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STAFF'S RECOMMENDED BOARD MOTION

Approve the text amendment to Sections 4.1.12 and 6.5 of the Development Review Procedure Manual (DRPM-25-
1388) to implement changes to the Wellhead Protection regulations via LDC Amendment 25-1126, recently adopted by 
the Board of County Commissioners on January 15, 2026. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

No direct financial impact to the County will occur as a result of this petition.

BACKGROUND 

HCCPA 25-16

Hillsborough County initiated Comprehensive Plan Amendment (HC CPA 25-16) requesting modifications to the adopted 
Wellhead Resource Protection Area (WRPA) and Surface Water Resource Protection Area (SWRPA) Maps. The proposed 
WRPA revision redefines the map to reflect cones of contributions plus a 500 ft. buffer. Additionally, the CPA removed 
WRPA Zone 1 areas, which were initially established to protect potential future water supplies in Hillsborough County. Since 
the adoption of WRPA Zone 1 in 2004, no new wellfields have been developed outside the existing WRPA Zone 2. Tampa 
Bay Water’s Master Water Supply Plan, last approved in 2023 and updated every five years, does not propose any new 
wellfields within the current WRPA Zone 1. Additionally, CPA 25-16 redefined the WRPA Zone 2 delineated areas on the 
WRPA Map to provide an extra level of protection. An additional buffer was approved around the cone of contribution to the 
closest quarter section line defined by the Florida Public Land Survey System. Furthermore, the SWRPA Map was updated 
based on the defined criteria in the Land Development Code. For tributaries to the Hillsborough River and Alafia River, only 
named tributaries directly connected to both rivers were included, where the USGS identified predominant perennial flow. 
CPA 25-16 went to a public hearing on August 11, 2025 and was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners (Board) on 
January 15, 2026.
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BACKGROUND - Continued: 
 
Land Development Code (LDC) Text Amendment 25-1126 

The accompanying Land Development Code (LDC) 25-1126, recently adopted by the Board on January 15, 
2026, updated the regulations associated with the Wellhead and Surface Water Protections to reflect the updated 
maps requested in HCCPA 25-16 established in the Comprehensive Plan, providing clarity to the LDC language.  

The LDC text amendment consolidated the prohibitions and restrictions of the Wellhead and Surface Water 
Resource Protection Areas and aligns the County’s Wellhead and Surface Water Protection map review period 
with Tampa Bay Water’s Master Water Supply Plan published updates that occur every 5 years. The Land 
Development Text Amendment 25-1126 ran concurrently with the map updates submitted to the Planning 
Commission under Comprehensive Plan Amendment HCCPA 25-16. 

Development Review Procedures Manual (DRPM) 25-1388 

The Development Review Procedures Manual (DRPM) is intended to help users of the Land Development Code 
(LDC) understand the review and decision-making processes outlined in the LDC. The manual includes 
information on application submittal requirements and review procedures for each review process. Since the 
DRPM contains review sections that are cross referenced to sections of the LDC that were amended by LDC 25-
1126 Wellhead and Surface Water Protection Areas, the DRPM is also being amended to correspond with the 
LDC changes recently adopted.  

DRPM 25-1388 revised Sections 4.1.12 and 6.5 to reflect the changes within the LDC Part 3.05.00. Section 
4.1.12 provides information related to the application and permitting of Wellhead, Surface Water and Potable 
Water Resource Protection operating and closure permits. DRPM Section 6.5 provides information related to the 
application and permitting of Wellhead and Surface Water Prohibited Use Operating Permits.  

The DRPM shall be adopted and may be amended by resolution of the Board. 

The complete DRPM text amendment is enclosed here as Attachment B with the proposed text changes in 
DRPM Sections 4.1.12 and 6.5. 
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