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Staff's Recommended Board Motion: 
Accept phosphate clay settling area 2024/2025 annual report submitted by Mosaic 
Fertilizer, L.L.C., as required by Resolution R23-095, for informational purposes. 

Financial Impact Statement:
No County funds are required for this item. 

Background:
On November 7, 2023, Resolution R23-095 was approved at the BOCC Land Use Meeting amending DRI 
#263 Composite Development Order and Operating Permit which provides that specific designated Clay 
Settling Areas within Hillsborough County may accept the amount of clays determined to be mined by 
Mosaic Fertilizer, L.L.C. from Hardee County, until such time as the clay settling areas are utilized to their 
full design storage capacity, and before November 15, 2028 unless expressly extended. Resolution R23-
095 requires Mosaic Fertilizer, L.L.C. to provide an annual summary associated with the clays deposited 
in Hillsborough County.   

List Attachments:
Attachment 1: County Staff Review Report
Attachment 2: Mosaic Fertilizer, L.L.C. 2024-2025 Annual Clay Settling Area Report
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STAFF REPORT 

2024/2025 Annual Report  
Resolution R23-095  

 
 
Background 
On July 10, 2018, Mosaic Fertilizer, L.L.C. (Mosaic) submitted an application to amend 
Hillsborough County Mines Development of Regional Impact DRI #263 Composite 
Development Order and Operating Permit to amend a Developer Commitment (ADA, 
38A-11) set forth in Composite Attachment A, Section VI. MINING that would enable 
waste clays originating from Hardee County to be disposed in specific existing 
Hillsborough County Clay Settling Areas (CSA).  On September 26, 2018, the 
Phosphate Mining Hearing Master reviewed the request for amendment and filed a 
recommendation with the Hillsborough Board of County Commissioners. On November 
14, 2018, at the BOCC Land Use Meeting the BOCC approved amending the DRI #263 
Composite Development Order and Operating Permit as resolved in Resolution R18-
129, subject to the terms and conditions set forth therein.  Resolution R18-129 expired 
on November 14, 2023. 
 
On June 27, 2023, Mosaic Fertilizer, L.L.C. (Mosaic) submitted an application to amend 
Hillsborough County Mines Development of Regional Impact DRI #263 Composite 
Development Order and Operating Permit Developer Commitment (ADA, 38A-11) set 
forth in Composite Attachment A, Section VI. MINING that would enable the amount of 
waste clays originating from Hardee County to continue to be disposed of in specific 
existing Hillsborough County Clay Settling Areas.  On September 13, 2023, the 
Phosphate Mining Hearing Master reviewed the request for amendment and filed a 
recommendation with the Hillsborough Board of County Commissioners. On November 
7, 2023, at the BOCC Land Use Meeting the BOCC approved amending the DRI #263 
Composite Development Order and Operating Permit as resolved in Resolution R23-
095, subject to the terms and conditions set forth therein.   
 
Resolution R23-095 provides that certain designated clay settling areas within 
Hillsborough County (L-1, L-2, L-3, F-4, F-5 and F-7) may accept clays mined by Mosaic 
within Hardee County, until such time as the clay settling areas are utilized to their full 
design storage capacity, and before November 15, 2028 unless expressly extended. 
The Resolution contains annual reporting requirements to monitor compliance with this 
condition.  Section 2 Condition C. of Resolution R23-095 provides: On each anniversary 
of this Resolution, Mosaic shall report to the County's Development Services 
Department the amount of clay from outside Hillsborough County deposited in 
Hillsborough County clay settling areas in the previous year. This information shall be 
reported to the Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners annually as part of 
the report referenced in Section 2.E. below., and Condition 2.E. of Resolution R18-129 
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provides: At a minimum, the annual reports shall include the following clay balance 
information in a table with the report signed and sealed by a licensed professional 
engineer: total volume of clay processed in Hillsborough County, the volume of clay 
deposited in the Hillsborough County CSAs, the remaining available volume for clay 
disposal in the Hillsborough County CSAs, the volume of clays mined from Hillsborough 
County and deposited in the Hillsborough County CSAs, the volume of clays mined from 
Hardee County and deposited in the Hillsborough County CSAs, the volume of clays 
mined in Hardee County and returned to Hardee County, clays deposited in each clay 
settling area in tons, and the remaining available volume in acre-feet and tons. In 
addition, the annual reports shall include any correspondence and/or data related to 
compliance with FDEP's Phosphate Management Facility Permit (PMFP) and any 
modification or change to the CSAs.   
 
This report is for 2024/2025, the second annual reporting period since the BOCC 
approval of Resolution 23-095 and the sixth annual reporting period since the initial 
BOCC approval of Resolution R18-1298 for importing an amount of clays determined to 
be from Hardee County into Hillsborough County clay settling areas L-1, L-2, L-3, F-4, 
F-5 and F-7. 
 
Analysis 
The Public Utilities Environmental Services Division reviewed the Clay Settling Pond 
Utilization Data provided by Mosaic staff in a submittal dated November 14, 2025.  
Mosaic reported for the period November 1, 2024, through October 31, 2025, 
approximately 2.43 million tons of clays were deposited in Hillsborough County Clay 
Settling Areas (CSAs) F-5 and F-7. Hillsborough County clays production for the same 
period was approximately 0.06 million tons.  Accordingly, 6.39 million tons of clay were 
imported into Hillsborough County during the period November 1, 2024, through 
October 31, 2025. Approximately 2.37 million tons of clays mined from Hardee County 
were deposited into Hillsborough County CSAs; the remainder, 4.03 million tons 
calculated to be mined from Hardee County were returned to Hardee County.  
 
Mosaic reports CSA L-1, L-2, L-3, F-4, F-5, and F-7 continue to have storage capacity 
available. 
 
Conclusion 
Based on Mosaic's provided data, Mosaic appears to be in compliance with Resolution 
R23-095 enabling existing clay settling areas L-1, L-2, L-3, F-4, F-5 and F-7 within DRI 
#263 to accept clays from Hardee County until such time as each clay settling area is 
utilized to the full design storage capacity. 







   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   


