterans. However, any potential
archaeological inquiry must be led by the descendant
community.

Yes. The cemetery as proposed for designation, is a
definable parcel of land with cultural significance.
While there are continued investigations into a larger
boundary, for purposes of the designation, the
cemetery is a geographically definable area.

Yes. As a historically African American burial ground
in a changing community, the cemetery holds a
visible and symbolic presence in Wimauma,
contributing to local identity and memory. Because
Wimauma Cemetery has persisted through the
decades without being lost or erased, its continuity as
an easily identifiable visual feature over time is
significant.

Yes. The cemetery includes veteran burials from
America’s wars and functions as a site of public
tribute and remembrance.

In summary, Wimauma Cemetery meets the age requirement of Section 3.03.03 (D) and
satisfies multiple criteria for landmark designation, including exemplifying cultural trends of
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African American burial grounds, possessing archaeological potential, contributing to community
identity, and serving as a veterans’ memorial site. Given its history, retained integrity, and
significance to the community, it is recommended that the cemetery be proposed for
designation as a landmark pursuant to Hillsborough County Code Section 3.03.03.

V. CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES TO GUIDE EVALUATION OF ANY
PROPOSED FUTURE CHANGES TO THE PROPERTY

Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) by the Historic Resources Review Board or
staff shall be required per Section 3.03.04 of the Hillsborough County Land Development Code
for the following work on, or alteration to, a landmark, whether or not a building permit is
required for such work: exterior alteration, including murals; alteration of an archaeological
resource; relocation; new construction; demolition; or permanent landscaping.

The chief character-defining features of Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery that should be
evaluated for future changes include:

e Topography - flat to minor sloping topography, visible sandy surface, no engineered
grading or drainage;

e Vegetation - native scrub vegetation associated with the Archbold fine sand soil type,
absence of intentional ornamental landscaping or formal planting scheme, scattered
mature trees;

e Spatial organization - informal, vernacular layout, eastward grave orientation, open
viewsheds, boundary definitions through fencing and vegetation;

Circulation - informal network, unpaved drives and footpaths; and
Site features - variety of marker types, grave goods and decorations, memorialization of
unmarked graves, baptismal pool, and flagpole.

Certificates of Appropriateness for Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery should be reviewed
for the following changes:

e Any new construction within the landmark boundaries, including but not limited to:
fencing, site features such as signage/wayfinding or entry features, buildings, or new
driveways/sidewalks. New or replacement headstones, gravesites, or plots should not
require any COA review, nor should placement of grave goods or decorations.

e Any formalized landscape plan, including but not limited to: changes in topography or
elevation, installation of formalized or large-scale planting (i.e. ornamental grass, defined
planting scheme along pathways/driveways, etc.), installation of irrigation systems, or
revisions to existing driveways/pathways.

e Demolition of any existing site features.

Components of all 10 of the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties are applicable for reviewing changes at the cemetery:
e Standard 1 - A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that
requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial
relationships.
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e Standard 2 - The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, or spatial relationships
that characterize a property will be avoided.

e Standard 3 - Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and
use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding
conjectural features or elements from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.

e Standard 4 - Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own
right will be retained and preserved.

e Standard 5 - Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.

e Standard 6 - Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where
the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature
will match the old in design, color, texture and, where possible, materials. Replacement
of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.

e Standard 7 - Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using
the gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not
be used.

e Standard 8 - Archaeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.

e Standard 9 - New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the
integrity of the property and its environment.

e Standard 10 - New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken
in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the
historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.'?*

The First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church building is not recommended for inclusion as part
of this designation. However, in light of the proximity of the church building to the cemetery, any
new construction, additions to, or demolition of the church building should also take into account
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, particularly
Standard 8. In the event of new construction, additions to, or demolition of the church building,
the church should seek a Certificate of Appropriateness through Hillsborough County staff
during the permitting process to ensure compliance with Standard 8 and ensure no detrimental
effects to the cemetery or burial sites will take place.

Lastly, cemetery headstone cleaning should not require a COA. However, it is recommended to
follow best practices for cleaning headstones and monuments:

124 U.S. Nat'| Park Serv., Treatment Standards for Rehabilitation,
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/treatment-standards-rehabilitation.htm (last visited Nov. 20, 2025).
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DO DON'T (all of these can damage stones)

Use metal or abrasive brushes

Use bleach or other chemical cleaner
Pressure wash

Make gravestone rubbings

Use soft brushes or toothbrushes
Use water

Use D/2 Biological Solution or
similar. If this is not available, water
alone is very effective.

Always make sure the stone is stable before attempting to clean. If it does not seem stable,
move on to another stable headstone.

General cleaning process:

e First gently brush away any dirt or debris from the stone using a soft, dry brush.

e Wet the stone with water.

e |[f using D/2 Biological Solution or similar solution, spray the stone. Water alone can be
very effective, however.

e Using a soft brush, start at the top of the stone and gently clean in a circular manner,
working towards the bottom.
Clean the stone with water again.
Stone cleaning is complete, until next time.

More intensive headstone or grave monument work such as stabilization or repair should
engage trained professionals, but should not require a COA.

VI. REVIEW OF HEARING TESTIMONY AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE
HISTORIC RESOURCES REVIEW BOARD

The Hillsborough County Historic Resources Review Board (HRRB) held a public notice hearing
on December 16, 2025, in person on the 18th floor of County Center, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd., to
consider recommending the designation of the Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery, 6014
Edina Street, Wimauma, FL 33598, as a Historic Landmark.

Hillsborough County Executive Planner Colleen Marshall, AICP, gave a presentation summary
of the landmark report and analysis prepared by consultants. The HRRB agreed with the study's
findings and voted to recommend to the Board of County Commissioners that the Cemetery be
designated a Historic Landmark. Refer to Appendix H for the Historic Resources Review Board
Meeting Minutes.
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VII. RECOMMENDATION FROM THE HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY CITY-COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION

The Hillsborough County City-County Planning Commission considered the proposed
designation of the Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery, located at 6014 Edina Street in
Wimauma, FL 33598, for consistency with the Unincorporated Hillsborough County
Comprehensive Plan. Based on Planning Commission staff review and analysis, the Planning
Commission found the request to be in alignment with the Comprehensive Plan’s goals,
objectives, and policies. The resolution for the Historic Landmark Designation Request at 6014
Edina Street was adopted by the Planning Commission on January 12, 2026. Refer to Appendix
| for the Hillsborough County City-County Planning Commission Resolution.

e
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APPENDIX A: PHOTOGRAPHS

Photo Index

Active celebrations

Adjacent property’s fence

Behind First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church
Headstone discovered in overgrowth

Broken grave marker

Burial sites along the west-facing property fence
Burial sites discovered in overgrowth

Destroyed headstone facing east

9. East-facing view of the cemetery

10. Family plots

11.First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church
12.Grave marker without headstone

13.Grave marker

14.1dentified burial site

15. North-facing adjacent property’s fence

16. North-facing adjacent property

17.North-facing view of the cemetery
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20. South-facing view of the cemetery

21.Sunken broken headstone
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24 . Trash
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28. West-facing ground disturbance
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Photo 1

Active celebrations
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Photo 2

Adjacent property’s fence
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Photo 3

Behind First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church
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Photo 5

Broken grave marker
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Photo 6

Burial sites along the west-facing property fence
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Photo 7

Burial sites discovered in overgrowth
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Photo 8

Destroyed headstone facing east
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Photo 9

East-facing view of the cemetery
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Photo 10

Family plots
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Photo 11

First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church
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Photo 12

Grave marker without a headstone
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Photo 13

Grave marker
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Photo 14

Identified burial site
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Photo 15

North-facing adjacent property's fence
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Photo 16

North-facing adjacent property

Pentecostal of Faith Wimauma Ministry
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Photo 17

North-facing view of the cemetery
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Photo 18

Painted vault-style burial along the east-facing property fence
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Photo 19

Primary entrance
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Photo 20

South-facing view of the cemetery
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Photo 21

Sunken broken headstone
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Photo 22

Sunken burial site along east-facing property fence
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Photo 23

Trash along the property line
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Photo 24

Trash
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Photo 25

Unidentified burial site with headstone
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Photo 26

Unidentified burial site
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Photo 27

Visibly cleaned grave marker
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Photo 28

West-facing ground disturbance
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Photo 29

West-facing view of the cemetery
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APPENDIX C: PROPERTY APPRAISER INFORMATION AND
SITE PLAN
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Identify

| t, NAVIGATE AERIAL IMAGERY ‘
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E TRM [D Property Record Card [ VAB PRC
&, Tax Collsctor
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Folio 073089-0000
MarketVaive 53110

OwnerName  FIRST FROSPECT BAPTIST CHURCH OF
WIMAUMAINC;

Mailing Address PO B0X 676
WIMAUMA, FL 33596-0676

Physical Address 60714 EDINA ST, WIMAUMA
Proparty Type  CEMETERY

Southern cemetery parcel
https://qis.hcpafl.org/GisSearch/?pin=2032102XJ000006000050U
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OF WIMAUMA FL
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WAMALIMA, FL 33638-0576

Physical Address VEL ST WIMAUMA
Property Type  CEMETERY
Homestaa NO

Tax District U - UNINCORPORATED

1S Acres 1878408597

Legal Desc. WIMAUMA TOWN OF REVISED MAP LOTS 1 s 3 :
P ROCH B LT ERT, 9160755 825, 3213509 704 yrough Golinty | Hillsborough Go. FL and BHA | Hilsbarough County, Florida, Bruce Harns & Associa

Northern cemetery parcel
https://qis.hcpafl.org/GisSearch/?pin=2032102XJ000006000050U
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Mailing Address 6012 EDINA STEET
WIRIAUMA, FL 33558

Physical Agaress 6012 EDINA ST, WIMAUMA
Property Type  CHURCHES

Homesieag NO

Tax District - UNINCORPORATED

IS Acres. 083(36,155 5q 1)
Legal Desc. WIMAUMA TOWN OF REVISED MAP LOT 4
BLOCKE v

-9160780 867, 3213384 837 wough Co Hilisharough Co. FL and BHA | Hillsbarough County, Flonda, Bruce Harris & A:

First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church
https.//qgis.hcpafl.org/GisSearch/?pin=2032102XJ000006000050U
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APPENDIX D: DEED

FEE - SIMPLE DELD

i 1432 4803

THIS INDENTURE, Mede this & ! dayot_Aonsd
AD. 19 E 1 between MARINE BANK & TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE under Agmnmam
dated nuqul: 1, 1858 for the benefit of Edward Eliasberg, Jr. of the County of Hillsborough,
State of Flnrldn party of the ficst part, and JAMES W, BERRIEN, FRED JOHNSON, W. M.
THOMPSON and HARRY ], ANDERSON as Trustees for Wimauma Community Cemetery of
the Gounty of Hillshorough, State of Florida, partios of the ecehd parts

WTITNESSETH, That the sald party of the first part, for and in considaration of
the sum of TEN DOLLARS ($10,00) and ether valuabla considerations to us'in hapd paid
by the said parties of tha sacond part.at.or before the ensealing and delivery of these
presents, the receipt wheraof is hereby acknowledgad, has aranted, bargained. sold, 7
<onveyad and confirmed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, convey and confirm,
unta the sald parties of the sacond part, and to thelr helrs and assigns forever, all the
following daseribed land situate, lying and being in the County of Hlllsbumugh State of
Flurlda, and described as follows, to-witt

Lots land 2, Block B6, Revised Map of Town of
Wimauma Subdivizlon, as per Map or Plat thergof
racordad dn Plat Back 1. Pago 136, public records
of Hillsborough-County . Florida.

= LORIOA

TOGETHER with all and singular, the tenements, hereditaments and appurlenances
. thereunte balonging or appertaining; and every right, title or interent, legal or equltable,
of the sald party Dl the first part, of, in and to the same,

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto the said parties of the second part; thair
heirs and assigns, to their proper use, in fee simple forsver.

IN WITNESE WHEREOF, the said party of the first part has ceused these precents
to be executed in its name, and its corporato seal to be heveunto afflxed, by ita proper
affigers thereunzo duly suthetized, the & T2 dayof Apn:d A DL 186 &,

MARINE BANX & TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE
UNDER AGREEMENT Dated August 1, L8956
i/b/o Bdward Edaskerg, Jr.

3 i&—{ﬁ-rﬁ. il

Frank B. Dohson, Trust Officer

_i{nnv JadecOndrula, Asst. Sea.

Signed, sealed and delivered in the
presence of:

STATE OF FLORIDA . )
CQUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH )

PRNL2 A 2

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT on this day, befora me, an officer duly autherized in
the State and County aforesaid to take acknowledgments, personally appearad FRANK B,
DOBSON and MARY JANE ONDRULA wall known to me to be the Trust Officer qnd
Assistant Secretary respectively of Marine Bank & Tmst Gompany, a curpnmtm
that they severally acknowledged executing the seme in the presence of twg® i’}ib'pﬂjbjn
witnessee frecly and voluntarily under autherity duly vested in them by saiﬁ -1y abivi
and that the seal affixed thereto is the trua corporate seal of sald cwpomtgn.‘ L. el

3
‘WITINESS my hand and official seel in the GCounty and,State lia alon

L Midnyﬂf qdhf ¢ Ay Do 18£S,

1965 Wimauma Community Cemetery

i
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RE 1808 #1035 K23676 -
FEE SIMPLE DEED I

THIS INDENTURE; Made this duy of Vebruary 1048, . REGEIVEE

by and between .T!.M"Eﬁ W, TEARTEN; FRED JCHNSON, W. M. THDITRS0N s

E:r:;:::;!r J. ANDEBSON as Trustees for Winsums Community "“ z! " ut m .SB
of the County of 1141 1sborongh yin the State of Floptda uq&%ggngﬂﬂa[‘ﬁggﬂ i
p'&“ﬁ?{ﬂ%ﬁ?’?&&“ﬁ g&puz‘:"gz’fﬂms TMIROVEMENT LEAGUE ¥ . -‘} !

: ]
whose poat office address y*  Box 15h; Wimauma, Florida. * : sitdga 3
- of the County of Hillsborough + i the State of *Florida h;

party of the second-part,

WITNESSETH: That the said parkies of the ficst part, for and in consideration of the sum of
~—-ONE lare, -

snd other valuable considerstions, lawful money of the United States of Americn, to them . .
in hand paid by the said party  of the second part, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, |
bave granted, bargained, scld and conveyed to the eaid partE  of the second part, its .
heirs and aesigus forever, all the right, title, interest and claim of the snid parties of the first
pert in and to the followiniz described land in Hillsborough County, Florida, to-wit; r

Iota 1 and. 2, Bloek 6, Revised Map of Town/'of
Wimanma Sybdivislon, as per Map or-Piat-thereol
recorded 1n Plat-Book 1, Page 136, public records
of Hillsborough County, Florida.

= g
~ 3 O LURIGA A
Z, ol p-m;-ﬂ %B _—
S L a
il ¥
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above-desoribed premises, with the appurtenances, unto the ‘,
sald paryy  of the second part, its heirs and assigns, in fee simple forever. J
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said part ies of the fivet part ha ve executed thii_ deed under
aeal on the date aforesaid, H
; 1
Y Signed, sealed and delivered H
the presence of : = o
[ it . - .
[ L/z. 5 // (,./;,4 ?f./ ) d‘/{ﬂf.r-w.kjvfff et e (SEAL) i
' Pl e o T s s K
o \f’;ﬂf/ff‘f’/;‘c(» Efie: & ioel! plgoewy (SEAL) g
STATE OF FLORIDA | T ;
! UNTY OF LSBOROUGH / Clns
; Ha-of Buuditsgs—

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That on this day, before me, an officer duly suthorized in the State
aforesaid and In the County aforesaid to take acknowledgments, Jper!unlﬂy appeared
danes W. Berrlen, Fred Johnson, W. M. Thompson and Herry J, Andarson

to me known to be the.pérsons  described in and who executed the foregoing instrument, and
they acknowledged befors me that they executed the same ss their
frea act and deed for '-.‘}ﬁ‘.!fﬁeﬂ and purposes therein slated.
i WITNESS iy biod nid, otficlal seal In the County aad Stata last atoresaid thia /7
i f .
i . ; - 3
L6 "SR o R 8
Notary Public, State’of Florida at Large
My exp!

o "t
Thiz Instrument was ?repla'red byt
James B, Moore, Attorney st Law
121 Qollins, Plant Gity, Florida

Y PRI, STATE ot Fioh)
::f"'-;ﬂ:mﬂlﬂu EXPIRES llﬁ.:f?‘[‘l' t:ggf
TR enE . e ]
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This Judenture, Made tioecnr. 24th oo 80 0frBS,
in fhe year of Our Lord one thoisand ning hundred and........ £1Lheen, . 2 2 between
! . imaums, Fruit & Fegetsble fompeny,. .4 .corporstlon erganized and existing under. the.
-lams. of the Statd of Flordda .
Foovertiee ] Rigkk:
parteYorof the fiést port, and....Bodl Smith,. .E..D. Huge, B. M. Teart, D, J..Johngon.and.A..2ag.. ...
.JIrustees of Prospect Baotist Church (colored) Wimeums

of ks Qounty ofomns Hillshoronugh

Blate of F]ﬁ‘n‘iﬁ.& part..._$8Rof the second part:

! " Wituessetl:  That (he said park........ of e firsh park, for and in considerdiion of the sum of
; an.Dollara and. other velusble.considerations Dailare
towful money of the United States of Amarica, o them in hand paid by the said..Ba_d.s Smith- E. Do

JHuges We M. Teart, D. J..Johngon and A, . Gey,.Trustess ) portARS.... of the

second port at or before the eusealing and delivery of these presents, 1he receipl whercof is hereby acknowlsdged

granted, bargained, sold, conveyed and eony Jﬂgﬂsgix‘né 7’&{{“’3?!’1‘3"" do grant, bargain, sell convey and confirm, unto the soid partieg. .
of the second parl, and fo.....their,. ﬁmi)u&m forever, all the following piece.........., parceh....... [T ST 1 S of land,
situate, lying and being in the Counly of Hillsharough and Btete of Florids, dnd described as follows:.

_..Lot_Four (4), hlock Six (6) 1ocatsd in the WEL of Section 10,. W&crz_prgmg_t,o

e resiis |
| U, &.Rev

‘ [5ag |

TOGETHER with oll and singular, the tenemends, hereditaments and ppurt theraunts belonging or appertaining; and every vight, fille
or inferest, legal or tqm’lab!sl, of tho said pertX........ of dhe first part of, in und éo fhe sume.

T0 HAVE AND 76 HOLD tia sama unto the said pert...L8.5. of he sevond part, and...thedr Eii?fjg%camm own
proper use, benefit and bahoof forever.

And the s2id part¥..of the first part for themselves sand SBEIT  eirg, erecutors and adminisirators
- {— Roreby covenant:

That dis said part. 188 of the first porl, at the dals Koreof, .......808. Towfully aeived in foo aimplo of ihe cbove described premises

- BLE  in g hla and undispuled
< sﬂccessnrs in office
That the said partd8B..... of the second port.. _&h.vl\r?t Hetx wokwwgm, shall af all fimes hereaflor have peaceabla paxsession of said Tl
\ premises, withou! suil, eviction or disturbance of ihe said Partgo....... of the ,fiml pard, or any person or Fersons lawfully almmmy 1ha same.
That said gremises are freo from all incumbrances and Hans of avery mmm and ¥ind what: - including tazes...

1915 Prospect Baptist Church
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L

And lice-suid part..Lesof ke first part, for. thevisf1VRR. ..........and..LRBLIT. ... firs, the aboie describ ﬁ\mﬁu and svery. part
and parcel thereof, with- the appuirtenances unfo the waid pirtdaa. of fhe secind pard, their s‘fl.ec::'fgtakaif .m% aasighy,.agdinat the said
partdog of the first pori mﬂ.u!‘..ll.g,!-.f__. héits andasgsigns and apainst all and every Fersoh dr persons ladfully cliiiming or.fo cleim the saine,

ghail and will werrant and by dhese presents forever defond,

FuMitiess Wheceof, tie soid gurd L0g. of the first part haygg.. Fersunio sot .

written. +

. kand and seal the dey and year first abiové:

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of

e PEER . R QUERY,
R, H. Johnson

ﬂmm,?ruﬂ 13 Vn&eta.blz_sempnu (Soaly

by. C. H, Davis - cermrsmar{ 8608
Prezident
Atteshs. N . (Seal)

J. 8. Tarrer ) .
SEerEtary e o (est)
' i Boel)
State of Hlorida
Lountp of Hillshoranyh
1 HEREBY CBBRFY, Tt o0 hiinesecton e ool Ofsremmareniierai, oo A Dy 10L.cer, Defors mie, bie

dersigned authority, f Hly appeared. "

N

and

and who execubed the foregoing instrument, and se u}mwkdged ke execution thereaf do
and purpisei thorein mentioned. And ike said
the wife of the said.

e 08 act and deed for the wiss

on an scamination fuken and made ssparately and aparf from her> -.acknowledged thof tie... ~-tiade
Tebr80lf <ot parly do the said desd for the purposs of ¢ her dower and _rights of dower end
conveying ler........ - a , denamends eid héreditoments horein described end therchy granded and releaved, ond
LT S— i id volutarily, and without any ! fraint, hengion or fear of or frem Ren

Witrisss my had end of ficial stl ghe date aforesaid.

Nolary PM. at Large.

My Commisrion ezpires. L

..._.G.Qun?,y t, jhmt.an

[T | HEﬂEbY_pE'iTmY that on this 24th day of May A.D. 1915, hefore me..the um:nunad

9, personally sppepred C. H. Revis. President
ampeny and J. 8 'rer, ite Secratery.. bo. m_nnxnnmly
knﬂnn and known to me to be the pergons who executed the foregoing instrument as end for

..nor,p.qx:minn.._.gr"..wj.llal!._ihu &.E!,.Q.S'-..f.‘ rs. A8, ﬁm&nid..mm .and. {
freely. snd ¥oluntarily for the uses end purpoges therein.wentioned and oxpresaed; and.they
4id further acknowledgs

.aforesnid. p'd . —
Brite of Florigs Perry R. Curry .
i.ab laree Notary Puhlic

‘Q[otg;,;_,p_uhlig My commission expires Feh..12.1917....

[UUUPRUI | P90 - 3 1377 % X . WU /.

Filed.......Dae..Gth..... 1918,

57
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DEED

A3
THIS DED, made and executed this iéd&of February, 1986, by and botween JOM E,
LEVINS, JR., WILLIE LEE LEVINS, HAZEL, 3 and GEORGE E. CLARITT, as Trustees of
PROSPECT BAPTIST CHURCH, hereinafter called “First Parties", to FIRST PROSPECT BAPTIST
CHURCH OF WIMAUMA, INC., a non-profit Florida corporation, whose malling address and
principal place of business is Intersection of Edina Street and Railroad Street, Yirnauma,
Hillsborough County, Florida 33598, hereinafter called “Second Party".

WITNESS ETH

The Partles of the First Part, in consideration of TEN-and NO/100 ($10.00) DOLIARS to
them in hand paid by the Second P » and receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, does
hereby remige, release. and quit-claim unto the Second Party, its successors and assigns
forever, all of the right, title, interest, claim and demand which the said First Parties
h?ve id’: and to the following described lands lying and being in Hillshorough County,
Florida, to—wit:

Lot 5, Block 6, Revised Map of the TOWN OF WIMAUMA, as per
plat thereof recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 136, Public
Records of Hillsborough Comnty, Florida. reer 12013137 cope 0004 orR 0104
FEB 27, 1986 + ND. OF Paces 0002
Subject to restriotions of record, REFERENCE ND. 12098482
THAN TOTAL ?.50 cneex
i TO HAVE 2ND TO HOLD, the same, with all of the singular appurtenances therelnto
belonging or in any vay appe: » and all'of the estate, right, title, interest, lien,
equity, claim and demand whatscever of the First Parties, either in law or in equity, to
the only proper use, benefit and behoof of the Second Party forever.

IT IS CERTIFIED that the Grantors named above are the successor Trustees duly elected

by the merbexship of PROSPECT BAPTIST CHURCH, an unincorporated religious association, and

) that W. W. Harris, Taney Robinson, John Barr, Issac Jones, Ed Hughes, John Dorsey

and Joe Rose were Trustees for said unincorporated church on Pebruary 15, 1951, upon which

~/date they acquived title to the lands above described in their capacity as Trustees for

% sald 'church, by deed recorded in Book 1620, Page 273, Public Records of Hillsborough

R , E‘lfrida, all of which original Trustees are either deceased or no longer serve in-
fch capacity.

The undersigned- farther certify and represent that the Grantes named herein, FIRST
BAPTIST CHURCH OF WIMAUMA, INC., is the successor to PROSPECT BAPTIST CHURCH, an
unincorporated religious assoclation, for whose benefit title had been acquired by the
Trustees last above named under the deed last above described. The undersigned further -
Certify that, at mesting duly called by the membership of PROSPECT BAPTIST CHURCH, an
unincorporated religious asscciation, and pursuant to all rules and regulations of such

ﬂlenmofFIRSTPMSPMBAP'PIST CHURCH OF WIMAUMA, INC,, and further, that Articles of
Incorporation were thereafter prepared and £iled and approved by the Florida Department of
State on January 23, 1986 under number N13133. . It is further certified that this deed is
made, ‘executed and delivered for the' sole purpose -of vesting title to the lands above
described in said church, and ¢hat this conveyance is not'a sale or transfer made for any
other purpose, but that the same is made with the full consent, approval and by authority
granted by the membership of said church.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties of the Fivst Part have hereunto set their hands and
seals the day and year first above written.

<
< "/‘4 gty / (SEAT)

(SEAL)

;./ },()M* (SEAL)

As to alll Grantors w2 \j -
S o] % < E L ier (BFAL)
ORDING. RGE E,
OCURAE 2

RICHARD L. AKE Constituting the tees of
CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT Trus PROSPECT
HILLBBOROUGH COUNTY BAPTIST CHURCH

K

-
COMMUNITY PLANNING /
EOhLLABORATIVE MES [

County r

> Hillsborough  Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery Landmark Designation | 100



LV HEH752 Roso8

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF HILISBOROUGH

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this day before me, the undersigned notary tic
personally appeaved JOHN E. LEVINS, WIILIE LEE LEVINS, HAZEL JAgnKSON and GEglu!gEE:
CLARITT, as Trustees of PROSPECT BAPTIST CHURCH, an unincorporated religious association,
to me known to ba the individuals who executed the sbove and foregoing instruvent, and
they each severally acknowledged before me that they executed the  same freely and

voluntarily and for the purposes therein stated.
WITNESS my hand and official seal in the County and g
day of February, 1986. ¥ and State last aforasald s 3=

My commigeion expives:
ile 1,196

_This instrument prepared bys:

Bradenton, Florida 33506,
DEEDS (1)

SButszg Jzey
18v2¢0

1986 First Prospect Baptist Church cont.
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APPENDIX E: NOMINATION DOCUMENTATION

To: Hillsborough County Historic Resources Review Board
From: Jackie Brown, on behalf of First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church Inc.
Wimauma, Florida

Re: Request for Historic Landmark Designation - Wimauma Memorial Cemetery, formerly
Wimauma Community Cemetery

Date: March 19, 2025

Address:
6014 Edina Street, Wimauma, Florida 33598
Coordinates: 27.71765, 82.29410

History of Wimauma

In 1875, Pleasant Stanaland became the first known white settler in an area that would later
become Wimauma. In 1902, Captain C.H. Davis named this settlement Wimauma, which would
later become Hillsborough County’s fourth incorporated city in 1925. Captain Davis also platted
Wimauma in 1907.

History of Wimauma Memeorial Cemetery, formerly Wimauma Community Cemetery

Wimauma Community Cemetery began as a segregated burial ground in the mid to late 1800s.
This timeline was established by comparing burial records of Fel lowship Baptist Church,
founded by Pleasant Stanaland. White settlers were buried in Fellowship Cemetery, while
Captain Davis, when platting Wimauma in 1902, confined the African American community to
the back of the settlement.

The cemetery holds the remains of Wimauma’s earliest African American settlers, who worked
in the fields, harvested fruits, helped build homes for newcomers, laid down railroad tracks for
Davis’ train line, and worked in sawmills and turpentine stills. These early settlers were crucial
1o the area’s development. Research has also revealed that the cemetery served as a potter’s field
with three Native Americans (1926) and three white residents (early 1900s) buried there, who
were not accepted in the white cemetery.

Additionally, the cemetery holds the remains of African American residents from Manatee
County’s Willow area and beyond, many of whom worked in local sawmill and turpentine
encampments. Willow was eventually incorporated into Hillsborough County and is now part of
South Wimauma.

Wimauma Memorial Cemetery remains an active cemetery, welcoming all races, ethnicities and
religions. The cemetery appears on the 1907 plat map, and the earliest official record of the

v NNING i istori i j Landmark Designation | 102
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Wimauma Community Cemetery dates back to 1914, according to Hillsborough County Property
Appraisers' archive records.

The first mention of “colored religious meetings” (Black church services) in Wimauma was
printed in The Weekly Tribune on December 17, 1903. Several African American churches
existed in the early to mid-1900s; today, only two remain, but neither has records of early
burials, including grave locations. These early graves were marked by shroud burials (bodies
wrapped and placed directly in graves) and pine boxes.

In 2023, during a cemetery beautification project, large depressions throughout the cemetery
were noticed. A subsequent grant enabled the use of Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR), revealing
over 133 unmarked, unknown burials. Further research and funding uncovered an additional 38
burials. These discoveries included individuals buried in rotting pine boxes that had collapsed.
GPR investigations also extended to adjacent private property, where additional unmarked
burials were discovered.

In April 2023, Wimauma residents presented a request for a historic marker to the Historical
Advisory Council. This request was granted, and in Fall 2025, a ceremony will take place to
commemorate the cemetery’s historical significance.

Military Burials

A 2024 cleanup of the cemetery uncovered several flat veteran markers concealed under heavy
and dense undergrowth. We also discovered through research a female African American veteran
who served during World War [. Research is ongoing to obtain her military records from the U.S,
Veterans Administration. Additionally, the cemetery contains the grave of Wade West, an African
American and Native American veteran who served in the Spanish-American War of 1898. His
grave is not marked with a military headstone but rather, a small slab of red clay-like material.

Conclusion

The Wimauma Memorial Cemetery, with its deep historical ties to Wimauma’s African American
community, its significance as a burial site for both veterans and civilians, and its role in the
region's development, is a site of immense cultural and historical value. We respectfully request
that the Hillsborough County Historic Resources Review Board grant the cemetery Historic
Landmark Designation.

Thank you for considering this request.

Sincerely.
Jackie Bro !
On behalf of First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church Inc.
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Cap Allen

Death * United States, Social Security Death Index

Name
State

No Image Available

E;gl:rr::gfm Residence Place
Last Place of
Collection Residence
Information
United States, Previous Residence
Sacial Security Postal Code
Death Index
Age
Cite This Record Birth Date
"United States, Death Date
Social Security
Death Index,"”
database,
FamilySearch

(https://familysearch
.org/ark:/61903/1:13
RNH-QTL : 8 January
2021), Cap Allen, Oct
1972; citing U.S.
Social Security
Administration,
Death Master File,
database
(Alexandria, Virginia:
National Technical
Information Service,
ongoing).

Cap Allen
Florida

Florida

Wimauma,
Hillsborough,
Florida

33598

77
29 jJan 1895
Oct 1972

Tree

Similar Records

Cap Allen
Florida, Death Index,
1877-1998

Cap Allen
Find a Grave Index

Cap Allen

United States, World War
I Draft Registration
Cards, 1917-1918

Cap Allen
Florida, State Census,
1945

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:)RNH-QTL?lang=en
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C Jackson
Death ¢ United States, Social Security Death Index

Tree
: Name C Jackson
No Image Available
State Florida
Document p
et :
Inforination Residence Place Florida oI
Last Place of Wimauma, Similar Records

c°|;ecﬁm:, Residence Hills.borough, C | Jackson
Information Florida Find a Grave Index
United States, Previous Residence
Social Security Postal Code. 25298
Death Index

Age 48
Cite This Record Birth Date 23 Mar 1923

"United States, Death Date Dec 1971

Qnrial Sarnritu

N COMMUNITY PLANNING

COLLABORATIVE Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery Landmark Designation | 109

AYRES @ Hillsborough

County Florida



Hillsborough  Hijstoric Wimauma Memorial Cemetery Landmark Designation | 110
County Florida

Y, COMMUNITY PLANNING !
SSiiaBorATivE AYRES (g




Nathaniel Washington

Miscellaneous * United States, Public Records, 1970-2009

Name
No Image Available

Document Birth Date

Information : :
Previous Residence

Date
Collection

Information
United States,
Public Records,

Previous Residence

Previous Residence

Postal Code
1970-2009
Event Type
Cite This Record Event Date
"United States, Event Place
Public Records,
1970-2009",
database,
FamilySearch Event Place
(https://www.familys (Original)
earch.org/ark:/6190 s
3/1:1:QJHP-KCQD : Household Identifier
15 May 2020),
Nathaniel

Washington, 1996.

Attached in Tree to

Nathaniel .
Washington 1 Nathani...
- GG9G-19
22 Jun 1929 3 7
1 Jun 1996 Similar Records

No similar records

Wimauma, FL were found.

33598

Residence
1Jun 1996

Wimauma,
Hillsborough,
Florida, United
States

Wimauma, Florida,
United States

619449363

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QJHP-KCQ D?lang=en
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HISTORIC RESOURCES REVIEW BOARD
REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, June 17, 2025 — 3:00 p.m.
MEETING MINUTES

L CALL TO ORDER: (Welcome, Introductions, Quorum Check, Agenda Changes, Roster Updates)

A regular meeting of the Hillsborough County Historic Resources Review Board (HRRB) was held on Tuesday,
June 17, 2025, via in-person (County Center, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd., 18" Floor).

Board Members: Staff:

Stanley Hinde, Chair — In Person Nancy Takemori, Asst. County Attorney — In Person
Becky Perry — In Person Colleen Marshall, Executive Planner, DSD — In Person
Travis Steed — Absent Marylou Laycock, Recording Secretary, DSD — In Person

Edward Smith — In Person
Angel Davila Lopez — In Person
Karen McGinnis — In Person

Stanley Hinde, Chair, called the meeting to order at 3:00pm and asked if a quorum was present. Colleen Marshall,
stated that a quorum was present.

IL REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS:
A Approval of the May 20, 2025 Meeting Minutes.

Mr. Hinde asked if there were any changes to the meeting minutes. No changes were noted, and Mr.
Hinde called for a motion to accept the meeting minutes:

Edward Smith motioned to approve the meeting minutes and Angel Davila seconded the motion. A
vote was taken, and the meeting minutes were approved unanimously.

B. Public Comment, Announcements and Guest Speakers - NONE
C. Staff Ttems - NONE
D. Board Items
1. Request to Initiate Landmark Designation Study Pastor George Cooks
For 6014 Edina Street Jackie Brown
First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church, Inc.

Ms. Marshall gave an overview on the landmark designation study process.
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Ms. Jackie Brown came to the podium and gave an overview of the history of Wimauma and the
cemetery/burial ground located on the property of the First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church.
Ms. Brown mentioned that the first burial that was found dates back to 1910, which there were no
records. Ms. Brown mention that there used to be five churches in this particular area but are no
longer there and that they were all African-American. Ms. Brown stated that they went to the
Fellowship Baptist Church (Mr. Stanley who founded the church, school and cemetery in the mid
1800°s) to meet with the founder’s descendants for research. Ms. Brown also mentioned that there
were three Native Americans, and three Caucasians were buried there after finding the death
certificates.

Ms. Brown found that Mr. Wade Henry West, who fought in the Spanish American War, as well
as World War 1, is buried in the cemetery. She also commented that there are multiple unmarked
graves of children who worked in the sawmills.

Ms. Brown mentioned that the First Prospect Missionary Baptist Church and herself held a “Name
The Cemetery Contest” for the entire 25 square miles of Wimauma and that it was a huge success.
After the contest, the name for the cemetery became The Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery
which is now officially registered with the State of Florida.

A question was raised of how many acres is the cemetery, and Ms. Brown stated that was “a bit
less than five acres™. Another question raised was if there were any buildings on the property, Ms.
Brown stated there were no buildings. She also stated that they had talked to Home Depot about
building a memorial for the military people who were buried there.

A question was raised of doesn’t the HRRB have a cemetery that has already been landmarked.
Ms. Marshall stated that the HRRB has one landmark, the Oak Grove Cemetery and then has
Providence Cemetery that is a historic resource.

Stanley Hinde made a motion to approve the request to initiate landmarking as it is 50 year
or older, associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the past,
exemplifies the historical, cultural, political, economic and social trends of the community,
has yielded archaeological information important in prehistory or history, and is where
veterans of America’s wars are buried and where public tribute may be paid in their memory
(LDC Sec.3.03.03.D.1, 3, 8 and 11). Becky Perry seconded the motion. A vote was taken and
was approved unanimously.

2. Proposed Agricultural Stand at 2601 Rutherfords Abbey Pl. William Sowell
2601 Rutherfords Abbey Pl. Historic Resource

Mr. Sowell came forward to the podium and stated that he was trying to start an agricultural stand.
He requested a variance for anursery but was denied. So he then decided to go with the agricultural
stand and sell trees, plants, vegetables, fruit that he grown on the property.

A question was raised of how large the stand was going to be. Mr. Sowell stated that the stand
he’s built is about 10° x 12°. Another question raised regarding the parking surface, Mr. Sowell
stated that is was just the ground and that he was not planning on putting down pavement.
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Becky Perry recommended that the stand would have no adverse effect on the existing
historical resource. Edward Smith seconded the recommendation. A vote was taken and
was approved unanimously.

E. New Business - NONE

III. NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting of the Historic Resources Review Board is scheduled for Tuesday, July 15, 2025, at
3:00pm via in-person (County Center, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd., 18th Floor).

IV.  ADJOURN:

Mr. Hinde called for any further business, and there being none, adjourned the meeting at 3:35pm.
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are working hard to start a community of farm-
workers who would own their own homes.

“We want a community,” she explains,
“where we can follow our own customs; have
our own celebrations and clubs. Most of all, we
want comfortable, attractive homes where we
can be secure.

"Dnrnntul-nhllngbhckwuhlhlhll.
Mdmwmnmuy.‘&uﬂ
have no land to sell,” or, ‘You ate just too late.”
But we could see their For Sale signs still stick-
ing on the lots.

“Luckily, we found some ideal land, not oo
far from the farming area and not too far from
town so our children can go to school.”

Marle 's house and two others have been

d near Ellenton and the have
moved in. Three more home loans have been
approved by the Farm Home Administration
and two homes are under construction.

Marie crowds enough time into her heavy
schedule to teach “‘the ladies” of the communi-
ty to sew, improve their homes and care for
their children. She has three children of her
own, One is an honor student, another just
started school and the third is pre-school age.
*“They must,” she insists, “have a good educa-
tion.”

Like all farm workers, she detests the word
“migrant.” “It has a stigma,” she says.

How the workers are succeeding is seen af
the Parrish community. Here houses are ugly
as chicken coops. Few have sanitation and run-
ning water. Children play in ankle-deep dirt
which turns to mud when it rains.

Yet the people who live here are trying hard
to improve their living. Their chief instrument

is the community Environmental, Health and ’

Sanitation Committee.

The committee meets monthly, Its first step
was lo launch a cleanup day. Cans and trash
were collected from yards and streets and car-
ried to the dump. Members now plan to buy
small trash containers for street corners. They
already have asked their county commissioners
for street lighting and improvement of road-
ways.

A most important project was to get people
to register and vote. Wiggins attended a meet-
ing and explained the reasons for voting and
how it was done. As a result, 50 went to the
polls, some for the first time, There were 37
new registrations.

At the request of the committee, the regis-
tration booth, 12 miles away in Bradenton,

agreed to stay open for the farm workers who
worked late in the fields. The committee pro-
vided the transportation.

Parrish residents, too, are applying for
home, loans and are making plans as™a com-
munity.

Even young people, the children of farm
workers, are trying to improve their communi-
ties. One group, living on the outskirts of Pal-
metto, has formed a club known as The Young
American Citizens, Its motto is, “I am my
neighbor's neighbor.”

Their meeting place is the clean, airy home
of the two VISTA workers assigned to the
area. Tt also is used as a study hall and for
“sings.”” On special evenings refreshments are
served and educational films are sown.

Election of officers takes place once 1
month. Polificking goes on day in r1d 1ay ul.
When there is no majority vote an eleciion 'ri-
days,. there's a run-off the following Monduy.
Thus Le Vernice, 14, president at the time of
this writing, claims he “did a little talking”
over the weekend. What did he talk about?
“Oh, I promised the volers field trips and par-

The Wimauma group has outfitted two
Little League teams with uniforms. One of
them attended the meeting to show them offf.

APPENDIX F: MEDIA RELATED TO WIMAUMA CEMETERY

Cuest speaker for a recent
meeting of the Citizens
Improvement League of
Wimauma was Robert Gilden
of the National Association

for the Advancement of

of Colored Peaple who took part
in @ ceremony burning the
mortgage on some cemetery

lots purchased by the group.
Region 1 now has eight
VISTAs, five community
assistants and four staff
members in addition to new
director Claude Neyman Jr.

ties,” he says with a grin,

“We have learned,” he adds seriously, “how
important each individual vote is. We tell our
parents about it."

The YAC's recently held a cleanup cnm]'.nl
and went about the neighborhood helplnx all
their neighbors put their grounds in orde:

One of the more progressive communities is
Wimauma with its 400 residents, mostly farm
workers. Where the migrants live it’s the same
old story: Boxlike, shabby houses that look as il
a light wind would blow them away. Sanitation
is deplorable — in one instance, six families to
a privy. Ugliness and poverty are all around.
Resident farmers rent their dreadful homes.
All of them hope to find steady employment

“‘onte of these days."”

Their voice in the cry for better living is the
Wimauma Citizens' Improvement League.
Membership consists of a cross section of* Wi-
mauma; the majority are farm workers,

During the 10 short months of the league's
existence, it has made remarkable strides.
Members petitioned and were granted the use
of school facilities for evening classes,

They requested and were assigned two
teachers from the regular school system for
adult basic education and classes in homemak-
ing.

They initiated a communitywide cleanup
campaign. The iron collected was sold as scrap
and the money put into the treasury.

They are sponsoring a Liitle League base-
ball team and have secured financing and
equipment.

They are raising money to pay off the debt
on community cemetery lots.

They have met with representatives of the
Rural Community Development Commission of
Washington for guidance in an overall improve-
ment project.

They have petitioned commissioners, for
drainage and improvement of rental houses
largely owned by absentee landlords.

They conducted a voler registration cam-
paign and donated to a fund to pay a driver gas
money to take members Lo register in Tampa,
Sixty signed up to vote.

“This was all accomplished by a group of
people who had n poken out before,” says
Richard Wiggins. *“They are proof that human
life, no matter how downtrodden, how crushed,
still has within Il an unquenchable desire to
rise from wrelchedness into the light.” [

3t Petarsbyrs Times,, Suadey. Nowouhes 13, 1946

Burning of the Wimauma Community Cemetery Mortgage by the NAACP. Credit Jackie
Brown
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" Forgotten Sauls’of

Wimauma Community Cemetery

i-;_"'

Forgotten Souls of Wimauma Community Cemetery Trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwe5WVgnNzA

Wimauma Cemetery Project

308 followers - 11 following

Posts About Reels Phatos

Intro ,,,:; Wimauma Cemetery Project
@ d-Q
B Page - Tourist Information Center So, we have the historic marker, what's next,?

We have applied for landmark designation. ... See more
{p 6012 Edina Street, Wimauma, FL United
States, Florida

%, (813)541-1202 A historic marker is a sign that publicly
recognizes the historical significance of a

24 wimaumacemeteryproject@gmail.com y . -
person, place, or event without imposing legal

o] #wimaumacemeteryproject restrictions. In contrast, landmark designation
@ Aiways open is a legal status that officially protects a

nranartu Aaftan with rannlatinne Aan avtariar

Wimauma Cemetery Project Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/people/WWimauma-Cemetery-Project/61550274881924/
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COMUNITARIO

NOMBRE DEL CEMENTERIO DE WIMAUMA

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
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O

Wimauma Memorial Cemetery

Wimauma Family Grounds

Wimauma Family Pastures

Wimauma Freedom Cemetery and Memorial
Wimauma Legacy Cemetery

Wimauma Foundation Cemetery

Wimauma Heritage Acres

Wimauma Legend Cemetery

Wimauma Remembrance Fields

FIRST PROSPECT MISSIONARY  _SAZ Wimauma Unidos por

BAPTIST CHURCH WIMAUM Together Wimauma
- TECO UNIVEREITY o Hillsborough
crnciccree /> SOUTH FLORIDA g

Community naming of the Wimauma Community Cemetery flyer. Credit Jackie Brown
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A CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR .
WIMAUMA’S
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

=

FIRST PROSPECT
MISSONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Wimauma Memorial
Cemetery Repass

FEBRUARY 2 4 11 AM

2024

6oi2 Edina St, Wimauma, FL 33598

/_,—'
i o wols Lk .«""""*'(} (/._J. lhe presenl.”
] 2
- /Z;-_:_.:{i J.-f/ _}-c,/:/f/u:n

(._ /

Wimauma Memorial Cemetery Repass. Credit Jackie Brown
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Historic Marker Dedication

Friday, November 21st, 2025

10:00am
6014 Edina Street, Wimauma, FIl 33598

Historic Wimauma Memorial Cemetery Historic Marker Dedication. Credit Jackie Brown
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APPENDIX H: HISTORIC RESOURCES REVIEW BOARD
MEETING MINUTES

HISTORIC RESOURCES REVIEW BOARD
REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, December 16, 2025 — 3:00 p.m.
MEETING MINUTES

L CALL TO ORDER: (Welcome, Introductions, Quorum Check, Agenda Changes, Roster Updates)

A regular meeting of the Hillsborough County Historic Resources Review Board (HRRB) was held on Tuesday,
December 16, 2025, via in-person (County Center, 601 E. Kermedy Blvd., 18" Floor).

Board Members: Staff:

Stanley Hinde, Chair — In Person Nancy Takemori, Asst. County Attorney — In Person
Travis Steed — In Person Colleen Marshall, Executive Planner, DSD — In Person
Edward Smith — In Person Marylou Laycock, Recording Secretary, DSD — Absent
Angel Davila Lopez — Absent Keshia Rivas, Recording Secretary, DSD — In Person

Karen McGinnis — In Person
Tonya Jackson — Absent

Stanley Hinde, Chair, called the meeting to order at 3:00pm and asked if a quorum was present. Colleen Marshall
stated that a quorum was present.

1L REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS:
A. Approval of the October 21, 2025 Meeting Minutes.

Mr. Hinde asked if there were any changes to the meeting minutes. No changes were noted, and Mr.
Hinde called for a motion to accept the meeting minutes:

Travis Steed motioned to approve the meeting minutes and Edward Smith seconded the motion. A
vote was taken, and the meeting minutes were approved unanimously.

B. Public Comment, Announcements and Guest Speakers - NONE
C. Staff Items - NONE
D. Board Items
1. Providence Road Baptist Church and Christian School Ron Sainsbury
Play Field and New Shed
Providence Baptist Church and Providence Cemetery Historic Resource

5416 Providence Road, Riverview

Mr. Sainsbury gave an overview of the project. The play field is already in existence on the back
half of the property. They want to upgrade the existing field (hurricane came through a knocked
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HRREB Meeting Minutes
December 16, 2023

Page 2

out some of the trees) to make the field level, putting in a retention pond irmrigation system. There
15 an old bus/barn shed that will be removed and replace with a new smaller shed Lo house lawn
maintenance equipment.

Stanley Ilinde asked for a motion for whether the proposed playfield and shed has Adverse
Effect or No Effect on the historic resource. Travis Steed made a motion to find the proposed
playfield and shed has No Effect on the historic resource given the location behind the church
and not near the cemetery. Karen McGinnis seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and
the motion was approved unanimously.

2 Wimauma Memorial Cemetery Landmarking Report Colleen Marshall
and Analysis (Public Ilearing)
6012, 6014 Edina Street, Wimawma; Folios:79088.0000,
79089.0000, 79295.0000

Ms. Marshall gave a presentation summary ol the landmark report and analysis (128 pages), which
was completed bv consultants.

Mr. Hinde asked for a motion to recommend to approve or not approve the proposed
landmarking. Karen McGinnis made a motion to recommend approval of the proposed

Wimauma Memorial Cemetery Landmarking. Travis Steed seconded the motion. A vote
was taken, and the motion was approved unanimously.

E. New Buginess - NONE

ITT. NEXT MEETING:

‘The next mecting of the Historic Resources Review Board is scheduled for Tuesday, January 20, 2026, at
3:00pm via m-person (County Center, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd.. 18th Floor).

IV.  ADJOURN:

Mr. Hinde stated that this concluded the business of the HRRB board and adjourned the meeling al
3:21pm.
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APPENDIX I: HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY CITY-COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION

Docusign Envelope ID: 202AD092-AD1B-44B0-A77E-90E0988CS57ES

Hillsborough County
City-County

Resolution: Unincorporated Hillsborough County Historic

Landmark Designation 6014 Edina Street
January 12, 2026

WHEREAS, the Hillsborough County City-County Planning Commission received a
request from the Hillsborough County Historic Resources Review Board to review the proposed
landmark designation at the Wimauma Memorial Cemetery located at 6014 Edina Street; and

WHEREAS, on December 16, 2025, during a public meeting, the Hillsborough County
Historic Resources Review Board made findings of fact that the Wimauma Memorial Cemetery is
historically significant and recommended landmark designation by the Board of County
Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, Section 3.03.03 of the Hillsborough County Land Development Code requires
the Hillsborough County City-County Planning Commission to review proposed designations for
consistency with the Comprehensive Plan and provide recommendations to the Board of County
Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, the Hillsborough County City-County Planning Commission has reviewed the
proposed Historic Landmark Designhation, considered all relevant information, including the
adopted goals, objectives, and policies of the Unincorporated Hillsborough County
Comprehensive Plan as follows:

FUTURE LAND USE SECTION
Culture and Historic Preservation

Objective 3.5: Hillsborough County's heritage shalil be recognized through the preservation of historical
and archaeological sites, structures and districts significant to Hillsborough County.

Policy 3.5.1: Protect from demolition and significant alteration historical and archaeological resources
listed in or considered eligible for local designation by the Hillsborough County Archaeological and Historic
Resource Survey or listing in the National Register of Historic Places and those resources designated as
landmarks. The County will perform a reguiar update for properties with potential historical significance.

WHEREAS, Planning Commission staff determined that Historic Landmark Designation
Request is consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of the Unincorporated Hillsborough
County Comprehensive Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hillsborough County City-County
Planning Commission finds the Hillsborough County Historic Landmark Designation Request at
6014 Edina Street CONSISTENT with the Unincorporated Hillsborough County Comprehensive
Plan and forwards it to the Board of County Commissioners for approval.

The above resolution for the Historic Landmark Designation Request at 6014 Edina Street
was adopted by the Planning Commission on January 12, 2026.
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Docusign Envelope ID: 202AD092-AD1B-44B0-A77E-Q0EQ988C57ES

By motion of Commissioner Louk
Seconded by Commissioner Kugler

Commissioner Bowden Aye
Commissioner Cardenas Aye
Commissioner Cona Aye
Commissioner Jemison Absent
Commissioner Joseph, Ph.D., Chair Aye
Commissioner Sienk Absent
Commissioner Kugler Aye
Commissioner Linkous, Ph.D., AICP Aye
Commissioner Louk, Vice-Chair Aye
Commissioner Sieben, Member-at-Large Aye
DocuSigned by: DocuSigned by:
Z P [;»;4@@%”7

Commissioner Joseph, Ph.D., Chair Melissa Zornitta, FAICP

Executive Director

Persons needing assistance reading or interpreting items in this document, free of charge, are encouraged
to contact the ADA Coordinator at (813) 272-5940, or ADACoordinator@plancom.org. Plan Hillsborough
(the Planning Commission, the Hillshorough TPO, and the Hillshorough River Board) cannot ensure

accessibility for items produced by other agencies or organizations.

Se recomienda a las personas que necesiten ayuda para leer o interpretar este documento, sin costo
alguno, que se pongan en confacto con Coordinador de ADA at (813) 272-5940, o
ADACoordinator@piancom.org. Plan Hillshorough (la Comision de Planificacion, el TPO de Hiflshorough y
la Junta del Rio Hillsborough) no puede asegurar la accesibilidad de los documentos publicados por otras
agencias u organizaciones. Si sélo habla espafiol, por favor llame a la linea de ayuda en espafiof al (813)
272-5940 marque el ntmero 1.
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